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Preface

This collection of sermons from 1895 appear to be unique in sev-
eral regards, as we consider them historically from Ellen White’s 

perspective:
1. She was present in person to hear them preached.
2. She described them in what could be called “Acts 2 Pente-
costal” terms.
3. Her secretary took them down in shorthand.

Here are samples of her descriptions:
• Instruction precious as gold
• A feast of precious things
• The truth in new lines
• The truth in clear and simple style, yet rich in nourishment
• The burning words of truth as heard in 1844
• A glorious and convincing light
• Hardly a discourse that could be called a doctrinal sermon
• In every sermon Christ preached
• Exalting Jesus higher and yet higher
• Nothing but the plain gospel

These are the themes she listed as presented regarding Jesus:
• His preexistence
• His personal dignity
• His work as Creator
• His relation to the Sabbath
• His relation to man as the source of life
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• His holy law uplifted
• His Presence and work in the hearts of men
• His coming the second time in glory and power

The reaction of unbelievers she described in these words:
• Are deeply interested
• Turn pale and say, “That man is inspired”
• Listen as if spellbound
• Sit with their eyes riveted in amazement
• Say, “All the words are precious”
• Say, “I have never attended meetings where Christ was more 
manifestly taught and exalted”
• Beg a copy of the discourses

In light of the above, would you—
• Like to read more completely about this amazing evangelis-
tic experience?
• Like also to “beg a copy of the discourses”?

Just continue reading, for the background and content of these 
unique talks. You just may respond like Ellen White—

“How can Seventh-day Adventists preach any other doctrine?”



Historical Background

W. W. Prescott was a leader in the early Seventh-day Adventist edu-
cational work. He was president of Battle Creek College (Battle 

Creek, Michigan) from 1885 to 1894. During those years the message of 
righteousness by faith was made prominent at the Minneapolis General 
Conference Session in 1888. Here is a description from a biographical 
overview of Prescott regarding the effect of that message.

The influence of the Minneapolis Conference in 1888 reached the 
college. Ellen White worked diligently that the message the Lord had 
given at Minneapolis would be heard at Battle Creek. Some six weeks 
after the conference session, the week of Prayer planned for the church 
in Battle Creek December 15-22 ended up lasting one month. Ellen 
White described that in these “revival services... the principle topic 
dwelt upon was justification by faith.” (RH2/12/1889, in 3Bio420). 
On Thursday, December 20, Ellen White wrote in her diary, “I spoke to 
the college students. The Lord gave me the word which seemed to reach 
hearts. Professor Prescott arose and attempted to speak, but his heart 
was too full. There he stood five minutes in complete silence, weeping. 
When he did speak he said, ‘I am glad I am a Christian.’ He made very 
pointed remarks. His heart seemed to be broken by the Spirit of the 
Lord....” (Ms25, 1888, in 3Bio421) Prescott’s response to the Spirit’s 
moving is heart warming. 
Speaking further of the Scriptural light the Lord had given through 
brothers Jones and Waggoner, Ellen White wrote on March 10, 1890, 
“I am much pleased to learn that Professor Prescott is giving the same 
lessons in his class to the students that Brother Waggoner has been 
giving. He is presenting the covenants.” (Letter 30, 1890, in The Ellen 
G. White 1888 Materials, p. 623). 
Later that year, Ellen White described the “wonderful” December 27 
Sabbath meeting. “Nearly the whole congregation presented them-
selves for prayers, and among them, Brethren Prescott and Smith. 
The Extra in the Review and Herald [Dec. 23, 1890] was read, and 
the testimony of all was that the power of God attended the reading 
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of the article. They said that this made a deep impression.... Professor 
Prescott made a confession dating back to Minneapolis, and this 
made a deep impression. He wept much. Elder Smith said that testi-
mony meant him; said that he felt that it was addressed to him, but 
he stopped there and went no further. But both placed themselves as 
there repentant, seeking the Lord. Well, they said they had never had 
such a meeting in Battle Creek, and yet the work must be carried on, 
for it was just begun....” (Lt 32, 1891, in 1888 Materials, pp. 850, 851) 
The message continued to do its work against stiff opposition. Both 
A. T. Jones and E. J. Waggoner were finally allowed to lecture at 
Battle Creek College. Prescott, gradually seeing more and more light 
in the Christ-centered message, worked hard as a peace-maker and 
consensus builder between the opposing parties. After Ellen White 
was exiled to Australia in 1891, her writings on the message kept the 
Spirit’s appeal before the church. In the November 22, 1892 Review 
and Herald, she wrote, “The time of test is just upon us, for the loud cry 
of the third angel has already begun in the revelation of the righteous-
ness of Christ, the sin-pardoning Redeemer. This is the beginning of 
the light of the angel whose glory shall fill the whole earth. For it is 
the work of every one to whom the message of warning has come, 
to lift up Jesus, to present him to the world as revealed in types, as 
shadowed in symbols, as manifested in the revelations of the prophets, 
as unveiled in the lessons given to his disciples and in the wonderful 
miracles wrought for the sons of men.” (1888 Material, p. 1073). 
The effect of this article on the college, along with other timely testi-
monies from Ellen White, led to a vigorous revival. The rest of the 
school term was disrupted by long chapels, seasons of prayer and 
confession, and times of testimonies. Prescott, in reading a letter from 
Ellen White to the students, was moved to tears, and confessed again 
his previous resistance to the message. Sadly, Uriah Smith viewed the 
events as “excitement”. Thus the spiritual consensus the church greatly 
needed was never experienced.  

(taken from Lest We Forget, Vol. 10, No. 1, pp. 3, 4)

Gilbert M. Valentine in his biography of Prescott The Shaping of 
Adventism, noted that after Minneapolis, Prescott, in his own words, 
came to see the church doctrines as “simply the gospel of Christ rightly 
understood” which “grow out of a belief in Jesus Christ as a living per-
sonal Saviour.” This led him to change his method of teaching church 
beliefs. Instead of striving “to prove the doctrines,” he “started in the sim-
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plest way presenting Christ.” At the camp meeting at Armadale (a suburb 
of Melbourne), several Americans gave discourses, “but it was Prescott 
who dominated the meetings.... According to those present, it was the 
Christ-centered content of his sermons that pulled in the crowds in ever-
increasing numbers.” Valentine observed that “Australia in the 1890’s was 
still largely untouched by the Gospel message of 1888. Prescott’s message 
stirred not only the minds but the hearts of the people.”

Valentine recorded the impressions of W. C. White and A. G. Dani-
ells, Australian Conference president. White reported that Prescott’s 
“theme from first to last and always is Christ.” Daniells observed, “Preach-
ing Jesus as Professor Prescott has done, seems to have completely dis-
armed the people of prejudice,” causing the public image of Adventists to 
be “completely revolutionized.”

One of the sermons Prescott presented, “The Law in Christ,” was 
published in The Bible Echo, the Seventh-day Adventist Australian mis-
sionary journal. Valentine noted what happened when the manuscript was 
sent back to the United States.

During October 1895, Prescott sent the manuscript to the Battle 
Creek Publishing House, hoping that it would receive wider circula-
tion. A Christo-centric presentation of the “law” and “justification by 
faith,” the manuscript was based on Prescott’s new understanding of 
the “law in Galatians.” Two months later the Battle Creek committee 
informed Prescott that they would not publish the pamphlet. It 
contained “fundamental errors,” they said.... Mrs. White was not at 
all amused. Absolutely indignant at the book committee, she stated 
plainly that she had no confidence in them.... She declared it was not 
for the men on the committee to “condemn or control” the produc-
tions of those whom God was using as “light-bearers to the world.”
(taken from The Shaping of Adventism, pp. 87-91; Ellen White’s 
comments can be found in her letter to O. A. Olsen, May 22, 1896 
[1888 Materials, p. 1520 ff ], and her letter to the Book Committee, 
Oct. 26, 1896.)

Ron Duffield, in an early draft of his manuscript later published 
in part as The Return of the Latter Rain, recorded the Armadale event 
in these words.
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Not long after arriving in Australia, Prescott took part in a three-week 
camp meeting in Armadale. This camp meeting ran from October 17 
through November 11, 1895. Here Prescott took the heaviest respon-
sibility in preaching, speaking over 31 times during the camp meeting. 
He presented all of his topics “as it is in Christ,” including sermons on 
the Sabbath, the human and divine nature of Christ, and righteous-
ness by faith. He also shared some of the same thoughts on Romans 5 
that he had shared at the 1895 Ministerial Institute. Ellen White and 
her secretary, Maggie Hare, were present at the camp meeting and 
heard Prescott speak. Maggie Hare took Prescott’s sermons down in 
shorthand so they could be printed as pamphlets for the Australian 
Tract Society to be used in canvassing. Seven of these sermons can be 
found in the Bible Echo; the rest of the sermons printed in tracts have 
not yet been released from the General Conference Archives.
The significance of Prescott’s camp meeting sermons is seen when 
read in the light of Ellen White’s response to them. Several of her 
letters written about this camp meeting have never been released 
from the White Estate….
No less than a dozen times, Ellen White wrote of the preaching 
of W. W. Prescott during that time in terms that described a great 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon him. What should we learn today 
from these events that happened long ago? Was God, by demon-
strating it in Australia, showing the church what He wanted to 
accomplish at Battle Creek, but could not because of continued rejec-
tion? Is not God showing us today what He wants to do with each 
and every believer when the Holy Spirit is welcomed as a dear Guest?
Prescott’s work continued as he went from Armadale to Tasmania 
to help with another camp meeting. Ellen White’s appraisal of the 
Tasmania camp meeting was the same: “The manifestation of the 
Holy Spirit has been seen in the discourses given, in the Bible lessons, 
in the education of workers, and with the believers. They never have 
had such privileges in hearing the riches of the truth presented in 
clear distinct lines” (Letter 127, Dec. 11, 1895, To Edson).
Following the camp meetings, Ellen White and her son, W. C. 
White, had a “long talk” with a couple of other evangelists who were 
planning a “prolonged pull and expected to work up an interest by 
presenting the prophecies.” Along with the help of W. W. Prescott, 
Ellen White and W. C. White tried to show them that “another line 
of work was called for in these times” (W. C. White to A. G. Daniells, 
Dec. 13, 1895).



Historical Background |  13

W. C. White wrote several letters to O. A. Olsen, requesting that 
Prescott stay and help in Australia. As they began planning for the 
1896 camp meeting “campaign,” W. C. White and the Conference 
Committee of Australia requested that the General Conference 
allow Prescott to lead out in these camp meetings. White suggested 
that “his presence would insure success.” If Prescott could not stay, 
then their “first choice would be Bro. A. T. Jones” (W. C. White to 
O. A. Olsen, Jan. 24, 1896). The committee even went as far as to 
say that if Prescott or Jones’ services could not be obtained it would 
“be better to postpone this expensive campaign for a year” until they 
might obtain “proper help” (A. G. Daniells to W. W. Prescot, March 
3, 1896). Both requests were denied and neither Prescott nor Jones 
would take part in future campmeetings there.
It should be obvious from this brief look at the year of 1895, that God 
was not done in His effort to show the church His desire to pour out 
the latter rain. What could not be done in Battle Creek because of 
unbelief was demonstrated in Australia. But a church cannot move 
any faster than its leadership, and since Battle Creek was the heart 
of the work, influencing the whole denomination, God in His mercy 
kept step with them.
(from A Historical Look at the Loud Cry and Latter Rain; unpublished 
manuscript by Ron Duffield, pp. 161, 162, 166, 167; accessed in 1998)



14  |  In The Spirit’s Power



ellen WHite’s descriPtions

octoBer 19, 1895 (letter W-82, 1895 
to son edson, unreleased)

In the evening Prof. Prescott gave a most powerful discourse, instruction 
precious as gold. The tent was full, and many were standing outside. All 

seemed to be fascinated with the Word of God as the speaker presented 
the truth in new lines, separating the truth from the companionship of 
error, and by the divine influence of the Spirit of God making it to shine 
like precious jewels….

God has given brother Prescott a special message for the people. The 
truth comes forth from human lips in the demonstration of the Spirit and 
power. … We are hoping and praying for an outpouring of the Spirit of 
God upon the people. We think that the best class of people are attending 
the meetings. The interest awakened exceeds anything we have yet had 
here in camp-meetings. The great object of the speakers is to sweep away 
the refuge of lies, by exalting Jesus higher and yet higher. We are doing our 
best to lead the people to look upon the Lamb of God that taketh away 
the sin of the world….

Seldom can I give myself the pleasure of listening to discourses from 
our ministering brethren, but Sabbath forenoon I attended the meeting 
and heard Prof. Prescott preach. I know that since coming to this place 
he has had the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, his lips have been touched 
with a coal from off the altar. We know and can distinguish the voice of 
the shepherd. The truth has been poured forth from the lips of the servant 
of God as the people had never heard it before; unbelievers turn pale and 
say, “that man is inspired.” The people do not stroll about the grounds, but 
go immediately into the tent and listen as if spellbound.
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octoBer 22, 1895 (letter 84, 1895 
to son edson, unreleased)

The Lord has given Brother Prescott a message for the people, which 
is highly appreciated. His mind is fruitful in the truth, and the power and 
the grace of God are upon him. We feel that we are highly favored in 
having his services at this camp meeting. I long to attend every meeting.

novemBer 6, 1895 (letter 25, 1895 to 
s. n. Haskell, unreleased)

We are at this time in our camp-meeting having a feast of pre-
cious things. The word is presented in a most powerful manner. The Holy 
Spirit has been poured out upon Brother Prescott in a great measure…. 
Brother Prescott has been bearing the burning words of truth such as I 
have heard from some in 1844. The inspiration of the Spirit of God has 
been upon him. Unbelievers say, “These are the words of God. I never 
heard such things before.”

We have had the truth presented in clear lines. Bro. Prescott has 
never had such power in preaching the truth as he has had since coming 
to this meeting. The unbelievers sit with their eyes riveted on him in 
amazement, as the truth comes forth from his lips, vitalized by the Spirit 
of God. When I consider the responsibility resting upon all who hear this 
heaven sent message, I tremble at the word of the Lord. Who will receive 
the message sent to them?

novemBer 6, 1895 (ms 19, 1895, 
unreleased, emPHasis suPPlied)

I have just been listening to a discourse given by Professor Prescott. 
It was a most powerful appeal to the people. Those not of our faith seemed 
deeply interested. They say, “there is no life in our churches, everything is 
so cold and dry; we are starving for the bread of life.” The people are of the 
very best class of society, of all ages; noble looking men of white hair, sit 
and listen as for their life. Some men who are superintendents of Sunday 
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Schools, are as eager to get the discourses as they see our reporters taking 
notes in shorthand. They say, “I do not want to lose one idea.” All the 
words, they say, are precious…. All say, “never did we have the privilege of 
hearing the Bible made so plain and brought to that simplicity in explana-
tion, that we can not help but understand it ….”

Maggie Hare is reporting Professor Prescott’s discourses and my 
talks, for publication. Professor Prescott’s sermons will never seem the 
same, I fear, as when given by the living preacher:  for the words are spoken 
in the demonstration of the Spirit, and with power, his face all aglow 
with the sunshine of heaven…. I think I may safely say I have never in 
my experience seen so large a number attending meetings not of our faith 
who are so hungry for the truth.

novemBer 7, 1895 (letter 51, 1895 to 
Bro mccullagH, unreleased)

In the evening Elder Prescott preached. The tent was full, and scores, 
it is reported, could not get under the canvas and went away…. We have 
seen the power of God in human vessels as they have presented the truth 
at these meetings … the Lord is in our midst.

novemBer 17, 1895 (letter 113, 1895 to J. H. kellogg)
I have been privileged to witness the past five weeks that which has 

given me much joy to see a people eager, hungry, and earnest to hear the 
Word of God presented in clear and new light. The Word of God has 
been presented in demonstration of the Spirit and with power. The Lord 
has sent Professor Prescott to us not an empty vessel, but a vessel full of 
heavenly treasure that he can give to every man his portion of meat in due 
season. This the people of God everywhere want….

As they see Maggie Hare taking the precious truths in shorthand, 
they act like a flock of half-starved sheep, and they beg for a copy. They 
want to read and study every point presented. Souls are being taught of 
God. Brother Prescott has presented truth in clear and simple style, yet 
rich in nourishment….
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We have heard many in different localities where our camp meet-
ings have been held, express themselves as very much surprised that we 
do believe in Jesus Christ, that we believe in His divinity. They say, “I have 
been told that this people do not preach Christ, but I have never attended 
meetings where Christ was more manifestly taught and exalted than in the 
sermons and in every line of work at these meetings.” How can Seventh-
day Adventists preach any other doctrine? (2MR 164-167).

novemBer 18, 1895 (letter 83, 1895 to 
edson WHite, emPHasis suPPlied)

The Lord has visited Brother Prescott in a most remarkable manner 
and given to him the Holy Spirit to give to this people…. Those who are 
not in the truth say, “That man speaks from the inspiration of the Spirit 
of God.” We are sure that the Lord has endowed him with His Holy 
Spirit and the truth is being poured forth from his lips in rich currents. 
The truth has been listened to by preachers and by people not of our 
faith. After the meeting they beg of Brother Prescott to give them a copy 
of these discourses….

Brother Prescott has spoken many times and those not of our faith 
have felt deeply and expressed themselves that he was speaking under the 
inspiration of the Spirit of God.

The people in the suburbs of Melbourne are calling, “Set up your tents 
in our locality and let the people hear the things that you have preached 
in Armadale. We all need the words that you have spoken to us here.”…

Abundant evidence has been given that the Holy Spirit of God has 
spoken to men through human agencies…. Large numbers testify that 
they have never heard the Word administered with such power and in the 
manifest demonstration of the Spirit as at this meeting. God has said in 
the heavenly courts to His heavenly intelligences, “Let there be spiritual 
light to shine amid the moral darkness of accumulated error and fables, 
and reveal truth.” The Messenger of the covenant has come, as the Sun of 
Righteousness to arise and shine forth upon the eager listeners. His pre-
existence, His coming the second time in glory and power, His personal 
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dignity, His holy law uplifted, are the themes that have been dwelt upon 
with simplicity and power (21MR 388, 389, 391).

novemBer 21, 1895 (rH 01-07-1896 article 
“tHe australian camP-meeting”)

Our third Australian camp-meeting was held in Armadale, a popu-
lous suburb of Melbourne, about three miles southeast from the center of 
the city. During the early part of the year our brethren had planned for 
the meeting to be held in Ballarat, a city of thirty thousand people, about 
ninety miles north from Melbourne. There is a faithful little church there 
that needed strengthening, and as the Australian Conference is in debt, 
it seemed desirable to hold the meeting where it would be less expensive 
than in Melbourne.

But the Lord has been giving me light about the work to be done 
in our large cities. The people in the cities are to be warned, and the mes-
sage should go to them now. The time will come when we cannot work 
so freely in the large cities; but now, the people will listen to the message, 
and this is our time to work most earnestly for the people in the centers 
of population. Many will hear and obey, and carry the message to others.

The interest which began to be awakened by the camp-meeting 
held two years ago in Brighton, should be carried forward by a camp-
meeting in some part of Melbourne each year. When our brethren took 
these things into consideration, they decided that the meeting should be 
held in Melbourne, and in their search for a ground were led to locate in 
Armadale. The first plan was to locate the meeting at Northcote, where 
it would be convenient for our brethren and sisters. But the Lord hedged 
up the way at Northcote, and led them to a locality convenient to densely 
populated suburbs where the message had never been given.

During the meeting we have had abundant evidence that the Lord 
has been guiding both in the location and in the work of the meeting. A 
new field has been opened, and an encouraging field it appears to be. The 
people did not swarm upon the ground from curiosity, as at our first meet-
ing in Brighton, and as at Ashfield last year. The majority came straight 
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to the large meeting tent, where they listened intently to the word; and 
when meeting was over, they quietly returned to their homes, or gathered 
in groups to ask questions or discuss what they had heard.

The interest steadily increased from the beginning of the meeting. 
The evening discourses, given by Elders Prescott, Corliss, and Daniells, all 
presented the truth as it is in Jesus Christ. Hardly a discourse was given 
during the whole meeting that could be called a doctrinal sermon. In 
every sermon Christ was preached, and as the great and mysterious truths 
regarding his presence and work in the hearts of men were made clear and 
plain, the truths regarding his second coming, his relation to the Sabbath, 
his work as Creator, and his relation to man as the source of life, appeared 
in a glorious and convincing light that sent conviction to many hearts. 
With solemnity the people said, “We have listened to truth tonight.”

A Bible study was usually given at three o’clock each afternoon. These 
studies followed the same lines as the evening discourses, and they were 
regularly attended by scores besides those living on the camp-ground. The 
forenoons were mostly occupied by meetings of the Australian and Union 
Conferences, the tract society, the Sabbath-school association, and the 
publishing and school interests.

The early morning hour, before breakfast, was set apart and generally 
observed as a silent hour for individual study and prayer. Occasionally, 
a general meeting was held at this hour. We have found blessing in set-
ting apart a season when every soul could feel that there was time to pray 
and to study the word of God without interruption. The half-past eight 
morning hour was devoted alternately to district prayer-meetings and 
general social meetings. Although quite feeble during most of the meet-
ing, the Lord has strengthened me to bear my testimony here. During the 
three weeks of the meeting I have usually spoken Sabbath, Sunday, and 
Wednesday afternoons, besides short talks in the morning meetings.

Sabbath morning, Oct. 19, Elder Corliss gave valuable instruction 
to our people. In the afternoon, I spoke from the fourth chapter of John, 
dwelling upon the conversation of Christ with the woman of Samaria, in 
which he said, “If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to 
thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would 
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have given thee living water.” A testimony meeting followed, in which 
praise and glory were given to God for his unspeakable goodness and 
matchless love to fallen man in giving Jesus, his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
All seemed to have a desire to lift up Jesus higher and still higher. Some 
outsiders took part, one minister testifying that the blessing of God was in 
the meeting, and that it was good to be there. We felt much pleased to see 
so large an attendance, and were impressed with the fact that more than 
half were persons we had never met in general meeting before.

Sunday morning, Elder Wilson, from New Zealand, gave a most 
profitable, although plain and simple, discourse. It was beautiful in its 
simplicity. The simpler the teaching, the more the under shepherd rep-
resents the Chief Shepherd. In the afternoon the tent was full to over-
flowing. Quite a number stood on the outside, and all listened with deep 
interest, and the Lord strengthened me as I bore a plain testimony to the 
people, dwelling especially upon our obligation to acknowledge God in 
all our ways, and to seek more and more to obtain a knowledge of God, as 
presented in Christ’s prayer in the seventeenth chapter of John.

In the evening Professor Prescott gave a most valuable lesson, pre-
cious as gold. The tent was full, and many stood outside. All seemed to 
be fascinated with the word, as he presented the truth in lines so new to 
those not of our faith. Truth was separated from error, and made, by the 
divine Spirit, to shine like precious jewels. It was shown that perfect obe-
dience to all the commandments of God is essential for the salvation of 
souls. Obedience to the laws of God’s kingdom reveals the divine in the 
human, sanctifying the character.

In visiting the people with the Echoes, and inviting them to the meet-
ings, one of the workers met a woman who had been keeping the Sabbath 
for about twelve months. She had never heard the living preacher, but in 
studying the Bible she was convicted that she was keeping the wrong day, 
that the seventh day was the true Bible Sabbath. She is now attending the 
meetings, and feasting upon the truth. There are many interesting cases 
developing, that are just on the point of taking their stand.
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The Lord is working in power through his servants who are pro-
claiming the truth, and he has given brother Prescott a special message 
for the people. The truth comes from human lips in demonstration of the 
Spirit and power of God.

The meetings have been well attended by the people of Armadale and 
Malvern, both afternoons and evenings, and on Sundays and Wednes-
days large numbers have come from the distant suburbs. The people say: 
“You cannot appreciate the change of feeling about your meeting and 
work. It has been commonly reported that you do not believe in Christ. 
But we have never heard Christ preached as at these meetings.” “There 
is no life in our churches. Everything is cold and dry. We are starving for 
the Bread of Life. We come to this camp-meeting because there is food 
here.” As they see our stenographers reporting the discourses, they plead 
that they be printed soon, and placed within their reach. One who is a 
Sunday-school teacher, took copious notes of Elder Prescott’s discourse 
on “God and Caesar,” and then made copies for two ministers who were 
interested in the subject.

On every side we hear discussion of the subjects presented at the 
camp-meeting. One day as Elder Corliss stepped out of a train, the guard 
[conductor] stopped him with the request that he explain Col. 2:16. They 
stopped, and as the crowd rushed by, the explanation was given, and from 
Lev. 23:37, 38 it was shown that there were sabbaths besides the Sabbath 
of the Lord. Earnest requests have been sent in that some of the addresses 
be given in the Melbourne town hall.

As two gentlemen were coming to a Sabbath afternoon service, one 
remarked to the other, “These are a strange people. All we shall hear will 
be Moses and Sinai. After the meeting, he came to Elder Daniells, and 
expressed very great surprise at what he had heard. He told him what they 
had said, and added that he could hardly believe his ears. He had heard 
nothing but the plain gospel. Another man who had been considerably 
opposed to the work was prevailed upon to attend one of the meetings, 
and has since told a friend that it will be a distinct loss to the spiritual 
interests of the community when the Adventists go away; for Christ has 
been indeed exalted in these meetings.
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A former Wesleyan local preacher’s family are all interested, and 
thoroughly convinced of the truth. Even the children ask why they should 
“keep the pope’s Sunday when they know it is not the true Sabbath.” A 
lady who lives some distance away has been reading the Echo, and came 
here expressly to attend some of the meetings. In the very first one she 
attended, Professor Prescott made a call for those who would follow the 
Lord to stand. She arose, and has since been baptized. A widow who has 
been attending most of the meetings has now kept three Sabbaths. One 
lady who was much prejudiced finally came to the meeting to satisfy her 
children, but just as soon as the service was over, she rushed out of the 
tent, not wishing to speak to any one. However, she came again, and it 
happened that the subject was “Sunday in the New Testament;” the choir 
followed with, “I Will Follow Thee, My Saviour,” and she says she could 
not get that song out of her mind; it rang in her ears continually. She is 
now earnestly seeking for truth.

Camp-meetings are a success in arresting the attention of the people. 
Many who attended the Brighton meeting two years ago have been pres-
ent at the Armadale meeting. They went through that meeting without 
deciding to obey the truth, but are manifesting a greater interest here, and 
some have taken their position now in obedience to the truth. Twenty 
were baptized, Sunday, Nov. 10. Melbourne, Nov. 21
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W. W. Prescott addresses

from tHe BiBle ecHo

“With this number we begin a most valuable and interesting series of 
addresses, delivered by Professor W. W. Prescott at the Armadale camp-
meeting. The series will appear under the head of “Camp-Meeting 
Addresses.” Those who could not attend the meeting will doubtless esteem 
it a privilege to have in opportunity of reading these addresses through 
the columns of the Bible Echo” (The Bible Echo, December 2, 1895).
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aBiding in cHrist and Walking 
in cHrist

octoBer 20, 1895 armadale camPmeeting 
talk, The BiBle echo, decemBer 2 & 9, 1895

“He that saith He abideth in Him ought himself also so to walk 
even as He walked.” 1 John 2:6.

Abiding and walking are the lessons of this text. As a result of abid-
ing in Christ, we ought to walk as He walked. The first lesson is abiding 
in Christ. “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide, in Me. 
I am the vine, ye are the branches:  he that abideth in Me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit; for without Me ye can do nothing.” 
John 15:4, 5. Christ says, “I am the true Vine.” There are a great many that 
profess to be vines; but I am the real vine, I am the Vine that has life. We 
are the branches. But in the Scripture Christ is spoken of as a branch. 
“Behold, I will bring forth My servant the Branch.” “Behold the man 
whose name is the Branch; and He shall grow up out of His place, and He 
shall build the temple of the Lord.” Zech. 3:8; 6:12. “For he shall grow up 
before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground:  he hath 
no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see Him there is no beauty 
that we should desire Him.” Isa. 53: 2. “I am the vine, ye are the branches.” 
But the Scripture speaks of Christ Himself as the branch. Christ is a 
branch unto God that He may be a vine unto us.

Before any branch can grow, there must be some life underneath that 
does not show itself. So the branch is after all only a root which has come 
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up in sight, but which depends for life upon the roots that draw life from 
the soil. God is the source of all things; but He comes in sight to men in

Jesus Christ the Branch,

and Christ the branch is but the root of God, growing up in sight that 
men may see it, and God be manifested. When Jesus Christ came to the 
world, it was God manifesting Himself; but because the root came up 
out of what appeared to be dry ground, because it did not manifest itself 
in the way that men thought it ought to, they did not recognize it. They 
thought it was something not to be desired, and so they rejected it; and yet 
it was a branch springing up from the root of life, it was God manifesting 
Himself to the world so that He could be seen. Clouds and darkness are 
round about His throne; yet He manifested Himself, so that the world, if 
they would, might see Him in the Branch.

Christ became a branch unto God in order that He might be a vine 
unto other branches. But the branch abides in the vine only by having a 
living connection with it. Just as soon as the branch is severed from the 
vine, though it is put back again with great care, it no longer abides in the 
Vine. It will not abide in the vine except it be grafted, and the success of 
this grafting depends upon making such a connection that the life from 
the vine shall flow into the branch again.

And we must abide in Christ as—

The Branch Abides in the Vine,

so that very life of God shall be our life. The branch is full of life, yet it 
has no life of its own. So we must present ourselves every day to be filled 
with life from God. Just the moment the connection is severed between 
the branch and the vine, just that moment the branch ceases to live. That 
is the lesson of abiding in Christ. As the branch is connected with the 
vine, filled with life, yet needing all the time to be filled, so we are to be 
connected with Christ, wholly dependent upon Him for life.

That is the lesson; what is the application?—“He that saith he abi-
deth in Him ought himself also so to walk even as He walked.” If the 
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branch is connected with the vine, it bears the fruit of the vine. God 
in Christ is the true Vine, but the fruit of the grape vine is not found 
directly on the stalk. The fruit is found on the branches. Christ is our 
vine, and those who, through becoming connected with Him, are His 
branches, will bring forth the same fruit as He did when He was here, 
a branch Himself. That is to say, they will walk even as He walked. This 
brings before us the thought of—

Christ Our Example.

“He that saith he abideth in Him, ought himself also so to walk even 
as He walked.” Not as men say He walked, but as He walked. And how 
shall we know how He walked? –By reading and studying His life. That is 
where we find how Christ walked, and there we will find how we ought 
to walk. And we will walk as He walked, not wholly as an obligation, but 
as a result. If one says he abides in Christ, and walks not as He walked, 
his life is contrary to his profession. We do not get into Christ by trying 
to walk as He walked; we do not abide in Christ by trying to walk as He 
walked; but we first get into Christ, and then as a consequence, just as the 
branch will bring forth the fruit of the vine, so will the Christian, who 
really abides in Christ, bring forth the same fruit that He bore, walking 
as He walked.

If we abide in Him, we will walk in His steps, and He has left us an 
example that we should walk in His steps. There are many people who 
take it upon themselves to point out what are Christ’s footsteps; but 
His word is the test, and in it we may find whether they are pointing 
out the right footsteps or not. There are in the world to-day many false 
conceptions of Christ, which amount really to having a false Christ. 
It is not what our idea of Christ is, but what He is, that is to be our 
example; not what we have been taught that Christ is, but what word 
says that He is.

It was revealed unto Simeon “that he should not see death before 
he had seen the Lord’s Christ,” and that is what we want to see. Not any 
man’s idea of what Christ ought to be, but the Lord’s Christ. That is the 
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Christ of the word, and our idea of how Christ walked should be formed 
wholly by the word.

A Practical Test.

And now let us test it that way. It is quite likely that as soon is we 
begin to talk of walking with Christ, there comes up the thought, Christ 
walked on the water; and you surely do not expect us to walk on the water. 
Let me call your attention to an incident at the beginning of Christ’s min-
istry:  “And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon 
called Peter and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they 
were fishers. And He saith unto them, Follow Me, and I will make you 
fishers of men. And they straightway left their nets and followed Him.” 
Matt. 4: 18-20. Before Christ walked on the sea, He walked by the sea 
on the land; and before He saw Peter on the water, He saw him on the 
land and told him to follow Him, and Peter left his nets and followed 
Him. Later on in Christ’s ministry, we find that after He had fed the five 
thousand, His disciples took ship to go across the lake, but He went apart 
into a mountain to pray; “and when the evening was come, He was there 
alone. But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves; 
for the wind was contrary. And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus 
went unto them, walking on the sea.” Matt. 14:23-25. But notice that 
before He walked on the sea, He had spent the night in secret prayer. “But 
the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with the waves:  for the 
wind was contrary.” So is our ship. Very likely just now some ship is being 
tossed by the waves of human tempest. And in the fourth watch of the 
night, Jesus came to them from His season of secret prayer, walking on 
the sea. “And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were 
troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear. But straightway 
Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.” 
Let Him say that to you now. “Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.” 
“And Peter answered Him, and said, Lord, if it be Thou, bid me come 
unto Thee on the water. And He Said, Come. And when Peter was come 
down out of the ship, he walked on the water to go to Jesus. But when he 
saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, 
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saying, Lord save me. And immediately Jesus stretched forth His hand 
and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst 
thou doubt?” Verses 26-31. Christ’s walk on the sea was

The Walk of Faith.

but Peter failed because of his lack of faith. It is contrary to nature to walk 
on the water, and it is contrary to our nature to walk as Christ walked; but 
He says to us as He said to Peter, “Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.” 
Whether it be on land or on sea, His word is a rock; and when He puts 
His word beneath our feet, He builds for us a bridge of rock, and it makes 
no difference whether He puts that bridge on land, or water, or in the sky.

But Peter sank. And the Peter that sank that night on the water is the 
Peter that sank that other night, in failing to testify for Jesus. The reason 
in both cases was his lack of faith. In every walk of Christ there is a lesson 
for us, and as it is unnatural for man to walk on water, so it is unnatural for 
him to walk as Christ walked—in obedience to the character of God; but 
power is given through faith in God’s word, “Come unto Me.”

Although Christ was God in the flesh, yet He did not escape—

The Criticism of Men

as to the way He walked. Observe the record: “And it came to pass as 
Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold many publicans and sinners came 
and sat down with Him and His disciples. And when the Pharisees saw 
it,”—Who is a Pharisee?—He is a man who has undertaken to be his own 
Saviour, and is very confident in his own power to do the work. It does not 
matter whether he lived eighteen hundred years ago, or whether he lives 
to-day. Who is a Christian? One who depends upon Christ as his Saviour, 
and has all confidence in Him.

Christ came in contact with Pharisees who were making themselves 
holy, and they found fault with Him for eating with publicans and sin-
ners, and “they said unto His disciples, Why eateth your master with 
publicans and sinners? But when Jesus heard that, He said unto them, 
They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. But go 
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ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy and not sacrifice; for 
I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” Matt. 
9:10-13. When they found fault with the way He was walking, He said, I 
am walking according to the Scriptures, and if you were following those 
Scriptures, you would not find fault with Me. These men were the leaders 
of the religious thought of the day. They were looked upon as the teach-
ers of the people, and they prided themselves in that position. Yet they 
criticised Christ’s walk.

Let us read another record:  “And when the chief priests and the 
scribes saw the wonderful things that He did, and the children crying in 
the temple, and saying, Hosanna to the Son of David; they were sore dis-
pleased.” What displeased them?—Because the children cried Hosanna to 
Christ and not to the scribes and Pharisees. “And said unto Him, Hearest 
Thou what these say? And Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read, 
Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings Thou hast perfected praise?” I 
am walking in accordance with the Scriptures.

Let us turn to Mark’s Gospel on this point; “And it came to pass that 
He went through the cornfields on the Sabbath day; and His disciples 
began, as they went, to pluck the ears of corn. And the Pharisees said unto 
Him, Behold, why do they on the Sabbath day that which is not lawful?” 
Mark 2:23, 24. For what did they find fault with Him this time? The first 
time it was about sitting down and eating with sinners; but it was His 
glory to receive sinners then, and it is so now. The second time they found 
fault with Him about the children singing His praises. Let them sing 
them now. The third time it was because He did not keep the Sabbath day 
according to their idea, and how does He meet it? “Have ye never read 
what David did, when he had need and was an hungered, he and all that 
were with him?” If you had read the Scriptures, you would not have found 
fault with Me in that way. The principles laid down in the Scriptures are 
the principles which govern My life, but I am not walking according to 
your interpretation of the Scriptures.

With those who desire the truth, as soon as the truth is presented 
to them, the controversy is at an end. Those who desire an argument will 
dodge from one point to another, as did the Pharisees with Christ.
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“And He entered again into the synagogue; and there was a man 
there which had a withered hand. And they watched Him, whether He 
would heal him on the Sabbath day.” The same controversy again. “And 
He saith unto the man which had the withered hand, Stand forth. And 
He saith unto them, Is it lawful to do good on the Sabbath days, or to do 
evil? to save life, or to kill? But they held their peace.” Mark 3:1-4. Well 
they might; for there was nothing to be said. And He healed the man.

The Controversy in Christ’s Time and Ours.

In Christ’s time the controversy between Him and the Pharisees was 
how to keep the Sabbath; and when Christ settled it, He settled it on the 
basis of the Scriptures. The controversy to-day is, Which day shall we 
keep for the Sabbath? Settle it on the same ground. That is walking as 
Christ walked. “He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also so to 
walk even as He walked,” not as people say He walked. If someone says 
that Christ kept the first day of the week, go to the Bible, and ask for the 
record. If some claim that the Sabbath was changed by Him or by the 
apostles in honour of His resurrection, ask for a “Thus saith the Lord.” 
The word is our only safe guide. Walk as He walked. The man who walks 
as Christ walks will not necessarily walk as the leading religious teachers 
of the day walk. Christ did not; for it was the Pharisees who found fault 
with Him. Christ did not conform His life to their ideas. He told them 
what the Scripture said, and told them that He was walking in accordance 
to that word. And to-day let that word settle every controversy.

Christ the Manifestation of the Character of God.

When Christ, looking back over His life of thirty-three years, said 
that He had finished the work His Father gave Him to do, how did He 
sum it all up? “All things that I have heard of My Father I have made 
known unto you.” “If ye keep My commandments, ye shall abide in My 
love, even as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His 
love.” John 15:15, 10. In this statement we have not so much a command 
as an example, and when Christ said that, He gave His complete biogra-
phy. When he said, “I have kept My Father’s commandments,” He gave 
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His whole life-history. And what does it mean?—I have manifested the 
character of My Father. What, then, does it mean to keep the command-
ments?—It  means to manifest the character of God as it appeared in 
Jesus Christ. Nothing short of that is keeping the commandments. The 
Pharisees prided themselves that they were keeping the commandments, 
but Christ said, “Ye know not the Scriptures.” What they knew about 
the Scriptures, they had learned by the head. What we learn about the 
Scriptures, we must learn by heart, “the eyes of your understanding being 
enlightened, that ye may know,”—know it really and truly by heart.

When Christ told them that He had kept His Father’s command-
ments, He told them that He was the manifestation of God on the earth. 
He told them in those words that God was in Christ, reconciling the 
world unto Himself; He told them that He did not speak His own words, 
but the words of His Father. “The Father that dwelleth in Me, He doeth 
the works.” He told them that He was the Word of God on the earth, 
because He was declaring the character of God. He told them He was 
Jesus Christ. All this He told them in these words:  “I have kept My 
Father’s commandments.” Christ was a man, the Son of man. There has, 
then, been one man who walked this earth, and kept the commandments 
of God. He is our example. We are to walk as He walked.

Can We Keep the Commandments?

When we thus learn from the Scriptures that keeping the com-
mandments is manifesting the character of God, we may say, It is impos-
sible for us to do that. That is a good beginning. We cannot do it, that is 
true. But who did keep the commandments?—Jesus Christ. And who 
can do it over again, even in sinful flesh?—Jesus Christ. And how shall 
we walk as He walked? “And what agreement hath the temple of God 
with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I 
will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be My People.” 2 Cor. 6: 16. God dwelt in Christ and walked in 
Christ. Christ was the branch unto God that He might be the vine unto 
us, that the life through Him might flow into us as branches, that we 
might bear the fruit of the vine.
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“He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also so to walk even 
as He walked.” Let the scripture tell how He walked:  “I have kept my 
Father’s commandments.” The life of God abides in him who abides in 
Christ, and the scripture is fulfilled, “I will dwell in them and walk in 
them.” God in Christ, by His Holy Spirit dwelling in the man, walks in 
him. This shows how we can walk as Christ walked.

But first of all, take what the word of God says. Do not take what 
man says. Let the light of God shine upon His word. Let His Holy Spirit 
teach us the blessed living truth of His word, and God Himself will fulfil 
His word in everyone who thus receives it.

But let us read further:  “A new heart also will I give you, and a new 
spirit will I put within you; and I will take away the stony heart out of 
your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh. And I will put My Spirit 
within you, and cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye shall keep My 
judgments and do them.” Eze. 36:26, 27. That is the promise of God. But 
when He says, “My Child, this way,” and I choose to go another way, He 
does not cause us to walk in His way. He does not cause us to do contrary 
to our will in this matter. But when one says, Lord, show me the way (Ps. 
119:33), He shows him the way, and causes him to walk in it. That is the 
way of His working.

The blessed Bible teaches us the same truth in a hundred different 
ways. Suppose we turn to a page of what we may call God’s picture book. 
To help children to understand, we give them pictures to illustrate what 
we are teaching. We are but children, and God often tells us a truth by 
putting a picture before us. Here is one:—

“And great multitudes came unto Him, having with them those that 
were lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and many others, and cast them down 
at Jesus’ feet; and He healed them.” Could any one be much worse off? 
They were in a terrible plight, but “He healed them.” “Insomuch that the 
multitude wondered, when they saw the dumb to speak, the maimed to be 
whole, the lame to walk, and the blind to see; and they glorified the God 
of Israel.” Matt. 15:30, 31. We are lame; we cannot walk as Christ walked. 
Christ had a noble walk. We cannot walk that kind of a walk. What does 
He do for us? He healed them; cannot He heal us?
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Here is another of God’s pictures, which we have looked at many 
times. It is the picture of the man lame from his mother’s womb. Take 
the Scripture just as it reads. What was the matter with this man? He was 
lame. And how long had he been lame?—All his life. What did Peter say 
to him?—“Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee:  in 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.” What then? “And 
he took him by the right hand and lifted him up, and immediately his feet 
and ankle bones received strength.” And when he had received strength, 
what did he do?—“And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with 
them into the temple, walking and leaping, and praising God.” But he had 
to receive strength in the name of Jesus of Nazareth before he could walk. 
And the people “were filled with wonder and amazement at that which 
had happened unto him.” “And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the 
people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this?” Ye men that believe in 
Israel’s God, why do ye wonder at this? Do you not believe in a God of 
power? “Why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or 
holiness we had made this man to walk?” Acts 3:6-12.

Walking As Christ Walked.

No man can make another walk as Christ walked if he has not the 
strength to walk that way. It is through faith in Jesus of Nazareth. “And 
His name, through faith in His name, hath made this man strong, whom 
ye see and know; yea, the faith which is by Him hath given him this per-
fect soundness in the presence of you all.” Israel’s God lives to-day, and the 
same power that touched that man who never had walked and made him 
able to walk, can take the worst sinner, who never has stepped one step in 
the steps of Jesus Christ, and make him to walk as Christ walked. “In the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.”

Here is another picture to show us that we can walk as He walked 
through faith in His name:  “And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impo-
tent in his feet, being a cripple from his mother’s womb, who never had 
walked.” But he had heard Paul speak, and the message had taken hold of 
his heart. Paul saw that he had faith to be healed, and he “said with a loud 
voice, stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped and walked.” Acts 14:8-10. 
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And he walked like a well man. He was made well in order that he might 
do this. That is the work of Jesus Christ. And to-day by His power we can 
walk as He walked. “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
so walk ye in Him.” Col. 2:6. And to walk in Him is the only way we can 
walk as He walked.

“And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given Him-
self for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour.” 
Eph. 5:2. Many people have a very incorrect idea of what it means to walk 
in love. They seem to have an idea that it is to get up a kind of ecstasy so 
that they do not know where they are or what they are doing. It means to 
them to get above the ordinary things of life. This is not the correct view. 
The Scripture defines exactly what it means to walk in love. “And this is 
love that we walk after His commandments.” 2 John 6. “For this is the 
love of God that we keep His commandments.” I John 5: 3. “If ye love 
Me,” Christ said, “keep My commandments.” “If ye keep My Command-
ments, ye shall abide in My love, even as I have kept My Father’s com-
mandments, and abide in His love.” John 15:10. The love of God is not a 
sentimental emotion, not a fanatical frenzy of experience. Christ worked 
at the carpenter’s bench during the greater part of His life. He went down 
to Nazareth and was subject to His parents. His walk as a young man is 
the walk for every young man. Christ tells us how to love Him. He does 
not accept anything else.

It is of great importance for us to—

Get a Right Idea of Jesus Christ.

Let a man get a wrong idea of Him, and He will devote his life to his 
false idea, and sacrifice the lives of all who do not see his Christ as He 
sees Him. Take, for instance, the example of Paul. He was looking for 
Messiah; but it was his Messiah, not the Lord’s Messiah, so that when 
the Lord’s Messiah came he did not see Him. Some did, and believed 
on Him, and Paul immediately began to persecute them because they 
did not believe on his Christ. “For ye have heard of my conversation in 
time past in the Jews’ religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the 
church of God, and wasted it.” “In the Jews’ religion.” God’s religion never 
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persecuted anybody. It is man’s religion that leads one to persecute those 
who do not see his Christ. God’s religion never does so. “And profited in 
the Jews’ religion above many my equals in mine own nation.” Observe 
what the Jews’ religion was. “Being more exceedingly zealous of the tradi-
tions of my fathers.” Gal. 1:13, 14. He was zealous of the traditions of his 
fathers, not of the word of God. “But when it pleased God who separated 
me from my mother’s womb, and called me by His grace, to reveal His 
Son in me, that I might preach Him among the heathen; immediately 
I conferred not with flesh and blood. Neither went I up to Jerusalem to 
them that were apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned 
again unto Damascus. Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to 
see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days. But other of the apostles saw 
I none, save James the Lord’s brother. Now the things which I write unto 
yon, behold, before God, I lie not. Afterward I came into the region of 
Syria and Cilicia; and was unknown by face unto the churches of Judea 
which were in Christ; but they had heard only, that he which persecuted 
us in times past now preacheth the faith which once he destroyed. And 
they glorified God in me.” Gal. 1:15-24. It is important that we have a 
true idea of Christ.

Christ is All and in All,

and in order to walk as He walked, we must know Him in His capacity of 
adapting Himself to us. The Scripture sets Him forth in this way, that we 
may appropriate the love of God to ourselves.

“I am the door.” John 10:7. That is the entrance. No man can enter 
except through Christ.

“I am the way.” John 14:6. I am the door and the way to walk in.
“I am the light of the world.” John 8:12. I am the door, the way, the 

light. This is a dark world, and we need a light.
“I am that bread of life.” John 6:48. We need strength to walk in the 

way. “I am that bread of life.”
“I am the good shepherd.” John 10:11. He is the companion who 

goes with His sheep.
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“I am … the life.” John 14:6. This is the power for the way.
“I am the resurrection.” John 11:25. That is the end of the road.
I am the door, I am the way, I am the light, I am the bread, I am the 

Good Shepherd, I am the life, I am the resurrection. That is:  I am the 
entrance, the road, the light to walk by, the strength to walk with, the 
companion by the way, the power for the way, and the end of the way. And 
so David in the 23rd Psalm says, “Yea, though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for Thou art with me; Thy rod and 
Thy staff they comfort me.” Jesus Christ’s walk extends not simply to the 
grave, but through the grave. And because of this, we may go through the 
valley of the shadow of death, and not be left in it. “I am the resurrection 
and the life;” and he who abides in Christ, who is the door, the way, the 
light, the bread, the Good Shepherd, the life, and the resurrection, does 
walk “even as He walked.”
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sermons in stone

octoBer 23, 1895 armadale camPmeeting talk, 
The BiBle echo, decemBer 16 & 23, 1895

Some poet has spoken of seeing sermons in stones, and this will be our 
study this morning—to see “sermons in stones.”

“Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well; whose 
branches run over the wall. The archers have sorely grieved him, and shot 
at him, and hated him; but his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his 
hands were made strong by the hands of the Mighty God of Jacob (from 
thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel).” “To whom coming, as unto 
a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God and pre-
cious, ye also, as living stones, are built up a spiritual house, a holy priest-
hood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ” 
Gen. 49:22-24; 1Peter 2:4, 5. We shall see different cases, where, under 
one experience and another, one record and another, this thought of the 
“living stone” is brought out.

“Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim. And Moses 
said unto Joshua, choose us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek; to-
morrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in mine 
hand. So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought with Amalek; 
and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. And it came to 
pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed; and when he let 
down his hand, Amalek prevailed. But Moses’ hands were heavy; and they 
took a stone, and put it under him, and He sat thereon.” Ex. 17:8-12 The 
fact that Moses sat upon a stone means something more than simply that 
he had something to sit upon. It indicates that it was the God of Israel, 
“the stone of Israel,” who gave him the victory.
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The Stone in the Hand of Israel’s Shepherd Boy.

We have, too, the case of David and Goliath. We need not take time 
to read how the Philistines had defeated the army of Israel, and how Goli-
ath came out morning after morning to defy them. David, who was but 
a shepherd boy at this time, came down to visit his brethren. They rather 
despised him. “And Eliab’s anger was kindled against David, and he said, 
Why camest thou down hither? and with whom hast thou left those few 
sheep in the wilderness? “I Sam. 17:28. David came from keeping the 
sheep. A shepherd is one who keeps his sheep, not loses them. Christ is 
the Good Shepherd.

David, after talking with Saul, obtained his consent to go out and 
fight Goliath, and “Saul armed David with his armour, and he put a 
helmet of brass upon his head; also he armed him with a coat of mail.” He 
thought that if David was going to fight against Goliath, he would need 
armour. “And David said unto Saul, I cannot go with these; for I have not 
proved them. And David put them off him. And he took his staff in his 
hand, and chose him five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them 
in a shepherd’s bag which he had, even in a scrip; and his sling was in 
his hand: and he drew near to the Philistine. And the Philistine came on 
and drew near unto David; and the man that bare the shield went before 
him. And when the Philistine looked about and saw David, he disdained 
him; for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and of a fair countenance. And 
the Philistine said unto David, Am I a dog, that thou comest to me with 
staves? And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. And the Philistine 
said to David, Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the fowls of the 
air, and to the beasts of the field. Then said David to the Philistine, Thou 
comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield; but I 
come to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of 
Israel, whom thou hast defied…. And it came to pass when the Philistine 
arose, and came, and drew nigh to meet David, that David hasted, and ran 
toward the army to meet the Philistine. And David put his hand in his 
bag, and took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the Philistine in his 
forehead, that the stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon his face 
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to the earth. So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with 
a stone.” 1 Sam. 17:38-50.

David went out in the name of the Lord, and Jesus went with him to 
give him the victory simply by a stone. It was not simply David’s power and 
accuracy that caused that stone to sink into the forehead of the Philistine. 
It was the power of the Lord, who was fighting the battle for him. That 
record is for us. We have battles to fight against the enemy of the Lord of 
hosts, and we prevail over him with a stone. David without armour, with-
out implements of warfare, David going forth in the faith of the Lord of 
hosts, is the example for us. He prevailed with a stone. Jesus Christ, the 
living stone, is our strength and power for our battles with the enemy.

A Building of Prepared Stones.

In 1 Kings 6, we have a record of the building of Solomon’s temple. 
In the 7th verse is a description of the house:  “And the house, when it was 
in building, was built of stone made ready before it was brought thither; 
so that there was neither hammer nor ax nor any tool of iron heard in the 
house, while it was in building.” The stones of this temple were quarried 
out and hewn, and each stone fitted for its particular place in the temple, 
before they were brought together; and then when they were brought from 
the quarry, each stone fitted into its place. The building was put together, 
stone upon stone, and there was heard no sound of ax or hammer. “They 
prepared timbers and stones to build the house.” But all the preparing was 
done before they were fitted together.

“Ye also as lively stones, are built up—

A Spiritual House,

a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by 
Christ Jesus. Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay 
in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious; and he that believeth on Him 
shall not be confounded. Unto you therefore which believe He is precious; 
but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disal-
lowed, the same is made the head of the corner, and a stone of stumbling, 
and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being dis-
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obedient.” 1 Pet. 2:4-8. Christ is the living stone; and as soon as we come 
in contact with Him, we become living stones. Apart from Him, we are 
dead; but coming in contact with Him, we are built up a spiritual house 
for Him, “whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and rejoicing 
of the hope firm unto the end” (Heb. 3:6); “Jesus Christ Himself, being 
the chief cornerstone.” Eph. 2:20. “For ye are the temple of the living 
God.” 2 Cor. 6:16. And the whole house, fitly framed together, groweth 
unto an holy temple in the Lord. We are built together for an habitation 
of God. Each believer is a temple of God, and then the believers are built 
together, and that makes the church, which is the temple of the living 
God, He, by His Holy Spirit, taking up His dwelling place there.

We become living stones because He is a living stone, and we are 
built upon Him. Other foundation can no man lay than that which is laid. 
“I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen 
down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up.” He will 
gather again a people with which to build His church. He is at work now, 
preparing the stones for His temple. They are being quarried and hewn, 
each one to fill his place in the temple of God. When that temple is com-
plete, the work will be done.

Preparing the Stones.

In Hosea we have again brought to view the figure of preparation: 
“O Ephraim, what shall I do unto thee? O Judah, What shall I do unto 
thee? for your goodness is as a morning cloud, and as the early dew it 
goeth away. Therefore have I hewed them by the prophets.” The Lord 
takes us out of the quarry, rough unhewn stones. That is the beginning 
of our experience. Each individual is to be fitted for his particular place 
in the temple of God. And when the temple is fitted together, it will be 
without the sound of ax or hammer. That is done before. It is then that 
He says, “Come, ye blessed of My Father.” But we are not to wait till that 
time to prepare. The work of preparing these rough, unhewn stones must 
be done before. I once visited a cemetery in which was a very beautiful 
statue of a man standing by a chair. It was of heroic size; and the attendant 
called my attention to the fact that that was all carved out of one stone. 
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The sculptor, when he started, saw an immense stone, but he also saw the 
man and the chair. As he looks, he loses sight of the rough edges, and sees 
instead a man of heroic size, standing there perfect. Everything else must 
be cut away, and he goes to work with his tools. He wants the world to see 
what he sees, and so he cuts away everything but the man and the chair.

God takes us, rough, unlikely-looking stones; but He sees in us an 
expression of His character, and He looks upon us, not as rough stones, 
but as what we may be. Even then He sees in us Jesus Christ. And so He 
goes to work to cut and to polish. What is He doing? Some would think 
that He was destroying the whole thing. But He has a place for that stone, 
and He wants it cut in a particular way. These are the hard experiences 
of life, when it seems as if Christ would pound us to pieces. But He will 
not spoil His stone. He knows exactly the place it is to fill in His temple, 
and He is cutting it so that it will fit. The Lord carries on His work of 
preparing, that a people may be prepared, each one to fit in his place in 
the heavenly temple, and each one becomes a living stone, because of his 
contact with Christ, the living stone. God will develop in each one just 
that phase of character that will fit the best in the place He wants filled. 
When He comes, He says, Let the work of preparation cease. “He that is 
unjust, let him he unjust still; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still; 
and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still; and he that is holy, let 
him be holy still.” Rev. 22:11.

When we receive Jesus Christ, God sees in us that perfection of char-
acter which we may attain. He knows what He purposes to do with us. He 
gives us the character of Christ, and then looks upon that character and so 
“we are accepted in the Beloved.” He accepts us, not for what we are, but 
for what He purposes to make of us and for what Christ is. He will make 
of each one of us a stone for His temple. The Master-builder looks at the 
rough stone, and sees in it His model of perfection. He accepts us, not for 
what we are, but for what He is.

Let us turn to another line of thought. “And He gave unto Moses, 
when He had made an end of communing with him upon Mount Sinai, 
two tables of testimony, tables of stone, written with the finger of God.” Ex. 
31:18. In Ex. 34:28 we are told what was written there. You will remember 
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that when Moses came down from the mount the first time, he found that 
the children of Israel had broken God’s commandments already, and were 
worshipping idols; and that when he saw them, he cast the two tables of 
stone down and broke them. Then God told him to prepare two more 
tables. You see in this the rewriting of the law. Man in the first place broke 
the law. God then wrote it on the tables of stone. After He had written 
it there to tell them in words what His character was, Jesus Christ came 
to interpret it in His life. Jesus Christ was the one who spoke the law on 
Sinai; and when He came, in human flesh, He sat upon another mount, 
and spoke the law over again. We have it in the sermon on the mount. It 
was the same law, the same Christ, the same principles, but He was open-
ing it out. He not only opened it out in words, but He Himself was the 
law, the expression of God’s character. He tells us what God is, not only in 
His word, but by being that among us. He was God manifest in the flesh. 
“The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.”

Then Christ is the stone, the stone of Israel. God wrote the law per-
fectly and completely in the first place on the tables of stone, and gave 
them to the people. Then He wrote that same law upon the Living Stone 
and gave it to the people. Thus, you will see, Christ is the living law. That 
was putting the law in stone the second time. Here, then we have the law 
in stone twice; on the tables of stone, written with the finger of God, and 
on the Living Stone, Christ, and presented to the people.

Let us consider for a moment—

The Law Written on the Tables of Stone.

“Moreover the law entered that the offence might abound.” It came 
to give the knowledge of sin, and to condemn sin. “The sting of death is 
sin, and the strength of sin is the law.” Rom. 5:20; I Cor. 15:56. Sin is not 
taken into account where there is no law. Sin results in death. “Sin, when it 
is finished, bringeth forth death.” Jas. 1:15. The law on the tables of stone, 
simply as the ten words of God, condemns to death. “Death passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned.” Then when we meet the law simply as 
God’s code, it means death to us. But God has put that same law upon 
living stone, and when we meet it written on the Living Stone, it means 
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life to us; but it is still the same law. We must either meet the law upon 
the tables of stone, and be condemned and put to death by it, or we must 
meet it upon the Living Stone, and be made alive by it. But we must meet 
it. God does not ask us whether we want to or not. What we say makes no 
difference. But whether we are condemned or made alive by it, it is the law 
of God just the same. It is our attitude toward it that makes the difference. 
The law in Jesus Christ is—

The Law of the Spirit of Life.

He is the Living Stone, the Rock of Ages.
“And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken; but on 

whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder.” Matt. 21:44. One of 
two things must happen:  We must fall on the stone, or the stone must fall 
on us. If we fall on the stone, we come down on top; we shall be broken, 
and He will heal us. If we fall the other way, the stone comes down on 
top, and it grinds us to powder. One of these experiences comes to every 
one. Shall we fall on the living stone, or shall it fall on us, and grind us to 
powder? We must meet the law of God out of Christ or in Christ.  When 
we meet God out of Christ, He is a consuming fire; when we meet Him in 
Christ, He is our glory. We must be hidden in the Rock in order to see the 
glory of God without perishing. I beseech you to think most earnestly of 
this lesson. We must be brought face to face with the law of God. When 
the Spirit of God brings the law before our minds, and brings conviction, 
it is that we may be forgiven and cleansed.

God’s Great Purpose

Let me call your attention to another point. God’s purpose in his-
tory, in types, in shadows, in ceremonies, is to preach the gospel; and even 
in some of those thing that seem to us the most forbidding, God is still 
preaching the gospel. I doubt not that in the minds of many there has 
been a feeling that stoning to death was a terrible punishment, and how 
many look to it as a way of preaching the gospel? You remember that in 
the days of the theocracy of God, when His law was the law of the nation, 
any offence against it was punished by stoning. But in this method of 
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punishing for breaking the national law, God was preaching the gospel. If 
you will make a study of this, and look up each of the ten commandments, 
you will find that the punishment for breaking it as a national law was 
stoning. And how was the gospel preached in this? God was teaching the 
people, in this form of punishment, that the law out of Christ would stone 
them to death. Just as these literal stones killed them, the law in dead 
stone would put them to death. He was even in this way teaching them of 
the Living Stone, the Stone of Israel, the law in life, and that is the gospel.

“And when the tempter came to Him, he said, If thou be the Son 
of God,—

Command That These Stones Be Made Bread.

Matt. 4:3 It seems as if God has put lessons for us even in the devil’s 
mouth. Some preach Christ through envy, but nevertheless Christ is 
preached. “If Thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be 
made bread.” Christ’s work on this earth was to change stones to bread, 
that the law which on the tables of stone condemns and kills should be 
changed in Him, the Living Stone, into the very bread of life. His work 
all through His career was to change stones into bread, put the law into 
the gospel, change death into life, and become the living life. He said, “I 
am the bread of life,” and at the same time He is the Stone of Israel. The 
law of God, lived by Christ, becomes life, and He says the commandment 
is life everlasting. So while Christ refused for His own benefit to change 
literal stones into bread, yet His whole life was spent in changing stones 
into bread to satisfy the longing of hungry souls. When we receive the law 
of God in Christ, it has power to make us like unto Himself.

A Building All Glorious Within.

This lesson of stones goes all through the Scripture. Suppose we take 
the lesson found in I Kings 6:14:  “So Solomon built the house, and fin-
ished it.” Remember that this house was built of stone. From the outside, 
all that could be seen was stone; and you know that sometimes a stone 
building looks rather cold and uninviting. “So Solomon built the house, 
and finished it. And he built the walls of the house within with boards 
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of cedar, both the floor of the house, and the walls of the ceiling; and he 
covered them on the inside with wood, and covered the floor of the house 
with planks of fir. And he built twenty cubits on the sides of the house, 
both the floor and the walls with boards of cedar; he even built them for 
it within, even for the oracle, even for the most holy place. And the house, 
that is, the temple before it, was forty cubits long. And the cedar of the 
house within was carved with knops and open flowers:  all was cedar; there 
was no stone seen.”

“So Solomon overlaid the house within with pure gold.” From the 
outside it was building of stone, nothing but stone. But inside there was 
not a stone to be seen. Stand outside of Christ, look from without at the 
Christian life, and all you see is two tables of stone. It seems forbidding; 
but come inside. You need not take down the stone to do this. Come 
inside, and the building is aflame with gold. It is only those who stand 
outside who complain that it is a hard law which they have to keep. Come 
inside; there are no stones to be seen inside, and yet they are not taken 
away. By them the building stands. Suppose you take them away, what 
becomes of the rest of the building?—Down it falls. Takes away the law, 
and the gospel comes with it. You cannot keep the pure gold of the gospel 
apart from the law. Come inside. There you will see nothing but pure gold.

Another thought. Just as soon as you enter a building of gold, your 
image will be reflected everywhere. Christ would have us reflect His image 
in the temple of the living God.

All through the Scripture mention is made of walled cities, and these 
walls were made of stones. Jerusalem was—

A Walled City.

The wall was meant as a protection. But if a city is shut in with a wall, no 
matter how elaborate, if there is a flaw in it, the protection is gone. The 
enemy never attacks a walled city that has a breach in the wall anywhere 
except at the open place. You will find that this idea of the wall is made 
very prominent throughout the Scriptures. We will notice it in Nehemiah. 
He was sorry because the city of his fathers lay waste, and the wall was torn 
down; and he proposed to go up and rebuild the city and the wall. “But it 
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came to pass,” he says in his record, “that when Sanballat heard that we 
builded the wall, he was wroth, and took great indignation, and mocked 
the Jews. And he spake before his brethren and the army of Samaria, and 
said, What do these feeble Jews? Will they fortify themselves? Will they 
sacrifice? Will they make an end in a day? Will they revive the stones out 
of the heaps of the rubbish which are burned?” Neh. 4:1, 2. What do they 
think they are going to do? The stones are buried. Do these feeble Jews 
think that they are going to recover them? “Now Tobiah the Ammonite 
was by him, and he said, Even that which they build, if a fox go up, he shall 
even break down their stone wall. Hear, O our God, for we are despised; 
and turn their reproach upon their own head, and give them for a prey in 
the land of captivity, and cover not their iniquity, and let not their sin be 
blotted out from before Thee; for they have provoked Thee to anger before 
the builders. So built we the wall; and all the wall was joined together unto 
the half thereof; for the people had a mind to work.”

God’s Wall for His People.

We read in Mark that a certain man planted a vineyard and set a 
hedge about it. What was the hedge for?—Protection. The Lord brought 
up His vine out of Egypt, and set it anew, and built a hedge about it. That 
is the purpose of a wall—to protect and keep out the enemy; but the wall 
must be complete. God has built a wall for His people. The law is this 
protection, but in order to be a complete protection, it must be a complete 
wall. Our safety is in having a complete wall; but they have broken down 
the wall sadly. It is God’s purpose to have it built again. “Is not this the 
fast that I have chosen,” He says, “to undo the heavy burdens, and to let 
the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke? Is it not to deal thy 
bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy 
house? When thou seest the naked, that thou cover him, and that thou 
hide not thyself from thine own flesh? Then shall thy light break forth as 
the morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily; and thy righ-
teousness shall go before thee; the glory of the Lord shall by thy rereward. 
Then shalt thou call, and the Lord shall answer; thou shalt cry, and He 
shall say, Here I am. If thou take away from the midst of thee the yoke, the 
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putting forth of the finger, and speaking vanity; and if thou draw out thy 
soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul; then shall thy light rise in 
obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noonday:  and the Lord shall guide 
thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones:  
and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose 
waters fail not. And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste 
places:  thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou 
shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell 
in. If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure 
on my holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, 
honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor find-
ing thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words:  then shalt thou 
delight thyself in the LORD; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high 
places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for 
the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.” Isa. 58:6-14

A Breach to Be Repaired.

There has been a breach made in the wall God would set about His 
people. It is to be repaired, and God’s people are to be hedged in with 
a perfect law, every commandment is to be restored. And “they shall be 
called, The repairer of the breach.” Every man builds over against his own 
house. Are you building over against your house in repairing the breach? 
If so, the wall will be built again, even in troublous times.

This is only a mere hint of what is contained in the Scripture about 
stones. God would have us keep His words in mind, that we may live in 
them, and that above all, and in all, and through all, we shall see Jesus 
Christ, the Stone of Israel, the Rock of Ages.
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tHe kingdom of god

or, tHe great controversy BetWeen good and evil

octoBer 23, 1895 armadale camPmeeting talk, 
The BiBle echo, feBruary 17 & 24, 1896

“Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it in heaven.” 
Matt. 6:10.

It may help us to understand more clearly our own relation to God, 
and what the service of God means—what religion really is—if we study 
the fact that the cross of Jesus Christ has to do with more than this earth. 
We take altogether too limited a view of God’s plan of salvation if we 
confine its working simply to this world of ours.

In this petition the contrast is drawn between heaven and earth, and 
the prayer is that the will of God may be done on earth as it is done in 
heaven. The fact that God’s will reigns supreme there, makes heaven what 
it is; and because God’s will is not done here, makes this world what it is.

The Universe Interested in the Plan of Salvation.

Let us first notice two or three scriptures which will call our atten-
tion to the thought that heaven has been affected, and is still affected, by 
God’s plan of salvation. Sin has affected more than this world, and more 
than this world depends upon God’s plan of salvation. In his epistle to the 
Ephesians, Paul says, “Having made known unto us the mystery of His 
will, according to His good pleasure which He hath purposed in Himself:  
That in the dispensation of the fulness of times, He might gather together 
in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on 
earth; even in Him.” Eph. 1:9, 10. “For it pleased the Father that in Him 
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should all fulness dwell; and, having made peace through the blood of His 
cross, by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself; by Him, I say, whether 
they be things in earth, or things in heaven.” Col. 1:19, 20.

It may seem at first thought somewhat strange that there should be 
anything in heaven needing to be reconciled by the blood of His cross, but 
so it says. God’s plan of salvation extends further than reconciling those 
that are on the earth. There is something to be reconciled that has to do 
with things in heaven.

Rebellion in Heaven.

In the Revelation John says, “And there was war in heaven.” We are 
accustomed to the idea that this earth only has been in a state of rebellion; 
but this scripture says that there was war in heaven. “Michael and His 
angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon fought and his angels, 
and prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. And 
the dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil and Satan, 
which deceiveth the whole world:  he was cast out into the earth, and his 
angels were cast out with him. And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, 
Now is come salvation and strength, and the kingdom of our God and the 
power of His Christ; for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which 
accused them before our God day and night.”

“Michael and His angels fought.” Michael is Christ. Three very simple 
scriptures will show us that. “Yet Michael the archangel, when contend-
ing with the devil, He disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring 
against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.” Jude 9. 
There we find that Michael is spoken of as the archangel. And in Thessa-
lonians Paul says, “For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of the archangel.” 1 Thess. 4:16. The Lord Himself 
shall descend with the voice of the archangel. But we read in John 5:25, 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming and now is, when the 
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, … and shall come forth.” 
Michael is the archangel; the Lord will descend with the voice of the 
archangel; and it is the Lord’s voice that calls the dead from their tombs.



The Kingdom of God |  55

“And the dragon was cast out, that old serpent.” Not in the sense that 
we use the expression—that old serpent himself—but that ancient ser-
pent, that one that caused the trouble in Eden. There was war in heaven, 
and the old serpent, the one that caused trouble in Eden, and is still caus-
ing trouble here, raised the rebellion, led in the fight, and was cast down 
to the earth.

Is there any way by which we can tell

What Caused the Trouble in Heaven?

I think we can tell very easily by reading the experience of Christ with 
Satan when He was here on this earth. “Therefore when they were gath-
ered together Pilate said unto them, Whom will ye that I release unto 
you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is called Christ? For he knew that for envy 
they had delivered Him.” Matt. 27:17, 18. It was envy on the part of Satan 
against Christ that caused the war in heaven in the first place, and those 
who are opposed to Christ will have the same disposition to-day. Speaking 
of the experience of those who had been converted, and of what they had 
been before that, Paul says, “For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, 
disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice 
and envy, hateful and hating one another.” Titus 3:3. Envy is character-
istic of the natural heart, as we see from Rom. 1:29:  “Being filled with 
all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; 
full of envy.” It was envy that set up the opposition to Christ when He was 
here in the flesh,—simply the carrying forward of that same feeling that 
set up the strife in heaven. What is envy?—The desire of one to occupy 
a higher position than he does, a feeling of great self-worthiness. Love 
never feels like that; “love envieth not.”

The Scripture points out very clearly that it was a feeling of envy 
on the part of Satan that led to all the trouble in heaven. “How art thou 
fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut 
down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations? For thou hast said 
in thine heart,” notice the next five statements, and see how everyone of 
them begins, “I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the 
stars of God:  I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the 
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sides of the north:  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be 
like the Most High.” Isa. 14:12-14. Ezekiel also speaks of Satan, “Thus 
saith the Lord God, Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom and perfect 
in beauty. Thou hast been in Eden, the garden of God; every precious 
stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, 
the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, 
and gold; the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared 
in thee in the day that thou wast created. Thou art the anointed cherub 
that covereth; and I have set thee so; thou wast upon the holy mountain 
of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. 
Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till 
iniquity was found in thee. By the multitude of thy merchandise they 
have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned; there-
fore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God; and I will 
destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. 
Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy 
wisdom by reason of thy brightness; I will cast thee to the ground, I will 
lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee.” Eze. 28:12-17. From 
these scriptures you will see that it was a feeling of envy on the part of 
Satan that led to the difficulty in heaven.

Christ was begotten, not created; Satan was created, not begotten. As 
the only begotten Son, Christ could enter fully into the councils of God. 
Because he could not do this as Christ did, envy sprang up in the heart of 
Satan, and he began to determine, I will exalt myself. He began to stir up 
rebellion, to say, God is arbitrary, and he began also to get his sympathis-
ers. “We are in slavery, and I have a better plan of government. Choose 
me as leader, exalt me, and then I will exalt you.” Do you not see the same 
principle that has been in the world ever since the fall? You exalt me and 
I will exalt you,—perhaps.

Satan’s Disaffection.

Satan succeeded in getting enough followers to make a rebellion in 
heaven. Being cast out there he determined to set up his kingdom in this 
earth, and show to the universe that he could run a government. Gradu-
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ally he would extend this government till he took away from God the 
dominion, and then “he would be like the Most High;” he would be God.

He started in just the same way that he started in heaven, by creating 
dissatisfaction. He said to the woman, “God knows that in the day you eat 
of the tree of knowledge, you will be as gods. The reason He gave why you 
should not eat of the tree, is not true. He told you that you would die, but 
that is not so. The fact is, that when you eat of the tree, you will be like 
Him. He does not want that, so He is keeping you down. If you listen to 
me and eat, you will be as gods.” And they tried it. In doing that Adam 
proved false to God, and passed everything into the hands of Satan.

Adam and His Dominion.

Adam was in a special sense the son of God. “Which was the son of 
Enos, which was the son of Seth, which was the son of Adam, which was 
the son of God.” Luke 3:38. He was a son of God in a different sense from 
what we are. The Scripture says, “Beloved now are we the sons of God.” 
But we are the sons of God by re-creation; Adam was the son of God 
by creation in the first place. He was set here to have dominion over this 
part of the universe as God’s representative. “And God said, Let us make 
man in our image, after our likeness; and let him have dominion over the 
fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over 
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.” God made Adam His 
premier, and placed the dominion in his hands, recognising him as His 
representative in this earth.

The Dominion Usurped by Fraud.

The devil, cast out of heaven by this war, comes to the earth, and by 
misrepresentation induces Adam, Christ’s representative, to hand over to 
him the dominion of this earth. He takes possession of it by lying and 
fraud; and determines to carry out here what he failed to do in heaven. 
This is recognised in the Scripture. Christ said, “Hereafter I will not talk 
much with you; for the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in 
Me.” John 14:30 “In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of 
them which believe not.” 2 Cor. 4: 4. Satan refers to this fact in the temp-
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tation of Christ in the wilderness. “And the devil, taking Him up into 
an high mountain, showed unto Him all the kingdoms of the world in a 
moment of time. And the devil said unto Him, All this power will I give 
Thee, and the glory of them; for that is delivered unto me, and to whomsoever 
I will I give it. If Thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be Thine.” Luke 
4:4-7. He got possession of this world, and set up his kingdom, and today 
he says, “I am king.”

On Which Side Are We?

And whose are we? and with whom are we sympathising in this govern-
ment of the earth? From this standpoint, religion resolves itself into this 
question, Shall I be loyal to God in this great controversy that began in 
heaven and is now transferred to this earth, or shall I serve Satan? Whose 
subject shall I be in this great controversy?

Nature of the Two Kingdoms.

Satan set up his kingdom by fraud and usurpation, and he maintains 
it by force. Those are his characteristics. But God is love. His kingdom is 
founded upon love, and the only power He uses in His kingdom, is the 
power of love.

The charge Satan brought against God was that He was arbitrary, 
determined to have His own way, and did not love His people. He prom-
ised, if the angels would follow him, to set up a better kingdom. Now it 
remains for this pledge to work out. While God can see the end from the 
beginning, created beings cannot; and had He at the first crushed out the 
rebellion by force; had He suppressed it by mere force, there would still 
have been in the minds of created beings a question of God’s justice. So 
God lets Satan work out his plan, that all the universe may see the con-
trast between Satan’s plan and God’s plan. And

This World Is the Theatre

on which a drama is being enacted which is commanding the attention of 
the universe. We are called to be actors in this drama. The question to be 
worked out is, Which plan of government is the better, Satan’s or God’s? 
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To which one will God’s created beings give their allegiance? When God 
sends out His servants, what is their work? “Delivering thee from the 
people and from the Gentiles unto whom now I send thee. To open their 
eyes and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins.” Acts 26:17, 18. The 
question is one of loyalty to God. This may help you to see the meaning of 
some things which have possibly been doubtful to you.

The Case of Job.

The case of Job is a remarkable one, and has probably been in the 
mind of every one who has ever had the Bible in their hands. Turn with me 
to the first chapter of the book of Job and follow his case with this idea in 
view. “There came a day when the sons of God came to present themselves 
before the Lord, and Satan came also among them.” What right had he 
to be there? These sons of God were God’s representatives in the different 
parts of the universe. Adam was a son of God, and he was put on this earth 
to have dominion under God over it. But he betrayed his dominion, and 
Satan stepped in and took his place, and so, when a council was called for 
the representatives of God to come together to counsel about their terri-
tory, Satan came also. The roll was called, and Earth answered, Here. But 
it was Satan, not Adam, who answered. “And the Lord said unto Satan, 
Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered the Lord and said, From going 
to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it.” “Be sober, be 
vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour.” 1 Pet. 5:8. The Son of man came not to 
destroy men’s lives but to save them. He went about doing good.

“And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, 
that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one 
that feareth God and escheweth evil?” “Then Satan answered the Lord 
and said, Doth Job fear God for naught? Hast Thou not made an hedge 
about him and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? 
Thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in 
the land. But put forth Thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and 
he will curse Thee to Thy face.” These are the very characteristics of Satan.
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Do you see, the Lord says to Satan, “My servant Job, although he is 
in your territory, yet he remains loyal to Me.” “Oh yes,” says Satan, “but 
that does not prove anything. Anyone would do that for the regard that 
you show him. It is not love that binds Job to you. He is serving you for 
his reward. Anybody would do it.” Do you see the complaint there? “You 
have put a hedge round him. Unfair. He is in my dominion. I should think 
anybody would be loyal to you on those grounds.” And that was said in a 
council in which there were representatives from all the universe. He there 
made the same charge that he made in heaven. And instead of deciding 
the matter there in an arbitrary way, the Lord said, “Behold all that he 
hath is in thy power, only upon himself put not forth thine hand.” You 
know how it went. One after another his possessions were taken from 
him, and last of all his children were slain, and he was left perfectly alone. 
Then he was advised to give up everything. “But in all this Job sinned not, 
nor charged God foolishly.”

Satan Again Before God.

“Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present them-
selves before the Lord, and Satan came also among them, to present him-
self before the Lord. And the Lord said unto Satan, From whence comest 
thou? And Satan answered the Lord, and said, From going to and fro 
in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. And the Lord said 
unto Satan, Hast thou considered My servant Job, that there is none like 
him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God 
and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou 
movedst Me against him to destroy him without cause?” One would think 
that that would settle the controversy, but you never can settle anything 
with the right argument with Satan. “And Satan answered the Lord and 
said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life. But 
put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will 
curse Thee to Thy face.” “And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold he is in 
thy hand; but save his life.”
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Job’s Integrity.

And you remember the experience of Job after this, how his wife 
urged him to curse God and die. But still he would not yield. “Though 
He slay me,” he said, “yet will I trust in Him.” “As God liveth, who hath 
taken away my judgment; and the Almighty who hath vexed my soul; all 
the while my breath is in me, and the Spirit of God is in my nostrils; my 
lips shall not speak wickedness, nor my tongue utter deceit. God forbid 
that I should justify you; till I die I will not remove mine integrity from 
me.” Job 27:2-5.

The Lesson.

And what did it mean? Here was a demonstration,—not simply to 
the few that might know of Job’s case, nor to all those merely that should 
read of his experience, but before the whole universe,—that God’s power 
of love was sufficient to hold a man in his integrity. Though his possessions, 
his children, his all was gone, yet the love that God had to him, and the 
love that had sprung up in his heart to God, were sufficient to hold him, so 
that he said, “I will not give up my loyalty though I die.” Job was working 
out before the universe how much power there was in the love of God.

Many times we have experiences that we do not and cannot under-
stand. Why this affliction? why this loss? why this trouble? Do you not see 
that Job was before the Universe as a man that could be trusted to reveal 
the power of God’s love to hold him firm in his confidence, demonstrat-
ing that there is a power in God’s love sufficient to stand against trial?

Did you ever wonder why it was that such a man as John the Baptist 
should end his life is he did. A great prophet, and yet he ended his life 
shut up in a prison. His head was cut off and his headless trunk buried 
by his disciples, and “they went and told Jesus.” What did that mean to 
Jesus?—It meant to Him and to all the on-looking universe, There is a 
man faithful unto death. “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee 
a crown of life.” The pages of history are covered with examples such as 
this. The martyrs of all ages have testified to the power of God’s love. And 
remember that martyrs may be found in very humble homes. It is not 
always in the noblest palaces that the most  heroic deeds are done. God 
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and His universe look on and see these witnesses to His love, see that they 
are not turned away from their integrity by the sophistries and machina-
tions of Satan, but are faithful unto death.

The Gift of Christ Gives the Lie to Satan’s Charges.

In the experience of Christ Himself on this earth we have an exam-
ple of the working out of God’s plan of government. The charge Satan 
brought in the beginning was that God was arbitrary, determined to have 
His own way, that He did not love any one. And when Satan had turned 
man aside from the way of truth, and was holding him in slavery, yet “God 
so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth on Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” And by the 
gift of His Son God proved that there was love in His government, and 
that by love He desired to have His will done. In the love He had toward 
His created beings He gave His only begotten Son to make it possible 
that His will should be done on the earth. Christ came to this earth to 
work out this plan, that man might be loyal to God if he chose.

Then you see that when Christ came, it was

The Climax of the Controversy

between Him and Satan. If Satan shall be in any way able to turn Christ, 
the second Adam, the representative of the human race starting out again, 
aside; if he can by any means overcome Him, he will triumph and estab-
lish his kingdom here. So upon Christ was brought to bear every pos-
sible temptation, and all the power of malignity that had been working in 
Satan for thousands of years. And to effect his purpose he followed Christ 
every step of the way from the manger to the cross. He was determined 
that Christ should not remain loyal to God while in his dominion. When 
it came to the cross of Christ’s experience, Satan instigated on the part 
of man everything that his malignity could devise. He urged them on to 
overcome His human nature, that he might make Him swerve from the 
path of loyalty. He tried to bribe him. “Acknowledge my right to the king-
dom of the earth,” he said, “and I will give you all these kingdoms.” But 
this Christ could not do; for it was the very point of the controversy.



The Kingdom of God |  63

We come to the climax of the struggle in the death of Christ. Satan’s 
charge had been that God’s government was arbitrary and hard, and that 
he would give his subjects a better government. The universe looked on 
to see it worked out. The curse of disobedience rested on the earth, but 
Christ came to redeem it, “being made a curse for us.” Satan had urged 
on the Jews till they took His life, and thus Satan became the murderer of 
the Son of God. By His gift to the world God showed that He did desire 
His will—the law of love and filial obedience—to be done on earth as it 
is done in heaven, and in order to make it possible He was willing to give 
His only begotten Son to die. Satan showed that he wanted his own way 
badly enough that he was willing to become the murderer of the Son of 
God. All this was enacted before the universe, and how did it effect it?

God’s Government Vindicated Before the Universe.

“And there were certain Greeks among them that came up to worship 
at the feast; the same came therefore to Philip, which was of Bethsaida of 
Galilee, and desired him, saying, Sir, we would see Jesus. Philip cometh 
and telleth Andrew; and again Andrew and Philip tell Jesus. And Jesus 
answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of man should be 
glorified…. Now is the judgment of this world; now shall the prince of 
this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
unto Me.” John 12:20-32. And Jesus Christ, lifted up between heaven and 
earth on the cross, did draw both heaven and earth to Him. Through death 
He destroyed him that had the power of death, that is, the devil. It is not 
often a king gains his kingdom by dying, but Jesus Christ won both His 
kingdom and His subjects by dying, and He destroyed His enemy by death.

The Cross Sealed Satan’s Fate.

“Now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted 
up from the earth, will draw all unto Me.” When He was lifted up on the 
cross, and when He said, “It is finished,” and gave up the ghost, all heaven 
heard; and wherever throughout the universe there had still been in minds 
thoughts of rebellion and lingering sympathy for Satan, that scene on the 
cross showed them that Satan’s government meant that nothing should 
stand in his way, and that to effect his purpose he was even ready to murder 
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the Son of God. Thus they were drawn to God by His great love. Then 
the fate of Satan was sealed; he was cast out, and it was demonstrated that 
God is love, that He was governing by the power of love.

Concluding Thoughts.

And think you that if Satan would not hesitate to take the life of the 
Son of God that he will hesitate to take your life? Think you that his plan 
of government is any better now? Do you not see that it is loyalty to God 
or to Satan? Do you not see that we have either to put ourselves under 
Satan’s leadership and fight against Christ, or to put ourselves under 
the leadership of Christ to fight against Satan? Which side are you on? 
Which side are you choosing to-night? “Ye are a spectacle to the world, 
to angels, and to men.” Who has your name enrolled in his book. Are 
you enrolled as fighting under the blood-stained banner of the Lamb, as 
a loyal subject of God; or as fighting under the black banner of Satan, 
against the government of God?

This question of the two kingdoms is going on till Christ shall come 
the second time to take His kingdom. We are very near that time now. All 
one has to do is to read the Scripture and the signs of the times to know 
that it is near. Little argument is needed to show any one who will read 
the Scripture and the signs of the times that the day of the Lord’s coming 
is near and hasteth greatly. The controversy is in its height. Tremendous 
power is being brought to bear to hold subjects in the kingdom of Satan. 
He is bringing upon people every devise to hold them in the bonds of 
sin; to take their minds away from the realisation of the near coming of 
Christ, and fill them with pleasure and self-seeking. But Christ is at work 
in the earth, and is to-day selecting those who will be loyal to Him. And 
what does it mean to be loyal to Him?—It means to

Obey the Laws of the Realm.

Christ has proclaimed the conditions of membership into His king-
dom. He has sent His servants throughout the world, saying, “Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all 
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things whatsoever I have commanded you.” Matt. 28:19, 20. To-day they 
are preaching that the coming of His kingdom is near; and they are gath-
ering out those who will be loyal to God.

It costs something to be loyal to God now. It cost Job something; 
but there is a power in the love of Jesus Christ to hold; there is something 
in His love that will satisfy every longing soul, and fill with fatness all 
who will come to Him. The call is now, “Come out from among them, 
and be ye separate.”

The two kingdoms cannot be joined together. And yet there has 
seemed to be a tendency to try to make them run together. You cannot do 
it. They are perfectly opposed to each other; light and darkness will not 
mix. Love and hate are opposite characteristics, and will not co-mingle. 
At the crucifixion the cross of Jesus Christ made a separation between the 
repentant and the unrepentant, and to-day it makes the same division. 
And God is now sending forth

A Special Message

for loyalty to His law. He calls upon every one now who will, to yield 
himself to obey the laws of His realm; and more than that, He has set up 
in this last generation a wonderful sign of loyalty. There is a special call to 
that portion of His law which has been set aside. “Hallow My Sabbaths.” 
“They shall be a sign between Me and you that ye may know that I am 
the Lord your God.” Eze. 20:20. In this generation the Lord has set up 
His Sabbath as a special sign that He created the heavens and the earth 
through Jesus Christ. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with 
God. All things were made by Him, and without Him was not anything 
made that was made.” John 1:1-3.

The Sabbath is set up as a special sign of loyalty to God, of obedi-
ence to His laws, and of our belief in the creating power and the divinity 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Shall we choose Him as our Lord, and step 
from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light? He is coming 
soon, and when He comes, He whose right it is to reign will reign. He has 
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redeemed the earth, and He will save when He comes every one who has 
been obedient to His laws and has identified himself with Christ as leader.

“And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse, and He that 
sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He doth 
judge and make war. His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on His head 
were many crowns; and He had a name written that no man knew but 
He Himself. And He was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood, and His 
name is called the Word of God. And the armies which were in heaven 
followed Him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 
And out of His mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it He should smite 
the nations and He shall rule them with a rod of iron and He treadeth the 
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He hath on 
His vesture and on His thigh a name written, King of kings, and Lord of 
lords.” Rev. 19:11-16. Is He our King and our Lord? Those who recognise 
Him now as King of kings and Lord of lords, will be prepared, when He 
is revealed, to say, “Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He 
will save us; this is the Lord; we have waited for Him, we will be glad and 
rejoice in His salvation.” Isa. 25:9.
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“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.” “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among 

us.” The Revised Version says, “The Word became flesh.”
The theme of redemption will be the science and the song of the 

eternal ages, and well may it occupy our minds during our short stay 
here. There is no portion of this great theme that makes such a demand 
upon our minds in order to appreciate it in any degree, as the subject we 
shall study to-night,—“The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us.” 
Through Him all things became; now He Himself became. He who had 
all glory with the Father, now lays aside His glory and becomes flesh. He 
lays aside His divine mode of existence, and takes the human mode of 
existence, and God becomes manifest in the flesh. This truth is the very 
foundation of all truth.

A Helpful Truth.

And Jesus Christ becoming flesh, God being manifest in the flesh, 
is one of the most helpful truths, one of the most instructive truths, the 
truth above all truths, which humanity ought to rejoice in.

I desire this evening to study this question for our personal, present 
benefit. Let us command our minds to the utmost, because to compre-
hend that the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, demands all our 
mental powers. Let us consider, first, what kind of flesh; for this is the very 
foundation of this question as it relates to us personally. “Forasmuch then 
as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise 
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took part of the same; that through death He might destroy him that had 
the power of death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who through fear 
of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. For verily He took not 
on Him the nature of angels; but He took on Him the seed of Abraham. 
Wherefore in all things it believed Him to be made like unto His breth-
ren, that He might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertain-
ing to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in that 
He Himself hath suffered, being tempted, He is able to succour them that 
are tempted.” Heb. 2:14-18. That through death, being made subject to 
death, taking upon Him the flesh of sin, He might, by His dying, destroy 
him that had the power of death.

“Verily He took not on Him the nature of angels; but He took on 
Him the seed of Abraham.” The margin says, “He taketh not hold of 
angels, but of the seed of Abraham He taketh hold;” and one version 
reads, “He helps not angels.” We see the reason from the next verse:  
“Wherefore in all things it behoved Him to be made like unto His breth-
ren, that He might be a merciful and faithful high priest, in things per-
taining to God.” “Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. 
He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, and to thy seed, 
which is Christ.” Gal. 3:16. Now verily, He helps the seed of Abraham by 
Himself becoming the seed of Abraham. God, sending His own Son in 
the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh; that 
the righteousness of the law might be revealed in us, who walk not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit.

So you see that what the Scripture states very plainly is that Jesus 
Christ had exactly the same flesh that we bear,—flesh of sin, flesh in 
which we sin, flesh, however, in which He did not sin, but He bore our 
sins in that flesh of sin. Do not set this point aside. No matter how you 
may have looked at it in the past, look at it now as it is in the word; and 
the more you look at it in that way, the more reason you will have to thank 
God that it is so.



The Word Became Flesh |  69

Adam’s Sin Typical.

What was the situation?—Adam had sinned, and Adam being the 
head of the human family, his sin was a typical sin. God made Adam in 
His own image, but by sin he lost that image. Then he begat sons and 
daughters, but he begat them in his image, not in God’s. And so we have 
descended in the line, but all after his image.

For four thousand years this went on, and then Jesus Christ came, 
of flesh, and in the flesh, born of a woman, made under the law; born of 
the Spirit, but in the flesh. And what flesh could He take but the flesh 
of the time? Not only that, but it was the very flesh He designed to take; 
because you see, the problem was to help man out of the difficulty into 
which he had fallen, and man is a free moral agent. He must be helped as 
a free moral agent. Christ’s work must be, not to destroy him, not to create 
a new race, but to re-create man, to restore in him the image of God. “We 
see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering 
of death, crowned with glory and honour; that He by the grace of God 
should taste death for every man.” Heb. 2:9.

An Undone, Helpless Race.

God made man a little lower than the angels, but man fell much 
lower by his sin. Now he is far separated from God; but he is to be brought 
back again. Jesus Christ came for that work; and in order to do it, He 
came, not where man was before he fell, but where man was after he fell. 
This is the lesson of Jacob’s ladder. It rested on the earth where Jacob was, 
but the topmost round reached to heaven. When Christ comes to help 
man out of the pit, He does not come to the edge of the pit and look over, 
and say, Come up here, and I will help you back. If man could help himself 
up to the point from whence he has fallen, he could do all the rest. If he 
could help himself one step, he could help himself all the way; but it is 
because man is utterly ruined, weak, and wounded and broken to pieces, 
in fact, perfectly helpless, that Jesus Christ comes right down where he is, 
and meets him there. He takes his flesh and He becomes a brother to him. 
Jesus Christ is a brother to us in the flesh:  He was born into the family.
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“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son.” 
He had only one Son, and He gave Him away. And to whom did He give 
Him? “Unto us a child is born,

Unto Us a Son Is Given.”

Isa. 9:6. Sin has made a change even in heaven; for Jesus Christ, because of 
sin, has taken upon Himself humanity, and to-day He wears that human-
ity, and will through all eternity. Jesus Christ became the Son of man as 
well as the Son of God. He was born into our family. He did not come as 
an angelic being, but was born into the family, and grew up in it; He was a 
child, a youth, a young man, a man in the full prime of life, in our family. 
He is the Son of man, related to us, bearing the flesh that we bear.

Adam was the representative of the family; therefore his sin was a 
representative sin. When Jesus Christ came, He came to take the place in 
which Adam had failed. “And so it is written, The first man Adam was made 
a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit.” 1 Cor. 15:45. 
The second Adam is the man Christ Jesus, and He came down to unite the 
human family with the divine family. God is spoken of as the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named. 
Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God, came Himself to this part of the 
family, that He might win it back again, that there might be a

Reunited Family in the Kingdom of God.

He came and took the flesh of sin that this family had brought 
upon itself by sin, and wrought out salvation for them, condemning sin 
in the flesh.

Adam failed in his place, and by the offence of one many were made 
sinners. Jesus Christ gave Himself, not only for us, but to us, uniting Him-
self to the family, in order that He might take the place of the first Adam, 
and as head of the family win back what was lost by the first Adam. The 
righteousness of Jesus Christ is a representative righteousness, just as 
the sin of Adam was a representative sin, and Jesus Christ, as the second 
Adam, gathered to Himself the whole family.



The Word Became Flesh |  71

But since the first Adam took his place, there has been a change, and 
humanity is sinful humanity. The power of righteousness has been lost. To 
redeem man from the place unto which he had fallen, Jesus Christ comes, 
and takes the very flesh now borne by humanity; He comes in sinful flesh, 
and takes the case where Adam tried it and failed. He became, not a man, 
but He became flesh; He became human, and gathered all humanity unto 
Himself, embraced it in His own infinite mind, and stood as the represen-
tative of the whole human family.

Adam was tempted at the very first on the question of appetite. 
Christ came, and after a forty days’ fast the devil tempted Him to use His 
divine power to feed Himself. And notice, it was in sinful flesh that He 
was tempted, not the flesh in which Adam fell. This is wondrous truth, 
but I am wondrous glad that it is so. It follows at once that by birth, by 
being born into the same family, Jesus Christ is my brother in the flesh, 
“for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brethren.” Heb. 2:11. He 
has come into the family, identified Himself with the family, is both father 
of the family and brother of the family. As father of the family, He stands 
for the family. He came to redeem the family, condemning sin in the 
flesh, uniting divinity with flesh of sin. Jesus Christ made the connection 
between God and man, that the divine spirit might rest upon humanity. 
He made the way for humanity.

He Hath Borne Our Griefs.

And He came right near to us. He is not one step away from one of us. 
He “was made in the likeness of men.” Phil. 2:7. He is now made in the 
likeness of man, and at the same time He holds His divinity; He is the 
divine Son of God. And so, by His divinity joining itself to humanity, He 
will restore man to the likeness of God. Jesus Christ, in taking the place 
of Adam, took our flesh. He took our place completely, in order that we 
might take His place. He took our place with all its consequences, and 
that meant death, in order that we might take His place with all its con-
sequences, and that is life eternal. “For He hath made Him to be sin for 
us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
Him.” 2 Cor. 5:21. He was not a sinner; but He invited God to treat Him 
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as if He were a sinner, in order that we, who were sinners, might be treated 
as if we were righteous. “Surely He hath borne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows; yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.” 
Isa. 53:4. The sorrows that He bore were our sorrows, and it is actually 
true that He did so identify Himself with our human nature as to bear 
in Himself all the sorrows and all the griefs of all the human family. “He 
was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; 
the chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and with His stripes we are 
healed.” What was bruising to Him was healing to us, and He was bruised 
in order that we might be healed. “All we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on Him the 
iniquity of us all.” Isa. 53:6. And then He died because on Him was laid 
the iniquity of us all. There was no sin in Him, but the sins of the whole 
world were laid on Him. Behold the Lamb of God, which beareth the sins 
of the whole world. “And He is the propitiation for our sins; and not for 
ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.” 1 John 2:2.

The Price Paid for Every Soul.

I want your minds to grasp the truth, that, no matter whether a man 
repents or not, yet Christ has borne his griefs, his sins, his sorrows, and he 
is invited to lay them on Christ. If every sinner in this world should repent 
with all his soul, and turn to Christ, the price has been paid. Jesus did not 
wait for us to repent before He died for us. “While we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.” “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He 
loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” Christ has 
died in behalf of every single soul here; He has borne their grief and carried 
their sorrow; He simply asks us to lay them on Him, and let Him bear them.

Christ Our Righteousness.

Furthermore; every one of us was represented in Jesus Christ when 
the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. We were all there in Jesus 
Christ. We were all represented in Adam after the flesh; and when Christ 
came as the second Adam, He stepped into the place of the first Adam, 
and thus we are all represented in Him. He invites us to step into the spir-



The Word Became Flesh |  73

itual family. He has formed this new family, of which He is the head. He 
is the new man. In Him we have the union of the divine and the human.

In that new family, every one of us is represented. “And as I may so 
say, Levi also, who receiveth tithes, paid tithes in Abraham. For he was 
yet in the loins of his father, when Melchisedec met him.” When Melchi-
sedec went out to meet Abraham returning from the spoil, Abraham paid 
to him a tenth of all. Levi was still in the loins of his father Abraham; but 
inasmuch as he was a descendant of Abraham, what Abraham did, the 
Scripture says that Levi did in Abraham. Levi descended from Abraham 
according to the flesh. He had not been born when Abraham paid tithe; 
but in that Abraham paid tithe, he paid tithe also. It is exactly so in this 
spiritual family. What Christ did as head of this new family, we did in 
Him. He was our representative; He became flesh; He became we. He did 
not become simply a man, but He became flesh, and every one that should 
be born into His family was represented in Jesus Christ when He lived 
here in the flesh. You see, then, that all that Christ did, every one who 
connects himself with this family is given credit for as doing it in Christ. 
Christ was not a representative outside him, disconnected from him; but 
as Levi paid tithe in Abraham, every one who should afterwards be born 
into this spiritual family, did what Christ did.

The New Birth.

See what this means with reference to vicarious suffering. It was 
not that Jesus Christ came from outside, and simply stepped into our 
place as an outsider; but by joining Himself to us by birth, all humanity 
was brought together in the divine head, Jesus Christ. He suffered on the 
cross. Then it was the whole family in Jesus Christ that was crucified. “For 
the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died 
for all, then were all dead,” or as the Revised Version says, “All died.” 2 
Cor. 5:14. What we want in our experience is to enter into the fact that we 
did die in Him. But while it is true that Jesus Christ paid the whole price, 
bore every grief, was humanity itself, yet it is also true that no man receives 
benefit from that except he receives Christ, except he is born again. Only 
those who are twice born can enter into the kingdom of God. Those who 
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are born in the flesh, must be born again, born of the Spirit, in order that 
what Jesus Christ did in the flesh, we may avail ourselves of, that we may 
really be in Him.

The work of Christ is to bestow the character of God on us; and in 
the meantime God looks upon Christ and His perfect character instead 
of upon our sinful character. The very moment that we empty ourselves, or 
let Christ empty us, of self, and believe on Jesus Christ and receive Him as 
our personal Saviour, God looks upon Him as indeed our personal repre-
sentative. Then He does not see us and all our sin; He sees Christ.

Our Representative in the Courts of Heaven.

“For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Tim. 2:5. There is a man in heaven now,—the man 
Christ Jesus,—bearing our human nature; but it is no longer a flesh of sin; 
it is glorified. Having come here and lived in a flesh of sin, He died; and in 
that He died, He died unto sin; and in that He lives, He lives unto God. 
When He died, He freed Himself from the flesh of sin, and He was raised 
glorified. Jesus Christ came here as our representative, travelled the path 
back to heaven in the family, died unto sin, and was raised glorified. He 
lived as the Son of man, grew up as the Son of man, ascended as the Son 
of man, and to-day, Jesus Christ, our own representative, our own brother, 
the man Christ Jesus, is in heaven, living to make intercession for us.

He has been through every one of our experiences. Does not He 
know what the cross means? He went to heaven by the way of the cross, 
and He says, “Come.” That is what Christ has done by becoming flesh. Our 
human minds stand appalled before the problem. How shall we express 
in human language what was done for us, when “the Word became flesh, 
and dwelt amoung us”? How shall we express what God has given to us? 
When He gave His Son, He gave the most precious gift of heaven, and 
He gave Him never to take Him back again. To all eternity the Son of 
man will bear in His body the marks that sin made; forever He will be 
Jesus Christ, our Saviour, our Elder Brother. That is what God has done 
for us in giving His Son to us.
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Christ Identified with Us.

This union of the divine and the human has brought Jesus Christ 
very near to us. There is not one too low down for Christ to be there with 
him. He identified Himself completely with this human family. In the 
judgment, when the rewards and punishments are meted out, He says, 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these My brethren, 
ye have done it unto Me.” One version reads, “Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these My little brothers, ye have done it unto Me.” 
Christ looks upon every one of the human family as His. When humanity 
suffers, He suffers. He is humanity, He has joined Himself to this family. 
He is our head; and when in any part of the body there is a throb of pain 
felt, the head feels that throb of pain. He has united Himself with us, thus 
uniting us with God; for we read in Matthew:  “Behold, a virgin shall 
be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call His name 
Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.”

Unity in Christ.

Jesus Christ thus united Himself with the human family, that He 
might be with us by being in us, just as God was with Him by being in 
Him. The very purpose of His work was that He might be in us, and that, 
as He represented the Father, so the children, the Father, and the Elder 
Brother might be united in Him.

Let us see what His thought was in His last prayer:  “That they all 
may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may 
be one in us.” “And the glory which Thou gavest Me, I have given them; 
that they may be one, even as we are one; I in them, and Thou in Me, that 
they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that Thou 
hast sent Me, and hast loved them as Thou hast loved Me. Father, I will 
that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am; that 
they may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me; for Thou lovedest 
Me before the foundation of the world. O righteous Father, the world 
hath not known Thee; but I have known Thee, and these have known that 
Thou hast sent Me. And I have declared Thy name unto them, and will 
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declare it.” And the last words of His prayer were:  “That the love where-
with Thou hast loved Me may be in them, and I in them.” John 17:21-26. 
And as He was ascending, His parting words to His disciples were, “Lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” Matt. 28:20. By being 
in us, He is with us alway, and that this might be possible, that He might 
be in us, He came and took our flesh.

This also is the way in which the holiness of Jesus works. He had a 
holiness that enabled him to come and dwell in sinful flesh, and glorify 
sinful flesh by His presence in it; and that is what He did, so that when He 
was raised from the dead, He was glorified. His purpose was that having 
purified sinful flesh by His indwelling presence, He might now come and 
purify sinful flesh in us, and glorify sinful flesh in us. He “shall change our 
vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body, according 
to the working whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto Him-
self.” Phil. 3: 21. “For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate, 
to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn 
among many brethren.” Rom. 8:29.

The Election of Grace.

Let me say that in this idea is bound up the whole question of pre-
destination. There is a predestination; it is a predestination of character. 
There is an election; it is an election of character. Every one who believes 
on Jesus Christ is elected, and all the power of God is behind that elec-
tion, that he shall bear the image of God. Bearing that image, he is pre-
destinated to all eternity in Christ’s kingdom; but every one who does not 
bear the image of God is predestinated unto death. It is a predestination 
of God in Christ Jesus. Christ provides the character, and offers it to any 
one who will believe in Him.

The Heart and Life of Christianity.

Let us enter into the experience that God has given Jesus Christ 
to us to dwell in our sinful flesh, to work out in our sinful flesh what He 
worked out when He was here. He came and lived here that we might 
through Him reflect the image of God. This is the very heart of Chris-
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tianity. Anything contrary to it is not Christianity. “Beloved, believe not 
every spirit, but try the spirits, whether they are of God; because many 
false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of 
God:  Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is 
of God; and every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in 
the flesh is not of God.” 1 John 4:1-3. Now that cannot mean simply to 
acknowledge that Jesus Christ was here and lived in the flesh. The devils 
made that acknowledgment. They knew that Christ had come in the flesh. 
The faith that comes by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus Christ is come in my 
flesh; He dwells in my flesh; I have received Him.” That is the heart and 
life of Christianity.

The difficulty with the Christianity of today is that Christ does not 
dwell in the hearts of those professing His name. He is an outsider, one 
looked at from afar, as an example. But He is more than an example to us. 
He made known to us what God’s ideal of humanity is, and then He came 
and lived it out before us, that we might see what it is to be in the image of 
God. Then He died, and ascended to His Father, sending forth His Spirit, 
His own representative, to live in us, that the life which He lived in the 
flesh we may live over again. This is Christianity.

Christ Must Dwell in the Heart.

It is not enough to talk of Christ and of the beauty of His character. 
Christianity without Christ dwelling in the heart is not genuine Christi-
anity. He only is a genuine Christian who has Christ dwelling in his heart, 
and we can live the life of Christ only by having Him dwelling in us. He 
wants us to lay hold upon the life and power of Christianity. Do not be 
satisfied with anything else. Heed no one who would lead you in any other 
path. “Christ in you, the hope of glory,” His power, His indwelling pres-
ence, that is Christianity. That is what we need to-day; and I am thankful 
that there are hearts that are longing for that experience, and who will 
recognise it when it comes. It does not make any difference what your 
name or denomination has been. Recognise Jesus Christ, and let Him 
dwell in you. By following where He leads, we shall know what Christian 
experience is, and what it is to dwell in the light of His presence. I tell you 
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this is a wondrous truth. Human language cannot put more into human 
thought or language than is said in these words:  “The Word became flesh, 
and dwelt among us.” This is our salvation.

The object in these remarks is not merely to establish a line of 
thought. It is to bring new life into our soul, and open up our ideas of 
the word of God and the gift of God, that we may be able to grasp His 
love for us. We need it. Nothing short of that will meet what we have to 
meet,—the world, the flesh, and the devil. But He that is for us is mightier 
than he that is against us. Let us have in our daily lives Jesus Christ, “the 
Word” that “became flesh.”
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“Here is the patience of the saints; here are they that keep the com-
mandments of God and the faith of Jesus.” Rev. 14:12.

In our study at this time we will reverse the order, and say, Here are 
they that keep the faith of Jesus and the commandments of God. Here is 
the patience of the saints. The first experience necessary in order to keep a 
thing is to get it. So before we can keep the faith of Jesus we must get it. 
Faith is the gift of God, and no one need say that he cannot have it. “For 
I say through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, 
not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think 
soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.” 
Rom. 12:3. No one need say that he cannot have faith; for God has given 
it to him. God gives faith, and our part is to exercise that faith, and just as 
in the physical frame exercise causes growth, so exercising what faith we 
have will cause it to grow.

You will observe that this is a closing message; for the next thing 
John saw was one “like unto the Son of man, having on His head a golden 
crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle.” What is seen just before the Sav-
iour is revealed?—Those that keep the commandments of God. The com-
mandments and teaching of men have come in to take the place of the 
commandments of God; but here is to be a people on the earth just before 
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Christ comes, who will keep the commandments of God, and who will 
not be carried away by the traditions and teaching of men.

What Is the Faith of Jesus?

These people are also to have the faith of Jesus. In this time there is 
a great deal said about faith, but the subject is not worn out yet. This is to 
be the faith of Jesus, in contrast with the faith of the devil. Here are they 
that keep the commandments of God rather than the commandments of 
men, and have the faith of Jesus rather than the faith of the devil. What is 
the devil’s faith? It is spoken of in James 2:19:  “Thou believest that there 
is one God; thou doest well; the devils also believe and tremble.” When 
Jesus was here in the flesh, the devils said to Him, “I know Thee who Thou 
art; the Holy One of God.” The devil believes that God exists; he knows 
it is so, and he trembles at it; but he has not the faith of Jesus. He has the 
faith that assents to the truth of a certain fact. We may believe that Jesus 
Christ is the only begotten Son of God; we may believe that the blood of 
Jesus Christ is able to cleanse from all sin; we may believe that every state-
ment made in the Bible is true; and yet not have the faith of Jesus. We may 
believe in the creed of the church, which says, “I believe in one God, the 
Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in His only Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord;” we may confess to all that, and believe it as a fact, and 
yet not have the faith of Jesus.

What is the faith of Jesus as contrasted with the faith of the devil? Let 
us find out from the word. When Jesus came to the tomb of Lazarus, and 
said to him that was dead, “Lazarus, come forth,” He knew that He was 
speaking the word of God. He was sure of that; for He spoke the words of 
God continually. “The word which ye hear,” He said, “is not Mine, but the 
Father’s which sent Me.” John 14:24. He knew that the word of God had 
power to accomplish that which He had spoken, and that Lazarus would 
come forth. That is, the faith of Jesus is that faith which believes that God’s 
word will do what it says. It simply lets God’s word be true.

But the word of God is true whether we believe it or not. John says, 
“Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in 
Him and in you.” 1 John 2:8. The purpose of the word of God is that it 
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shall be true in us. The word was true in Jesus Christ, and He was the true 
representative of the word. What the word said, He was. And if the word 
of God is true in us, it will make us like Christ. We have faith in the word 
of God when we believe that it is a living word, and that it has power to 
transform our characters, and to work in us that of which it speaks.

Faith in the Word.

This is the kind of faith that Jesus commended. We read in Mat-
thew’s Gospel that “when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came 
unto Him a centurion, beseeching Him, and saying, Lord, my servant 
lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented. And Jesus saith unto 
him, I will come and heal him. The centurion answered and said, Lord, I 
am not worthy that Thou  shouldest come under my roof; but speak the 
word only, and my servant shall be healed. For I am a man under [not 
having] authority, having soldiers under me; and I say to this man, Go, 
and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, 
Do this, and he doeth it. When Jesus heard it, He marvelled, and said to 
them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, 
no, not in Israel.” Matt. 8:5-10. Here is the centurion, a commander of 
one hundred men in the Roman army. He says to Jesus, Speak the word; 
that is all you need to do.

We will say that the Roman authority is Caesar, that the centurion’s 
name is Julius, and the soldier’s, Alexander. Julius the man says to Alex-
ander the man, “Go;” but Alexander the man says, “What right have you 
to command me to go? I shall go when I get ready.” That is Julius the 
man talking to Alexander the man apart from any authority. But Julius 
the centurion says to Alexander the soldier “Go,” and the soldier goes at 
once, because Julius is speaking as a representative of Caesar, and really, 
it is Caesar speaking. You see, then, the difference between the man talk-
ing to the man, and the centurion talking to the soldier. The soldier goes, 
because all the power of the Roman Empire is behind the word spoken 
by the centurion.

And the centurion said to Christ, I see that you, Jesus of Nazareth, 
are here, and that you are under authority, representing God. When you 
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speak, it is not Jesus the son of Joseph speaking, but the Son of God; and 
I know that the word you speak is the word of God, and that it has power 
in it. This is the kind of faith that Christ commends. The centurion had 
confidence that Christ was not simply the son of the carpenter, but the 
Son of the living God, and he believed that the whole authority of God 
was in the word spoken through Him.

“Faith cometh by hearing,” and it is no use for us to talk about faith 
apart from the word of God. The fact that we desire something with all 
our heart, is not the least evidence that it will be done. Faith is confidence 
in God’s word, dependence upon God’s word, letting God’s word be true. 
Faith is seeing Christ in His word as the power of the living God, and 
believing with all the heart that He will do what He says. Faith is not 
sentimentalism, not merely a belief that something is true; it includes 
submitting and yielding wholly to the word of God. See to it whether you 
have the faith of Jesus or the faith of the devil. He believes that the Bible 
is true, and believes it more fully than many who make a high profession! 
He knows the Bible is wholly true. He knows it is true but he does not 
allow it to be true in him. He is a lie; his whole life is a lie; he is a falsehood 
from the first to the last; and so is everyone whose character is like his, and 
whose faith goes no further than his. Our very characters are a lie if they 
are not in harmony with the word of God.

Before a person is converted, he has the choice of saying, “I am true; 
I am righteous,” and thus making God a liar, or of saying, “God only is 
true,” thus making himself a liar. The Scripture says, “Let God be true; 
but every man a liar.” Rom. 3:4. Every unconverted person must make 
his choice between calling God a liar, or admitting that he is one. Sin is 
being false, and that is what makes the devil wholly false, because he is a 
sinner from the beginning; he is a liar, and the father of lies. God says, “All 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” We must let Him be 
true and say, “I have sinned.” But when we come to that experience in that 
way, there is something more to be said. When Nathan came to David 
to reprove him for his sin and said to him, “Thou art the man,” David 
answered, “I have sinned against the Lord. And Nathan said unto David, 
The Lord also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die.” 2 Sam. 12:13. 
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Let God’s word be true. When the Lord says, “You have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God,” answer, “I have sinned.” When we make that 
confession, He says to us again, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” To 
this we must say, “It is so, and let God’s word be true in us.” And so we 
will keep saying, “Amen,” not in word simply, but in our lives. That is faith, 
living, divine faith.

Faith in the Word Brings a Reformation.

This faith brought the reformation of the sixteenth century, and it 
is the faith that is to work the reformation of the nineteenth century. In 
Luther’s time the church had covered up God’s word, and was giving the 
people its own teaching, just as it is doing to a large extent now. It was 
Luther’s work to bring the word to the people and let them feed upon it. 
The word of God is seen constantly in Luther’s writing. Faith in God’s 
word, that faith that believes God’s word regardless of any outward cir-
cumstances whatever, brought the Reformation. Our test will come on 
the same point. The word tells us that miracles will be wrought to sustain 
falsehood. The people who depend upon outward circumstances for evi-
dence of their acceptance with God, are the very ones who are preparing 
themselves to be taken captive by the devil at his will. He can bring out-
ward signs. The word says that he will make fire come down from heaven 
in the sight of men.

When the earth is removed, what shall we stand on? The word of 
God will be the only sure foundation, but if we do not learn how to stand 
steadfastly on that word, we will not be prepared to risk it in that day, and 
we will be of those that come before the Lord in fear. We need to become 
accustomed to living in the presence of God, to seeing Him who is invis-
ible, and then, when He becomes visible, it will not frighten us in the least. 
This is the faith of Jesus,—the faith that believes that God’s word is true, 
that lets God’s word work in its power in us, and that submits entirely to 
that working. No man can have faith in Jesus who is not willing to give up 
all for Him. He gave us everything, and He takes everything.
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Making an acrostic of “faith” may help to impress these thoughts on 
our minds.

F—Forsaking
A—All
I—I
T—Take
H—Him.
The faith of Jesus means, Forsaking all, I take Him, and let Him 

be true in me. Being a saint is simply being a true man; being a sinner is 
simply being a liar. Christ is the faithful and true witness; Christ is the 
true vine; everything about Christ is true. To be like Christ is to be true; 
to be different from Christ is to be false.

Keeping the Commandments.

Now let us turn to the other thought. “Here are they that keep the 
commandments of God.” But it is just as true with the commandments, 
that we must get them before we can keep them, as it is with the faith. 
How do we get the commandments?—In the same way that we get the 
faith,—God must give them to us. “For this is the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord:  I will put 
My laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts; and I will be to 
them a God, and they shall be to Me a people.” Heb. 8:10. He must give 
us the commandments before we can keep them, and He must give them 
to us in His own way, by writing them in our hearts. “Forasmuch as ye are 
manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written 
not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, 
but in the fleshy tables of the heart.” 2 Cor, 3:3. The commandments were 
first written with the finger of God on the tables of stone, thus foreshad-
owing the work of writing them on the heart by the Spirit of God. Com-
pare two scriptures:  “But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the 
kingdom of God is come unto you.” “But if I with the finger of God cast 
out devils, no doubt the kingdom of God is come upon you.” Matt. 12:28; 
Luke 11:20. One says the “finger of God,” the other the “Spirit of God.” 
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God wrote with His own finger on the tables of stone, and He says He 
will write His commandments in our hearts, not with ink, but with the 
Spirit of the living God. This was foretold when He wrote them on stone. 
Moreover, as He wrote them on stone, He writes them now,—with His 
Spirit; and His writing in our hearts is to be just as eternal as His writing 
on stone. He that doeth the word of God abideth forever. He that keepeth 
My sayings shall never die.

The word of God is the very life of God, and this word being in our 
hearts keeps us through eternity. The word of God, written with the Spirit 
of God on the tables of the heart, will never change. It is His character. 
But God never puts anything into our hearts, and He never allows the 
devil to put anything into our hearts to stay there, unless we consent to 
it. God will never write His law in our hearts unless we consent. We will 
suppose now that God is going on with His work of writing His law in 
our hearts, and He writes, “Thou shalt have no other gods before Me,” 
and you say, “I submit to that.” He writes again, “Thou shalt not make 
unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters under the 
earth; thou shalt not bow down thyself to them nor serve them; for I the 
Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate Me; 
and showing mercy unto thousands of them that love Me and keep My 
commandments;” and you say, “That is all right.” He writes the third com-
mandment, and again you say, “I submit.” Then He begins to write the 
fourth, but you start and say, “O, no; do not write that; I cannot let that 
come in.” What happens?—He writes no more; and by your refusal to let 
Him write the fourth commandment, you rub out what He has written, 
and the law of God goes out of your heart. He does not write one portion 
of His law in our hearts contrary to our consent. We are to study the law 
in Jesus Christ, who kept His Father’s commandments, and then we are to 
submit to it, that the very life that was manifested in Jesus Christ shall be 
manifested in us. It is more a question of our submitting, and letting that 
life manifest itself, than of our manifesting it.
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Christ the Living Law.

Writing the law in the heart is simply having Christ dwell in us. 
Christ was the living law, the law in life. Christ’s Spirit is the Spirit of 
that divine-human life that lived in obedience to God’s commandments. 
That is the Spirit He puts upon us, His other self dwelling in us. The law 
of God is ministered by the Spirit of God. When that comes into the 
heart, it is Christ Himself; it is “Christ in you the hope of glory.” And 
when Christ comes into our hearts, He is the living law, the law of God 
worked out in character. Christ dwelling in our hearts, means bringing the 
character of God into our lives. Keeping the commandments of God is 
manifesting the character of Jesus Christ.

Now a word as to obeying the commandments of God. Keeping 
the commandments of God is obeying the commandments, but there is 
an infinite amount of attempting to obey the commandments that is not 
keeping them. But righteousness does not come by the law. Some people 
hang the law upon the wall, read it over, and then try to do what it says. 
They have a terribly hard time, and then do not do it. Why?—because 
they put it up there. That is not where God puts it. He says He will put 
it in your heart, and you are to keep it there. “Out of the heart are the 
issues of life.” Do you suppose that out of a heart where the law of God is 
written, can come murders? God has told us what is in the natural heart. 
He say, “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, 
adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, 
lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness.” Mark 7 21,22. 
That is what God sees in the natural heart, but does man see all that? 
“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked.” Man 
says, I am no murderer; I am a very moral man. I go to church regularly, 
nothing of the kind is in my heart. But those very things are there. Unless 
Christ is there and has cast them out, they have come in and defiled the 
temple of the soul.

But when Christ, who is the living law comes in, the law is written 
on the tables of the heart. And when Christ comes in, all the evils of the 
natural heart are cast out by His holy presence. When we submit to Him, 
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He writes His law in our hearts and lives. Religion cannot be commu-
nicated as a theory. Religion is life. When Christ writes His law in our 
hearts, it is by writing it in our lives, and when this is done, murder and 
deceit are cast out! That is writing the law in the heart; that is putting the 
very life of Christ as our life, so that our life manifests His life.

It is a terrible mistake to think that keeping the commandments of 
God means to take the law, look at it, and then make up our minds that 
we will do it. That means only failure and discouragement. It is when 
we see that Christ is the law of God which we are to receive, and when 
we receive Him, that the law is written in our hearts, and our lives are 
brought into harmony with that law. The law of the Lord is holy, just, 
and good. We cannot make our lives holy, but Christ can do it for us. 
Oh, that we might see in its true light the privilege of being in harmony 
with God’s law. It is the privilege of being like Christ, the privilege of 
leading a true life, the privilege of communing with God, who created all 
things through Jesus Christ. It is the great privilege of humanity to be in 
harmony with God’s law.

Object of Christ’s Life on Earth.

The whole work of Christ was to show the perfection of God’s law, 
and to make it possible for us to be in harmony with it. And when we 
have Christ’s life and teaching to show us what the law of God is, it is 
perfectly amazing that so many will allow the devil to cheat them out of 
the privilege of being in harmony with that law. To be like Christ, to be 
like God, to lead a true life, to be exalted, to be brought into communion 
with God,—this is indeed a privilege. There are those that say, but if I live 
in harmony with the law of God, I will lose my situation, and what will 
my family do? But there is nothing that can happen to those who are in 
harmony with the law of God, except what God permits. If He takes away 
one thing, it is to give a better thing in its place. It may not mean more 
money, but what of that? Does not God care for His own? “Seek ye first 
the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you.” Matt. 6:33. That is what God says. Let God be true, and 
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every man a liar. Faith makes God’s word true, and believes what He says, 
and sees nothing except the word of God.

God Cares for Those Who Are True to Him.

God is caring for His people in these times. There is abundant proof 
that those who observe the seventh day, even in these hard times, are 
better situated financially than the average people. God will care for 
everyone who is true to Him. He spread a table in the wilderness to show 
us that, if necessary, He can bring bread from heaven and water from the 
rock. Trust God to do it. The time is right upon us when we shall need to 
trust Jesus Christ and His word to keep us in food and clothing, to keep 
us temporally and spiritually, and those only will be safe who are hidden 
in Jesus Christ. That is literally coming to pass, and those who do not trust 
in Jesus Christ will perish. God is warning us, trying to win people away 
from the destruction that is to come. Submission to Him in all things is 
our only safety now. “Here are they that keep the commandments of God 
and the faith of Jesus.”

The Law Kept in Christ.

Although we cannot keep the commandments till we get them, that 
does not mean that the precepts of the law will not be lived out in our 
lives. That is just what will be done. No man can do it of himself; but we 
are to receive the law of God in Jesus Christ and to obey the law of God 
in Jesus Christ. Then it is that God dwells with us, and the law is written 
in our hearts.

“Here are they that keep the commandments of God and the faith 
of Jesus.” It is because they keep the faith of Jesus that they keep the com-
mandments. “Thy word have I hid in mine heart,” said the psalmist, “that 
I might not sin against Thee.” And “sin is the transgression of the law.” 
Jesus Christ is the Alpha and Omega, the A to Z; and when we hide Him 
in the heart, we hide the Word of God in the heart; and what we keep as 
a living law turns about and keeps us.

“Behold, I come quickly; hold that fast which thou hast, that no man 
take thy crown.” We are living just before the second coming of Christ. 
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Through the faith of Jesus Christ, let God’s word be true in our character. 
God wants us to keep His commandments because they are what will 
keep us. Christ said, “I know that His commandment is life everlasting,” 
and that is why He could say, “If a man keep My saying, He shall never see 
death.” John 12:50; 8:51. The work of Christ has changed into a sleep the 
death that came as the result of Adam’s transgression. “If a man keep My 
saying he shall never see death;” for he has within him the living Word. 
“He that doeth the word of God abideth forever.” He may fall asleep, but 
he will never see death. But those who do not keep God’s commandments 
will see death from which there is no wakening.

The Patience of the Saints.

“Here is the patience of the saints.” “For ye have need of patience, 
that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise.” 
Heb. 10:36. We have need of patience. “For yet a little while, and He that 
shall come, will come, and will not tarry.” Those that have been keeping 
His commandments and waiting for Him, have need of endurance, for 
there is yet a little while.

“The just shall live by faith.” There are three places in the New Tes-
tament where this scripture is used, and the emphasis used in each case 
is different. “For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith 
to faith; as it is written, the just shall live by faith” Rom. 1:17. There the 
emphasis is placed on being righteous.

“But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God it is evi-
dent; for, the just shall live by faith.” Gal. 3:11. There faith is emphasised.

“Now the just shall live by faith; but if any man draw back, My soul 
shall have no pleasure in him.” Heb. 10:38. Here living is the leading 
thought. The keeping of the commandments has been going on, yet here 
is a time when Christ seems to delay. If we live by faith, we shall live 
through all the destruction about us. “A thousand shall fall at thy side, 
and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee.” “The 
just shall live by faith.” “Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see 
the reward of the wicked.” That is the promise of God to us, but He also 
says, “Ye have need of patience.” “Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and 
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have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender 
mercy.” Job endured, although he could not see the reason for it. But in 
that trial of Job God was working out before the universe the fact that His 
love can keep a man when all temporal blessings are taken away.

In the 18th chapter of Luke we have the case of the widow and the 
unjust judge recorded as instruction for us, with reference to the delay of 
the coming of the Lord. This is the time above all others, just before the 
coming of the Lord, when we are not to faint. “And he spake a parable 
unto them, to this end, that men ought always to pray and not to faint; 
saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither regarded 
man. And there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, 
Avenge me of mine adversary [or opponent]. And he would not for a 
while; but afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not God nor 
regard man, yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by 
her continual coming she weary me.” To get rid of her he would vindicate 
her of her opponent at law. “And shall not God avenge His own elect, 
which cry day and night unto Him, though He bear long with them? I tell 
you that He will avenge them speedily.”

Distressing Times Ahead.

We are in the time of trouble foretold in God’s word. These distress-
ing times we see about us are but the beginning of these things. “This 
know also, that in the last days perilous [or hard] times shall come.” 2 
Tim. 3:1. Are we not seeing hard times, hard times financially and spiri-
tually? And these times on which we have entered, though there may 
be times when they will brighten, will grow worse and worse. The slight 
revival financially in these colonies is not permanent. God has sent out 
His message to prepare a people for His coming, to gather out a people 
who will understand these things. Men’s hearts are already failing them 
for fear; they are saying, What do these things mean? “But as the days of 
Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.” We shall see 
violence and murder. That is the devil’s work. We shall see in this world a 
situation such as the human mind has never conceived of; we shall see a 
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situation that will strike terror into every heart that does not know Jesus 
Christ and the power of His salvation. We can see it coming.

In that day God’s people cry unto Him for deliverance; but He 
seems to put off the day of delivering them, because we shall have come 
to that time when the deliverance of God’s people means the death of 
their adversaries. The deliverance of God’s people from their foes can 
only be followed by the coming of the Lord Jesus and the destruction 
of their enemies. God is so slow to pour out His wrath upon those who 
have rejected Him, that He seems almost to have deserted His people. 
But God will “avenge His own elect, which cry day and night unto Him, 
though He bear long with them.”

“But when ye shall hear of wars and commotions, be not terrified; 
for these things must first come to pass; but the end is not by and by. 
Then said He unto them, Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom; and great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and 
famines and pestilences; and fearful sights and great signs shall there 
be from heaven. But before all these they shall lay their hands on you, 
and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues, and into prison, 
being brought before kings and rulers for My name’s sake.” Luke 21:9-
12. Notice what they are brought up for. Because a man is hated, it does 
not follow that he is a Christian. He must be hated for “My name’s sake.” 
Because the world does not like a man, it does not follow that he is a 
Christian. It must dislike him for the same reason that it disliked Christ. 
Those that are Christians will be reviled because they are in harmony 
with Christ’s life and character. “And it shall turn to you for a testimony. 
Settle it, therefore, in your hearts, not to meditate before what ye shall 
answer; for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversar-
ies shall not be able to gainsay nor resist. And ye shall be betrayed both 
by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and some of you 
shall they cause to be put to death. And ye shall be hated of all men for 
My name’s sake. But there shall not an hair of your head perish. In your 
patience possess ye your souls.” Verses 13-19. In your endurance acquire 
your lives. We are living just before the coming of the Lord. “For yet a 
little while, and He that shall come, will come, and will not tarry.” It is in 



92  |  In The Spirit’s Power

our endurance that we acquire our lives. Before the coming of the Lord, 
there will be a people who will be fulfilling His will. Our place is to be 
one of them. Our place is to be one of those of whom the Lord can say, 
“Here is the patience of the saints; here are they that keep the command-
ments of God and the faith of Jesus.”
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“Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they might entan-
gle him in his talk. And they sent out unto him their disciples 

with the Herodians, saying, Master, we know that thou art true, and 
teachest the way of God in truth, neither carest thou for any man:  for 
thou regardest not the person of men. Tell us therefore, What thinkest 
thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or not? But Jesus perceived 
their wickedness, and said, Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? Shew me the 
tribute money. And they brought unto him a penny. And he saith unto 
them, Whose is this image and superscription? They say unto him, Cae-
sar’s. Then saith he unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things 
which are Caesar’s; and unto God the things that are God’s. When they 
had heard these words, they marvelled, and left him, and went their way.” 
(Matt. 22:15-22.)

The Pharisees and Herodians were completely answered in these 
words. A sharp distinction was drawn between the things of God and the 
things of Caesar; that is, the things which pertain to God,—religion, and 
the things which pertain to Caesar,—civil government. There was not one 
of those Pharisees or Herodians that had any ground to stand upon after 
He had made that answer. There was not one of them that thought it was 
any use to say, “That general principle is good, but you see there are some 
things in which God and Caesar are in partnership. What about that?” 
They did not dare to say a word. When He said, “Render therefore unto 
Caesar the things which are Caesar’s, and unto God the things that are 
God’s,” they marvelled and went their way, because in those few words 
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He had laid down those eternal principles of right, and had so completely 
answered them that there was nothing more to be said.

It was announced that we would consider this evening something of 
the evils of religious legislation; God or Caesar, Which? or the evils which 
result from religious legislation, in mixing up God and Caesar.

A Plain Distinction.

As a foundation, I want first to draw a distinction between the things 
of God and the things of Caesar. “Caesar” stands for civil government. 
The things of Caesar are those which have to do with civil government. 
The things of God are those which have to do with God, our relation 
to God, our duty to God, everything that pertains to God as a personal 
matter between us and God. I want to lay down for our consideration the 
contrast between the things of God and the things of Caesar; the contrast 
between the realms in which they rule, their subjects, and their manner of 
ruling. To make it plain we will draw a simple diagram:—

god. caesar.
_______ _______

Mind. Body.
Thought. Action.

Sin. Crime.
Moral. Civil.

Forgiveness. Penalty.
Love. Force.

Eternal. Temporal.

The Two Realms.

First as to the realms in which they rule. God in Jesus Christ rules 
the mind; Caesar the body. Let us stop on this a moment. When Jesus 
Christ came to set up His kingdom, He came to set up a different sort 
of a kingdom than had existed. Human power and the kingdom of this 
world—Caesar—had ruled the body, they had ruled the outward conduct, 
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but here comes Jesus Christ to set up a kingdom within a kingdom, to 
have a kingdom, to have subjects, and to have that right in this world, 
where Caesar’s kingdom is.

But while men had been—shall I say satisfied—not always that, and 
yet it was all Caesar could do to rule the body,—Jesus Christ comes to set 
up His kingdom in the mind; that is, to rule the thoughts, while Caesar 
has his kingdom over the body, and rules actions. This is not to say that 
Jesus Christ does not rule actions, but He gets behind actions, and controls 
actions through thought. They had had laws in the world, they had God’s 
law in the world, but Jesus Christ came to show what that law meant, to 
live it Himself, and to teach it as it meant to God. And so He explained 
it as we read Matt. 5, where Christ Himself, the very one who spoke the 
law from Sinai, now, with His divinity veiled in humanity, comes on the 
mount, and speaks that law over again, and gives it a spiritual meaning.

“Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not 
kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment; but I say 
unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall 
be in danger of the judgment.” This is further expressed in 1 John 3:15:  
“Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer.” “Ye have heard how it was 
said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery; but I say unto 
you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed 
adultery with her already in his heart.” He further explains that covetous-
ness is idolatry, and this is set forth in Eph. 5:2-5:  “And walk in love, 
as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given Himself for us an offering 
and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour. But fornication, and 
all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as 
becometh saints. Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which 
are not convenient; but rather giving of thanks. For this ye know, that no 
whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, 
hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.”

This is Christ’s interpretation of how the law of God applies. This 
does not apply simply to the outward act. Caesar rules the outward con-
duct. I may stand before a man, I may hate him with a perfect hatred, and 
I may tell him so to his face, but Caesar says nothing to me. Caesar has 
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nothing to do with it. But suppose my hatred grows into action, and I pro-
ceed to do the man violence. Caesar says, “You must keep your hate within 
yourself, or I shall come in and interfere.” But I am just as much in God’s 
sight a murderer when I hate my brother as though I had taken his life. It 
is better for civil society that there are laws to restrain the outward mani-
festation of that hate, but in God’s sight I am a murderer when I hate.

But suppose Caesar should attempt to enforce this law as God 
explains it, will you tell me how many would be left outside the prison 
walls to guard those within? Suppose he should come into this tent, and, 
taking the law as God explains it, should say, “I am here for every man 
who has ever been a murderer.” How many, do you think, would be left to 
listen to the sermon? God in Christ rules the hearts, and Christ came to 
do that which it is impossible for man to do,—to rule the very thoughts 
of the heart. And He explains that no service is acceptable to Him unless 
it is heart-service.

The Pharisees had plenty of religion of their kind. They liked to dis-
play it, and they kept bringing it forth. They had come to Christ to display 
it. They came to Him asking why His disciples ate with unwashen hands. 
I will not read the record, but Christ answered them, saying, “Hear, and 
understand:  Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man.” “Then 
answered Peter and said unto Him, Declare unto us this parable.” “And 
Jesus said, Do ye not yet understand, that whatsoever entereth in at the 
mouth goeth into the belly and is cast out into the draught. But those 
things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and 
they defile the man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, 
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies; these are the 
things which defile a man; but to eat with unwashen hands defileth not a 
man.” Matt. 15:10, 11, 15-20.

Thought Precedes Action.

Every overt act is preceded by thought. No man ever does a thing he 
has not thought of. Now many are thinking, I suppose, “I question that, 
because I have done things I did not intend to do. And I did them because 
I did not think.” I tell you the very reason you did them without think-
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ing was because you had done them so many times before that by think-
ing it had become habit. I say that every act is preceded by the thought, 
and that thought is the very character of your being. It is in the inmost 
thought, the inner self, where character dwells. Man may be restrained by 
outward forms from expressing himself; he may be but a whited sepulchre. 
And if the sepulchre is whitewashed outside, Caesar has nothing to say; 
he cannot enter into the temple of the heart and control thought. Jesus 
Christ sets up His kingdom in the mind; His subjects are the thoughts 
of the heart, and no one is pure in God’s sight unless his very thought 
is pure; no one is free from transgression unless his very thoughts are in 
harmony with God. Says the Scripture, “Casting down imaginations and 
every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.” 2 Cor. 
10:5. That is religion and Jesus Christ can do that for us. But when Caesar 
has attempted to invade the realm of the mind, when he has stepped out 
of his place and tried to control what only Jesus Christ can control,—the 
inmost thoughts of the heart,—then we have had written in blood some 
of the darkest pages of human history.

Sin and Crime.

God in Jesus Christ deals with sin; Caesar deals with crime. The 
Scripture says, “The thought of foolishness is sin;” but it is not crime. 
Therefore as Jesus Christ dwells in the mind, ruling the thoughts, any-
thing contrary to His thought is sin, and He deals with sin. Sin is defined 
in the Scripture to be the “transgression of the law,” and Jesus Christ in 
His kingdom deals with sin. Caesar has nothing to do with sin; it is crime 
that he deals with. Sin is the transgression of God’s law in the thought of 
the heart. Sin is a lapse from holiness, and holiness dwells in the inmost 
heart. Anything different to that is sin; but Caesar cannot inquire about 
that. He waits till the thought becomes an overt act contrary to his law; 
because while God has a law to rule the heart, Caesar has a law to rule 
the action. When one transgresses Caesar’s law he may or may not have 
sinned against God, but it is crime. There should be a very careful distinc-
tion drawn between sin and crime. Crime is transgression of human law; 



98  |  In The Spirit’s Power

sin is transgression of God’s law as interpreted by Jesus Christ. Sin may or 
may not be crime. A man may be a murderer of the blackest type before 
God, and not be guilty of a crime. I may be an idolater, breaking God’s 
law every day, and not have committed a single crime. I may be dark and 
deep-stained with sin, and not commit any crime.

Morality and Civility.

God’s government is moral; Caesar’s government is civil. Christ 
deals with morality. But we must understand what morality is. There is an 
accommodated sense of the word, in which we say, “He is not a Christian, 
but he is a moral man.” When we come to the strict sense of the word, it 
means “One that is in harmony with God’s law.” The word “civil” has to do 
with the relations between man and man; the word “moral” has to do with 
the relations between man and God. The truly moral man will be civil, you 
may be sure of that, and the only purpose of civil government is to make 
those men civil who would not be otherwise, who are not governed by the 
higher law of morality, the law of God in the heart.

The object, and the only object, of Caesar’s government is,—not to 
give men rights, God does that,—but to protect men in their God-given 
rights. No company of men can confer rights upon any other company of 
men, but they can protect them in the proper use of those rights which they 
already have. Those rights belong to them, they are given them of God. Men 
will not be moral; then Caesar comes in with his power, and compels, and 
properly too, those men who will not be moral, to be civil. Outward con-
duct is civility; inward conduct is morality. God lives in the heart, making 
men moral by conferring upon them His own moral character. But Caesar 
cannot do this; he cannot get into the mind and see when men are commit-
ting sin. All he can do is to look at the body, see whether men are commit-
ting crime or not, and make them civil if they will not be moral.

Forgiveness v. Penalty.

Further, God in Christ exercises forgiveness in His government; 
Caesar knows no forgiveness, he knows nothing but the penalty. A man 
commits a sin against God, he has been a sinner all his life, but he sees 
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Christ lifted up, and hears the promise, “If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrigh-
teousness,” and he accepts that promise; and right there his sins are for-
given; his load of crime is entirely removed; and he stands before God as 
though he had never committed a sin in his life. But if a man commits a 
crime, he may be ever so sorry, and he may confess to Caesar, but Caesar 
says, “Settle that with your Maker; I know nothing but the penalty.”

If we should introduce into civil government the principles God uses 
in His kingdom, we should have perfect confusion. Look at these prin-
ciples: “Then came Peter to Him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother 
sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? Jesus saith unto him, 
I say not unto thee, Until seven times, but, Until seventy times seven.” 
“Take heed to yourselves:  If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; 
and if he repent, forgive him. And if he trespass against thee seven times 
in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou 
shalt forgive him.” Matt. 18:21, 22; Luke 17:3, 4

Suppose we should apply this principle to civil government. Here is 
a man arrested for horse stealing. He is brought up before the judge, and 
says, “ I am very sorry, and the Bible says you must forgive.” The judge says, 
“ You are forgiven.” He goes out and steals another horse, is brought back, 
and again forgiven. He does that seven times over. How do you think the 
judge would feel? I think that by the time he had reached the seventh 
experience he would think that there was some mistake about the law. 
These principles, which are the very glory of God’s moral government, 
the very glory of His character, we cannot apply to Caesar’s government. 
God does forgive, even to seventy times seven, and He does it for us, 
thank God, but these principles do not belong here; they are for a differ-
ent realm, and God, by the gift of His Son, has so provided that He can 
exercise forgiveness and still maintain the character of His law. By the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ God has upheld the character of His government, 
keeps His law where it belongs, and yet holds out forgiveness to all that 
believe on His Son. Because of His wonderful provision for the stability 
of His government, God’s law is not brought into disrepute when the man 
who has broken it again and again turns about and says, “I repent.”
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By forgiving, civil government would break down the whole system 
of government; but God keeps His law where it belongs, and yet forgives 
everyone who repents.

Love v. Force.

In order to carry on His government on the earth God uses love, and 
love only, as His power; Caesar knows nothing of the power of love, and 
uses only force. In Jer. 31:3 God says, “I have loved thee with an everlasting 
love;” and in Rom. 2:4 we read, “Or despisest thou the riches of His good-
ness; … not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repen-
tance?” “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,” and 
He depends wholly and only upon the power of that love in Jesus Christ 
to win men to submit themselves to Him.

Most men when they die lose their kingdoms, and lose control over 
their subjects. Jesus Christ, the King of Israel, gained both His kingdom 
and His followers by dying. And so it is upon the love of God in Jesus 
Christ that God depends, and though He has been charged with having 
an arbitrary government, yet He waits and waits, and displays His love 
again and again to draw men to Him. But He compels none. God gives 
to every man freedom of will to choose or refuse Him. If he says, “I will 
not have this man to reign over me,” God does not reign over him. That 
is God’s method of government. But Caesar knows no such government. 
He simply controls the body. When the thought goes into outward act, 
Caesar takes the body and puts it under control, that the man may not be 
able to express that thought further; but that man, even though shut up in 
a dungeon, may go right on sinning against God at every breath. Caesar 
cannot help that. He can prevent a man’s thought from expressing itself in 
any way to injure his fellowman; but God looks through stones and bars 
into the heart, and in His sight that man is still a sinner, though he is kept 
from manifesting it by the power of the sword.

Temporal v. Eternal.

Further, God deals wholly with things that are eternal; Caesar with 
things that are temporal. God Himself is eternal. “The eternal God is thy 
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refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms.” It was through the eter-
nal Spirit that Christ offered Himself for us. It is eternal life that He 
holds out as a reward. Caesar knows nothing of such things as that. He is 
not supposed to know whether a man is on the road to heaven or hell. He 
is not supposed to make inquiry where he proposes to spend his time in 
the future. All he is to ask is, “What are you doing to-day?” Caesar’s pun-
ishment has nothing to do with eternity. He simply deals with temporal 
gifts, temporal punishments, temporal rewards; nothing more.

Then we have the contrast. God in Christ deals with the mind; Caesar 
with the body. God with the thoughts; Caesar with the actions. God with 
sin; Caesar with crime. God with morals; Caesar with civil things. God 
exercises forgiveness, Caesar imposes the penalty. God uses love, Caesar, 
force. God deals with eternal things; Caesar with temporal things. These 
are sharply defined distinctions.

The Powers That Be.

But is it not true that the powers that be are ordained of God?—
Certainly. “Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers [notice care-
fully how it reads; for every word has a meaning. If it is only higher power, 
there is something beyond that.]; for there is no power but of God, and 
the powers that be are ordained of God.” It is in God’s order that there 
should be civil governments on the earth. And we are to yield obedience 
to those governments. Then, you say, what is the trouble?—There is no 
trouble if we put the other right with it. “Render unto Caesar the things 
which are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” The very idea of 
civil government is of God, and He has ordained civil rulers over this 
realm; but not to rule over His realm. He has drawn the line of distinction 
between the two, and has ordained the powers that be to rule over things 
civil, and leave Him to rule over things moral. When Caesar confines his 
actions to his own sphere, every Christian is enjoined by God to be obedi-
ent; that is a part of his Christianity. There should be no one more loyal to 
civil government, when it is in the sphere to which God ordained it, than 
the Christian. He should be the model citizen; but when Caesar tries to 
put himself in the place of God, he makes bad work. He cannot take the 
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place of God. God says, “Stay where I put you, and I command every one 
of My followers to obey you; but do not come over into My realm; for you 
cannot carry on My government. Stay in your sphere, and you will have 
every one of My subjects to be your subjects; but if you get into My realm, 
You will spoil your subjects and Mine too.” God has made this very plain. 
Let us go to the Scripture for instruction.

The Three Hebrews and the Fiery Furnace.

Nebuchadnezzar the king built a great image all of gold, and set it up 
on the plain of Dura. He made a proclamation, calling the princes, cap-
tains, governors, and subjects of his realm to the dedication of the image. 
At the sound of the music everyone was to bow down and worship this 
image, which was really to worship Nebuchadnezzar, because he had had 
a vision of an image whose head was of gold, representing himself, and 
from this he made an image all of gold, and set it up to represent himself. 
In the company were three men, Jewish captives, who had been placed 
in office by Nebuchadnezzar. When the sound of music was heard, and 
the whole company prostrated themselves, those three men stood up, and 
certain ones went and told the king. He was furious with rage, and com-
manded them to bring the three men before him, and he said unto them, 
“Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, do ye not serve my 
gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up?” “I tell you that 
whosoever does not fall down and worship this image will be cast into the 
burning fiery furnace.” “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego answered 
and said unto the King Nebuchadnezzar, We are not careful to answer 
thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us 
from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us out of thine hand, 
O king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve 
thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.”

At this answer Nebuchadnezzar was all the more enraged, and com-
manded that the furnace should be heated seven times hotter than it was 
wont to be, and that the three men should be cast in. Why, he said, I am 
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon; God Himself has ordained me. 
What right have these men to disobey my commands? And we have the 
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prophecy concerning Nebuchadnezzar in Jer. 27:5-7:  “ I have made the 
earth, the man and the beast that are upon the ground, by My great power 
and by My outstretched arm, and have given it unto whom it seemed meet 
unto Me. And now have I given all these lands into the hand of Nebu-
chadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant; and the beasts of the field 
have I given him also to serve him. And all nations shall serve him, and his 
son, and his son’s son, until the very time of his land come:  and then many 
nations and great kings shall serve themselves of him.” “And he com-
manded the most mighty men of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. Therefore, 
because the king’s commandment was urgent, and the furnace exceeding 
hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego. And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. Then 
Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste and spake, 
and said unto his counsellors, Did we not cast three men bound into the 
midst of the fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, O king. He 
answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the 
fire, and they have no hurt, and the form of the fourth is like the Son of 
God. Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery 
furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, ye ser-
vants of the most high God, come forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego came forth of the midst of the fire. And the 
princes, governors, and captains, and king’s counsellors, being gathered 
together saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor 
was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the 
smell of fire had passed on them.”

The Lesson.

What was the lesson in this for the king? God was saying to Nebu-
chadnezzar, “You are out of your place. You are My servant; I gave you 
authority, but not to exercise in My realm. Any command you give con-
trary to My commands, I will bring it to confusion.” And the lesson is 
for us in this day. When Caesar gets out of his place, and steps across 



104  |  In The Spirit’s Power

the line that divides things civil from things moral, God says, “Get back 
into your place.”

Medo-Persia Succeeded Babylon.

Just according to the prophecy, Nebuchadnezzar, his son, and his 
son’s son ruled the kingdom. We will read the record in Daniel. “Belshaz-
zar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank 
wine before the thousand.” And he commanded to bring in the gold and 
silver vessels which his grandfather had taken of the temple of the Lord. 
But while the feast was going on, there came a bloodless hand and wrote 
on the wall. Belshazzar trembled, and sent for his wise men to read the 
writing, but no man among them could read it. Then they told him of a 
man who had interpreted a vision for his grandfather. He commanded 
him to be sent for, and Daniel was brought before the king. “And this is 
the writing that was written, Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin. This is the 
interpretation of the thing:  Mene; God hath numbered thy kingdom and 
finished it. Tekel; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found want-
ing. Peres; Thy kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians. 
In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. And Darius 
the Median took the kingdom.” God had raised up this new kingdom; 
for we have the prophecy of the fall of Babylon in Isa. 21:2:  “A grevious 
vision is declared unto me; the treacherous dealer dealeth treacherously, 
and the spoiler spoileth. Go up, O Elam; besiege, O Media.” It was in 
God’s providence that Babylon fell.

And now we have another lesson.

Daniel in the Lions’ Den.

After Darius had taken the kingdom, we find that Daniel was pre-
ferred above the other princes of the kingdom, and that he was made 
first president of the realm. That of course roused envy, and the men 
went to work to get his place. They went to king Darius, and said, “King 
Darius, live forever. All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, and 
the princes, the counsellors and the captains, have consulted together to 
establish a royal statute, and to make a firm decree, that whosoever shall 
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ask a petition of any god or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, 
he shall be cast into the den of lions. Now, O king, establish the decree, 
and sign the writing, that it be not changed, according to the law of the 
Medes and Persians, which altereth not. Wherefore king Darius signed 
the writing and the decree.

“Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed he went into 
his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, 
he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks 
before his God, as he did aforetime.” He had been accustomed to pray 
three times a day, and when king Darius forbade him to pray to God, he 
paid no attention whatever. He did not close his window and sit in his 
chair, so that they would not know whether he was praying or not. He got 
down on his knees and prayed as he had aforetime.

Now these men had had just what they wanted. They had heard 
Daniel pray. No doubt they had heard him pray before that, but they were 
interested in this prayer. Then these men came unto the king and said, 
“That Daniel, which is of the children of the captivity of Judah, regardeth 
not thee, O king, nor the decree that thou hast signed, but maketh his 
petition three times a day. Then the king when he heard these words, was 
sore displeased with himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him:  
and he laboured till the going down of the suit to deliver him. Then these 
men assembled unto the king, and said unto the king, Know, O king, that 
the law of the Medes and Persians is, That no decree nor statute which the 
king established may be changed. Then the king commanded, and they 
brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. Now the king spake 
and said unto Daniel, Thy God, whom thou servest continually, He will 
deliver thee. And a stone was brought and laid upon the mouth of the den; 
and the king sealed it with his own signet, and with the signet of his lords; 
that the purpose might not be changed concerning Daniel. Then the king 
went to his palace and passed the night fasting:  neither were instruments 
of music brought before him:  and his sleep went from him. Then the king 
arose very early in the morning, and went in haste unto the den of lions. 
And when he came to the den he cried with a lamentable voice unto 
Daniel:  and the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the 
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living God, is thy God whom thou servest continually able to deliver thee 
from the lions? Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live forever. My 
God hath sent His angel and hath shut the lions’ mouths, that they have 
not hurt me; forasmuch as before Him innocency was found in me; and 
also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt.” What! had he not broken 
the law?—Yes; but the king was out of his place in making it, and there-
fore it was no offence to go contrary to it. And God showed this to be so. 

What is the lesson?—God is saying, Caesar, “Keep out of My 
realm; keep on your own side of the fence. The minute you come over 
here I give My subjects perfect right to disobey you. I will stand by them 
in it.” And He did.

Thus the contest between civil encroachments on the domains of 
God and fidelity to God went on till Jesus Christ came. Then the Roman 
Empire filled the world. Macaulay says of it:  “It was the sublimest incar-
nation of power, and a monument, the mightiest of greatness built by 
human hands, which has upon this planet been suffered to appear.” When 
Jesus Christ came, all the attention paid to Him was to put His name 
down and tax Him the same as they had the cattle. But He had a mission 
to this world, and that was to bring freedom to the mind, to bring freedom 
to the thought, to deliver the captives that were bound by the power of 
sin. He was to present the character of God and to preach the kingdom of 
God. We can read that in the very first of the gospel by Mark. “Now after 
that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel 
of the kingdom of God, and saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom 
of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.” Mark 1:14, 15.

The Roman Empire had gods many and lords many, but the one 
god that stood over all was the Roman state itself. They regarded Caesar, 
the head of the government, as divine, and they worshipped him as the 
very incarnation of the government. They reasoned thus:  “Rome has con-
quered the world. The gods of Rome have done this, and chief among 
them is the Roman state.” This religion of theirs was not a theory; it was 
wondrous practical, and I think I will take the time to read a brief extract 
from Gibbon on this point:—
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“The religion of the nations was not merely a speculative doctrine 
professed in the schools or preached in the temples. The innumerable 
deities and rites of polytheism were closely interwoven with every 
circumstance of business or pleasure, of public or of private life; and it 
seemed impossible to escape the observance of them, without, at the 
same time, renouncing the commerce of mankind and all the offices 
and amusements of society. … The public spectacles were an essen-
tial part of the cheerful devotion of the pagans, and the gods were 
supposed to accept, as the most grateful offering, the games that the 
prince and the people celebrated in honour of their peculiar customs. 
The Christian, who with pious horror, avoided the abomination of the 
circus or the theatre, found himself encompassed with infernal snares 
in every convivial entertainment, as often as his friends, invoking the 
hospitable deities, poured out libations to each other’s happiness. 
When the bride, struggling with well-affected reluctance, was forced 
in hymeneal pomp over the threshold of her new habitation, or when 
the sad procession of the dead slowly moved toward the funeral pile, 
the Christian, on these interesting occasions, was compelled to desert 
the persons who were dearest to him, rather than contract the guilt 
inherent to those pious ceremonies. Every art and every trade that 
was in the least concerned in the framing or adorning of idols, was 
polluted by the stain of idolatry. …
“The dangerous temptations which on every side lurked in ambush 
to surprise the unguarded believer, assailed him with redoubled 
violence on the day of solemn festivals. So artfully were they framed 
and disposed throughout the year, that superstition always wore the 
appearance of pleasure, and often of virtue. … On the days of general 
festivity, it was the custom of the ancients to adorn their doors with 
lamps and with branches of laurel, and to crown their heads with 
garland of flowers. This innocent and elegant practice might have been 
tolerated as a mere civil institution. But it most unluckily happened 
that the doors were under the protection of the household gods, that 
the laurel was sacred to the lover of Daphne, and that garland of 
flowers, though frequently worn as a symbol of either joy or mourning, 
had been dedicated in their first origin to the service of supersti-
tion. The trembling Christians who were persuaded in this instance 
to comply with the fashions of their country and the commands of 
the magistrates, laboured under the most gloomy apprehensions from 
the reproaches of their own conscience, the censures of the church, 
and the denunciations of Divine vengeance.” [Edward Gibbon, The 
History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, pp. 523-526].
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And it was so that the Christian could hardly turn round, could not 
go to the funeral or marriage of a friend, because of the idolatrous prac-
tices interwoven with these ceremonies. His Christianity completely sep-
arated him from his friends, from the government, for the Romans would 
have no interference with their religion. According to Neander they had 
a law declaring that, “whoever introduces new religions, the tendency and 
character of which are unknown, whereby the minds of men may be dis-
turbed, shall, if belonging to the higher rank, be banished; if to the lower, 
punished with death.”

Christ and the Roman Law.

Jesus Christ was one of the lower rank, and He went up and down 
in Judea, teaching a new religion. The Pharisees knew this, and although 
they hated and despised the Roman government, although they plotted to 
overthrow it, although they hoped that Jesus Christ, when He came, would 
lead a revolution against it, yet when they saw that that was not His plan, 
they purposed to get the Roman government to overthrow Him. And 
when it came to His trial, they tried to get a condemnation from Pilate 
on the charge of blasphemy:  for, they said, “He made Himself the Son of 
God.” “When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid:  
and went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence art 
Thou? But Jesus gave him no answer.” Pilate tried to release Him, “but the 
Jews cried out saying, If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar’s friend; 
whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar.” And Pilate 
knew that if he did not accede to their request that there would a word go 
to Tiberius the cruel, “Pilate your governor has allowed an insurrection to 
go on here, and has refused to have anything to say against it.” And so he 
did what they wanted him to do. What was the charge?—Unfriendly to 
Caesar. That was the charge on which Jesus Christ was put to death. It was 
contrary to the law for Him to teach a new religion, but He did it. And for 
this they put Him to death.
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The Apostles and the Powers That Be.

He was raised from the dead, and called His disciples together, and 
said to them, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature.” Go throughout the whole Roman Empire and preach the gospel 
to every creature; yet He knew that that was directly contrary to the law of 
Rome. The disciples went and preached as they were instructed, and then 
the civil authorities came down upon them. The disciples were put in prison, 
but “the angel of the Lord by night opened the doors and brought them 
forth and said, Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the 
words of this life. And when they heard that, they entered into the temple 
early in the morning and taught. But the high priest came and they that 
were with him, and called the council together, and all the senate of the 
children of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought. But when 
the officers came and found them not in the prison, they returned and told, 
saying, The prison truly found we shut with all safety, and the keepers stand-
ing without before the doors; but when we had opened, we found no man 
within. Now when the high priest and the captain of the temple heard these 
things, they doubted of them whereunto this would grow. Then came one, 
and told them, saying, Behold, the men whom ye put in prison are stand-
ing in the temple and teaching the people. Then went the captain with the 
officers, and brought them without violence; for they feared the people, lest 
they should have been stoned. And when they had brought them, they set 
them before the council, and the high priest asked them, saying, Did we not 
straightly command you that ye should not teach in this name? And behold, 
ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man’s 
blood upon us. Then Peter and the other apostles answered, and said, We 
ought to obey God rather than man.” Yet it was contrary to law.

Paul, who had himself been a persecutor, after he had been con-
verted took Barnabas, and went out preaching, contrary to law. They 
passed through Asia Minor preaching the word, and on coming to Phil-
lippi, healed a woman possessed of an evil spirit. “But when her master 
saw that the hope of their gains was gone, they caught Paul and Silas, and 
drew them into the market place unto the rulers. And brought them to 
the Magistrates, saying, These men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our 
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city.” They did not trouble the city at all. They simply took away from the 
man his hope of gain. They shut them in prison, but the prison doors were 
thrown open,—God’s way of teaching them a lesson.

Again, we have the experience of the apostles in the 17th chapter 
of Acts. “Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three Sabbath 
days reasoned with them out of the Scriptures, opening and alleging, 
that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; 
and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ. And some of 
them believed, and consorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout 
Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief women not a few. But the 
Jews, which believed not, moved with envy, took unto them certain lewd 
fellows of the baser sort, and gathered a company, and set all the city on 
an uproar, and assaulted the house of Jason, and sought to bring them 
out to the people. And when they found them not, they drew Jason, and 
certain brethren unto the rulers of the city, crying, These that have turned 
the world upside down are come hither also.” And these men, that had 
themselves put the whole town in an uproar, took these noble men, and 
brought them to the magistrates, and said, “These men have turned the 
whole world upside down.”

At every step the apostles were hounded with that law, and yet Christ 
said, “Go, ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” 
They fought it out, and bled and died, and kept the fight up for centuries, 
till the Roman Empire was compelled to yield. That is what brought

Liberty into the World.

God was saying to Caesar, “Keep on your side of the fence. Let My sub-
jects teach in My realm.” This had to be learned over and over again. It had 
to be learned in the Reformation; but the liberty that was preserved in the 
Dark Ages, and the liberty that we have to-day, we owe to the establish-
ment of that principle that Caesar has to do with the things of Caesar, 
and God with the things of God. God will take care of His followers in 
doing this, and He commands everyone of them to render unto Caesar 
the things that are Caesar’s when he stays in his own realm.
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Results of Church and State Union.

Let me say further, that unless these things are kept separate as God 
has put them, it will destroy both the church and the state. When the 
Jews crucified Christ, they said, “His blood be upon us and our children 
forever,” and it was. Of all the horrible pages of history the most horrible 
is the siege of Jerusalem, when mothers ate their own children; but these 
things came upon them because they mixed the things of God and the 
things of Caesar, and took hold of the arm of Caesar to control the things 
of God. They suffered the penalty. Their nation as a nation was at that 
time brought low, and has never recovered. And the lesson is the same 
to-day. Let me say that any religion that needs the support of Caesar is 
not worth supporting. I care not what religion it is. Jesus Christ did not 
call for Caesar to help Him. He depended upon the power and the love of 
God to win for Him. And they have won. The Roman Empire has gone 
down in destruction, but the kingdom of Jesus Christ lives; for it is not of 
this world. It is founded on eternal principles. It lives and will live. But any 
church that fancies it necessary to call upon Caesar for help is not worthy 
to live. It had better die. Any church that asks Caesar for help, any church 
that accepts the proffered help, is not a Christian Church; it is Caesarian. 
Any form of Christianity that fancies it necessary to get the support of the 
civil power is ready to die.

These Lessons for Us To-Day.

These lessons, written on the pages of sacred history, wherein God 
has put underlying principles, are for us to-day. What means it that in 
every land there is a growing desire to put together the things that God 
has separated? I have reports from every land of the desire to unite the 
church and the state. There is a demand made for it, and I regret to say 
that the demand comes from the side of the church. What does it mean? 
It is a sign of the times. I want to tell you my friends, that this seeking for 
the aid of Caesar on the part of the church, is the published confession 
before God and man that the church has lost the power of God. When a 
church has the power of God it despises the power of Caesar; it wants 
none of it. Think of exchanging the power of God and the religion of Jesus 
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Christ for the power of man and hypocrisy; because all that Caesar can 
do is to control the actions. God has made the mind free, and even Jesus 
Christ, who came to save the world, said, “If any man believe not, I judge 
him not.” He came not to condemn, but to save.

When the church takes the power of the civil government to aid in 
anything that pertains to the things of God, it is a published confession, 
before God, before all heaven, and before man,—a confession that Chris-
tianity should blush to make, that it has lost the power God has given 
it. Christ said, “All power in heaven and earth is given unto Me.” Who 
would exchange that power for the paltry power of Caesar? This is for us. 
Have nothing to do with it. Let alone that cursed union between church 
and state, which has wrought the misery of the ages, and has written in 
blood thousands of pages of history, and slain millions of martyrs. Have 
you not seen enough of it to understand the ruin it will cause? Will you 
not say, God rather than Caesar; religion rather than hypocrisy?

Civil government cannot touch religion at any point, it matters not 
where it is, without involving a mixture which will bring trouble to both 
the church and the state. “Render therefore unto Caesar the things which 
are Caesar’s; and unto God the things that are God’s.” God will bless, 
sustain, and keep everyone that does this. No matter at what sacrifice—
houses, friends, property,—obey God rather than man. Everyone who 
desires to make his religion practical is earnestly urged to keep these 
principles in mind.
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“Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for I am 

meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For My 
yoke is easy, and My burden is light.” Matt. 11:28-30.

I wish especially to call attention to these words: “Take My yoke 
upon you, and learn of Me.” Everybody knows that Christ is our example 
in the Christian life. It would be useless for me to take your time or mine 
to set forth that fact. There are a great many who desire to imitate the 
example of Christ, a great many who do not know how, and the purpose of 
our study this afternoon will be, if possible, to help some one to know how 
to do this. I take it for granted that every Christian knows that he ought 
to be like Christ. There is no teaching of the Scripture more plain than 
this, and the promise is, that while the disciple is not above his teacher, yet 
every one who is perfected, will be as his teacher. Our purpose is to bring 
out some simple and plain lessons which, we hope, will be helpful to you 
in understanding better how to imitate the life of Christ.

Three Definite Points.

We might wander over a great deal of ground in this matter, and 
occupy our whole time, without getting anything very definite in our 
minds. But I want to get two or three lessons fixed; for they are the foun-
dation of every other lesson, and with them all the other lessons come of 
themselves. To make the point definite in our minds with reference to 
learning of Him, I want to set before you three points.
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We are to imitate the example of Christ in living in God and with 
God and for God. How shall we live, as did Christ in God, with God, 
and for God?

Christ the Branch.

Christ was the very revelation of God, the life of God in the earth. In 
Zech. 6:12 the prophet says of Him:  “Behold the man whose name is the 
Branch; and He shall grow up out of His place [not in the wrong place, 
but where He is; He will grow up out of His place], and He shall build the 
temple of the Lord.” Christ is here spoken of as the branch, and He was 
the branch of God. But His root was in heaven; and in being the branch 
of God to this world, He is, in another sense, the arm of God. God was 
in heaven, but He was reaching down in Jesus Christ to get hold of the 
world. As the branch, Christ grew as the branch, in order to be something 
visible to the world. God is in clouds and darkness; but He wanted to 
reveal Himself to a world that had been cut off by sin, so Christ came as 
a branch of Himself.

The Hidden Source of Life.

You know that the roots of a tree are hidden underneath; but they 
are the secret sources of life, and that which appears, which we call the 
tree, is after all but the root which comes up in sight. Christ was the 
branch to the world, but His root was hidden in God, and He was made 
manifest that the world might see what God is. Christ’s life, when He 
was here in the flesh, was in God, and He depended on God just as much 
for life for His service here as we are obliged to depend upon God. To 
be sure, He had life; “for as the Father hath life in Himself, so hath He 
given to the Son to have life in Himself.” But when He came here to be 
the revelation of God to the world, and an example to humanity, He put 
Himself in the very place of humanity; and as humanity was weak, He 
became weak for humanity’s sake. As humanity was dependent wholly 
upon a power outside of itself, so He became dependent. And He said, 
“As the living Father hath sent Me, and I live by the Father:  so he that 
eateth Me, even he shall live by Me.”
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He took that place of dependence, that position of weakness, in order 
that He might pass through the experience of those whom He came to 
save; His life was hid in God, and He depended wholly upon God and 
upon the ministry of angels.

Christ’s Life in God.

Do not think that the life of Christ here was a life of ease because 
He was the divine Son of God. He was the divine Son of God, but He 
veiled that divinity. Behold the wondrous condescension of God in Christ. 
Although He had power, yet He laid it down, and became dependent. This 
is stated in Scriptures. The Gospel of John is the great gospel of life. We 
turn to it when we want to learn about life. In this Gospel Christ says, “If 
I do not the works of My Father, believe Me not. But if I do, though ye 
believe not Me, believe the works; that ye may know, and believe, that the 
Father is in Me, and I in Him.”

While it is true that Jesus Christ was divinity veiled in humanity, it is 
also true that He was humanity enshrined in divinity. In His humanity He 
hung Himself upon His Father for help, for strength, for all that He needed 
as humanity; in His divinity, the Father dwelt in Him, and worked through 
Him. He was divinity in humanity, the roots reaching to heaven, but He 
was humanity enshrined in divinity. So He says in John 14:10:  “Believest 
thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? the words that I 
speak unto you, I speak not of Myself; but the Father that dwelleth in Me, 
He doeth the works.” And He asked for His disciples, “That they all may 
be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee.” John 17:21. Christ was 
that union of the divine and the human, which is the perfection of human-
ity, because of divinity working in and through humanity.

“No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which 
is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him.” John 1:18. Notice 
the statement. It does not say, “who came from the bosom of the Father,” 
but “which is in the bosom of the Father.” There was such a union between 
Christ and His Father that where Christ was, there the Father was. And 
He was in the bosom of the Father while here upon earth, His life hid in 
God for our sakes.
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Now we will notice

Christ’s Life with God;

that is to say, His communion with God, His fellowship with God. While 
His life was with God, it must also flow out through humanity, and Christ, 
by putting Himself in the position of humanity, puts Himself in the place 
of the empty vine, that must be filled from the Father. He puts Himself in 
that position where, by His communion with God, He received from God 
what He gave to the world. In His last prayer He said, “For I have given 
unto them the words which Thou gavest Me;” “and the glory which Thou 
gavest Me I have given them.” John 17:8, 22.

He stood between God and man, to receive from God on His divine 
side, to hand out on His human side, and to make a complete connection 
between the divine and the human. But in putting Himself there, He sub-
jected Himself to the same conditions that we find in us. He had nothing 
in Himself, He emptied Himself, and became a channel of blessing and 
light and power and life and glory to man. What He brought to the world, 
He brought because the Father gave it to Him, and He must needs go 
to the Father to get what the Father would have Him give to the world, 
because of His dependence.

Christ’s Source of Strength.

So we find Christ going often to the Father for communion, seek-
ing from Him strength. Let us read two or three scriptures that will 
emphasise this. “In the morning rising up a great while before day, He 
went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed.” Mark 1:35 
Why?—Because He had a day before Him of revealing the Father, a day 
before Him of giving God to the people, and He must needs rise a great 
while before day, and go to the Father, and in fellowship with Him, in 
communion with Him, He must receive from Him what He was to give 
to the people.

“Now when all the people were baptised, it came to pass that Jesus 
also being baptised, and praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy 
Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon Him, and a voice 
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came from heaven which said, Thou art My beloved Sort, in whom I am 
well pleased.” Luke 3:21, 22. The heavens were opened to Christ when He 
prayed; the heavens will be opened to us when we pray.

“And it came to pass about an eight days after these sayings, He took 
Peter and John and James, and

Went up into a Mountain to Pray.

And as He prayed, the fashion of His countenance was altered, and His 
raiment was white and glistering.” Luke 9:28, 29. But let me tell you 
He prayed more than a short prayer that night. Christ prayed His short 
prayers in public; but when He went to commune with God in the night 
season, then it was that He poured out His soul before God, reaching out 
in His weakness, and clinging to God, not simply for Himself, but for all 
the people, for our sakes, that He might grasp divine power; and it was 
while He was praying that the fashion of His countenance was altered.

It was when Moses was in the presence of God that his face shone 
with glory, so that when he came out the people could not stand before 
him. It was when Christ, as our representative, prayed that night on the 
mountain till His disciples fell asleep and the dews of night fell on Him, 
that the heavens were opened to Him. It is in our communion with God 
that glory rests upon us, and our filthy garments are changed to the white 
robes of Christ’s righteousness.

Christ’s Life for God.

And so it was in answer to His communion with the Father that He 
received from God the blessings He gave to humanity; but now, having a 
life in God, maintained by fellowship with God, that life of power is to be 
spent for God. Christ’s life was a life of sacrifice, a life of service for God; 
He was a representative of God as well as the representative of humanity. 
He was sent here to represent the divine character, but also to show that it 
is possible for that divine character to be revealed in humanity.

Do not think that God is some far-away being. The life and experi-
ence of Christ were to show to the world that God can dwell in humanity; 
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that God has made humanity as a temple for His own indwelling, and 
Christ received the very presence of the Father to dwell in His humanity, 
to show that humanity can be a temple for the living God.

Christ spent His life wholly in service for God. All the strength 
received from the Father in His hours of prayer went out in ministry. He 
fed the people, taught them, laboured for them, and He became weary as 
He walked up and down Judea, giving His life for the people. And He 
ended it by giving His life on the cross for them. That is the life of Christ, 
in God, with God, and for God.

Christ’s Life to Be Repeated in Us.

I delight to dwell upon that picture, and to have it presented before 
our minds; but I want to tell you that the only reason that picture is 
recorded on the page of history is because it is God’s intention that the 
same experience shall be lived over again in us. It is God’s purpose that we 
shall be like Christ, and He has made provision that we shall be. I know 
we are weak, I know we are helpless, I know we are unworthy; but I know 
that God has made wondrous provision. God knew that we were unwor-
thy; but He made the provision that through just such humanity as there 
is here to-day, if they will have faith in Christ, He will reveal His charac-
ter, and make them channels of blessing to the world. That is God’s design 
for us, and let us rejoice in the thought; let us take our eyes off the cheap, 
common things, and low grades of Christian experience, and look up to 
the throne of God and of Christ, our Advocate, who is there to intercede 
for us. Let us believe that God intends a wonderful experience for us in 
His Son. His plan is to do it, and His grace is sufficient.

Our lives, just like Christ’s are to be in God, with God, for God. “Ye 
are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.” That experience is for 
us, and we are to realise every day that we have no life in ourselves; that 
we have no power in ourselves; but that all our life and power must come 
from Christ. Our life, like Christ’s, must be between the mountain and 
the multitude, going up into the mountain with God get what He has for 
us, that we may bring it down to give to the people.
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When Christ fed the thousands by His miracles, He Himself did 
not give the bread to the people; but He blessed it and brake it, and gave 
it to His disciples, and they gave it to the people. We are to go to Him, 
and He will bless the loaf, and give it to us; and then, as a loaf blessed of 
Him, and having in it life and salvation, we are to bring it to the people. 
And so we must continue

Our Life of Fellowship with God.

And this life of fellowship must be, in every detail, like Christ’s. We must 
be born in the Spirit as was He born in the Spirit; we must be baptised 
of the Holy Spirit as was He. When we go to temptation, we must go as 
He did,—led of the Spirit; when we return from victory over temptation, 
we must return as He did, in the power of the Spirit. When we preach we 
must say as He did—“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath 
anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He hath sent Me to heal 
the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering 
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.” Luke 4:18. He 
was baptised of the Holy Spirit, and “went about doing good.” He would 
even go out of His way to give somebody the opportunity of receiving 
benefit from Him. His was a life of service and self-sacrifice, and He calls 
upon us to follow His example, not in our own strength, but with a life in 
God, rooted in heaven. He bids us come boldly to the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

Learning by Service.

Our life, being a life with God in the power of the Spirit, must also 
be a life for God. We are kept many times from the fulness of this experi-
ence by being afraid of God. We are afraid that if we unreservedly and 
fully give ourselves up to God and say, “Whether I live or die, whether in 
sickness or health, all my life shall be for God,” that God will call us to 
something that we do not want; and it is that very fear that keeps God 
from revealing Himself to us and in us. God does not reveal Himself by 
telling about Himself; but He says, “Take My yoke upon you, and learn of 
Me.” By service learn.
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We do not enter the school of Christ to have Him tell us the theory 
of the Christian life simply as something to be studied out ourselves. God 
gives us knowledge of Himself by revealing Himself in us, and when He 
wants us to know the experience of faith and the victory of faith, He leads 
us up to a Red Sea, that He may teach us what this victory means. It is by 
living with God that we learn God. Our heads may be filled with a great 
many theories; but they will all be useless unless we know what God is 
by seeing what He does for us, by seeing what He can do for those that 
believe in Him, by being in Him, and letting Him work.

We have a great many lessons to learn about God, and the funda-
mental lesson is, “Walk in the light.” Everything depends upon light. Take 
it away and the flowers will die. They must live in the light. Take away the 
light of God from us, and our Christian experience perishes, but the light 
goes on. It is not stationary; it moves, and we must move with it in order 
to keep the light we have, and open the channel for more light.

Let us notice now our life for God.

Denying Self.

In Matt. 16:24 we read, “Then said Jesus unto His disciples, If any 
man will come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow Me.” “Let him deny himself.” Those words have a much broader 
meaning than staying away from some place of amusement, or giving up 
eating something that pleases the palate. They mean the sacrifice of self, 
the disinheriting of self, the emptying out of self, the very denial of self. 
Peter denied Christ when he said, “I know Him not,” and we are to treat 
self in exactly the same way. Does self rise up and claim recognition? then 
say, “I know you not.” Just as distinctly as Peter three times denied his 
Lord, so we, when self rises up and wants to control us, are to say, “I do 
not know you; I will have nothing to do with you.” Deny self, disinherit 
self, let self die, and keep it dead, too.

Said Paul, “I protest by your rejoicing, which I have in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, I die daily.” I Cor. 15:31. Many people are troubled in their 
Christian experience because self is continually rising. “Why,” they say, “I 
thought yesterday that I had gained a complete victory, and that self was 
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crucified.” Self was crucified just as long as the faith that cast self out kept 
it out, but just the moment that that faith wavers, self rises up and asserts 
its power. The faith which puts self to death must keep it dead. Self must 
be crucified daily and hourly through faith in Jesus Christ.

“Then said Jesus unto His disciples, If any man will come after Me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.” I would like 
to impress upon your minds to-day what is included in the cross of Christ. 
Let us spell it.

C.—Crucifixion.—The very first letter and the very first lesson of 
the cross. Said Paul in his letter to the Galatians, “I am crucified with 
Christ:  nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me:  and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave Himself for me.” Gal. 2:20. He said again in this same 
letter, “God forbid that I should glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Chris, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” Gal. 
6:14. Taking up the cross means the death of self; bearing the cross means 
dying daily, self-death, keeping self dead. That is crucifixion, the very first 
letter of the cross, but I want to tell you that there is another letter.

R.—Resurrection.—After crucifixion there is a rising again. “For 
if we have been planted together in the likeness of His death, we shall 
be also in the likeness of His resurrection.” Rom. 6:5. I like the Revised 
Version of this verse, which reads, “For if we have been united with the 
likeness of His crucifixion, we shall be also with the likeness of His resur-
rection.” (margin.) If you spell C, you can spell R. For “like as Christ was 
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life.” Christ lived this life on the earth for our sakes; 
He was crucified for our offences, but He was raised again for our justifi-
cation. We do not need to mourn; for He who made heaven and earth is 
our Saviour, and He lives to-day for us. He said when He was here, “All 
power upon heaven and earth is given unto Me.” He gained this power 
by His death, and when He was raised up, He was raised up to newness 
of life. “In that He died, He died unto sin once, but in that He lives, He 
lives unto God. Likewise reckon ye yourselves to be dead indeed unto 
sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” And the new life 
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to which we are raised is not the old life of self, but it is the life of Jesus 
Christ,—that divine-human life, which is not simply the life of God apart 
from flesh, nor the life of flesh apart from God, but the life of God which 
has been wrought into human flesh. That life comes to us in our resurrec-
tion from the crucifixion of self. Where self dies Christ lives; where the 
old man is buried, the new man is raised to life; where the old man lived 
in sin, the new man walks with God. It is the resurrection life in the power 
of Christ’s resurrection.

Said Paul in his letter to the Philippians, I count everything that I 
ever thought was worth anything, as loss, “for the excellency of the knowl-
edge of Jesus Christ my Lord.” As less than nothing I hold the experiences 
of the past, “that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection.” It 
is the resurrection power that we Christians need; it is the resurrection life 
that we must have; and I thank God that it is the resurrection life that is 
provided. Do not be satisfied with anything short of that. It is God’s free 
gift in Jesus Christ. I would that I could arouse everyone that has the least 
spark of faith in Jesus Christ, to lay hold largely upon His power. There is 
no danger of our exhausting the supply; infinite are His resources; infinite 
His love; infinite His desire for us. He is only waiting for us to grasp it by 
faith. I thank God that it is so.

O.—Obedience.—That goes with the cross. To everyone who thinks 
that he cannot obey God’s law, I would say, Obey the gospel. If you are 
afraid of the law, obey the gospel, that is enough. What happens to those 
who do not obey the gospel?—“And to you who are troubled, rest with 
us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty 
angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and 
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 2 Thess. 1:7-9. Friends, obey 
the gospel, and I will risk the law. Obey the gospel, because we have found 
in the plainest possible manner that the gospel is simply the law in Christ.

Read 2 Cor. 10:5, and it will show us to what extent this obedience 
is to go. “Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth 
itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ.” He who does not obey the gospel in 
thought, does not obey the gospel at all. He who does not obey the truth 
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in thought, does not obey the truth at all. No outward life can satisfy; it 
must be the inmost life of the soul; and the outward life, after all, will be 
but the revealing of what is within. “Out of the abundance of the heart 
the month speaketh.” And the glory of every pure thought and holy deed 
we are to give to Him who loved us and gave Himself for us. Obedience 
stands right in the centre of the cross.

S.—Sacrifice.—That sacrifice which offers up self,—self-sacrifice:  
the complete yielding of everything to God, the entire consecration 
which lays everything upon God’s altar, and cares not for the opinion of 
men, but looks to God for His opinion; which cares not for the words of 
men, but looks to God in Jesus Christ for His word; which lives the life 
He lived in the flesh, by the faith of the Son of God, who loved us and 
gave Himself for us.

S.—Service.—A life given up to God, devoted wholly to God. 
Christ’s mission here was to save the lost, and it is the mission of every 
representative of His to do the same work. Let me tell you, my friends, in 
the fear of God, that we will not stand clear in His sight if we have not 
laboured for Him. Selfishness has no place in heaven. And unless we get 
rid of self, we can never go to heaven. Jesus Christ is the only One who 
can take us there; self will drag us down to hell. Let Jesus Christ lift us 
up. Let us consecrate our lives and all we have to the service of God. It is 
all His anyway. How much I ask you, is it to give to God what belongs to 
Him already? Anything short of this sacrifice is robbing God. We are His 
by creation and by redemption. In the mouth of two witnesses shall it be 
established that we are His. Then act as though we were His, and let Him 
act as though we were His.

The very purpose of the life of Christ in heaven now is that the 
image of God may appear in our lives. Christ lived His life here in the 
flesh to show us what the image of God is; but He is not satisfied with 
that. He wants us to co-operate with Him in letting that life be lived 
again in us. Christ told His disciples just before ascending that He would 
send His Holy Spirit to dwell in them. God’s purpose, and I would that 
this thought might be burned in our minds, is that the very life that 
Christ lived shall be lived by His followers. And we live that life by our 



124  |  In The Spirit’s Power

submission and willingness to give up our own way and let God be glori-
fied in Jesus Christ.

That is Christian life. I would that I could impress upon every Chris-
tian what it is his privilege to be. If you have not known it, take hold of Jesus 
Christ. God is able to do great things for us. He has promised to do great 
things for us, and His promises never fail; they are to-day yea and amen in 
Jesus Christ. What God wants us to do is to have faith in them, and treat 
Him as our loving Father, who has given us all things in Jesus Christ.

Now we have the cross,—Crucifixion, resurrection, obedience, sac-
rifice, service. It begins with the death of self; it rises into a new life, even 
the life of Christ; it shows itself in implicit obedience to God in Jesus 
Christ; it gives itself a sacrifice to others; for says the Scripture, “Hereby 
perceive we the love of God, because He laid down His life for us; and 
we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” 1 John 3:16. “The Son 
of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His 
life a ransom for many.” “For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; and 
whosoever will lose his life for My sake shall find it.” Matt. 10:25. He who 
holds on to self will perish with self; he who lets go of self will live in Jesus 
Christ, and will find a life that measures with the life of God.

Giving up Self, Only a Question of Time.

It is only a question with us of when we are going to give up this 
life. You are, I know, very well aware that the days of our life are but 
“threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore 
years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we 
fly away.” Ps. 90:10. Shall we give up this life now and receive the life of 
Christ, or shall we hold to this life until it is taken away from us, and it 
is too late to receive the life of Christ? We are to meet God face to face. 
Shall we meet Him in Christ or in self ? We are to meet the law of God. 
Shall we meet that law in Jesus Christ or in ourselves? These experiences 
must come to everyone. The question for us to settle is, Shall they come to 
us in Christ or out of Christ? Our safety, our glory, our joy, is in meeting 
these experiences in Jesus Christ.
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Degrees in the School of Christ.

I want now to call your attention to the experience of the apostle 
Paul as a disciple, in the school of Christ. Before his conversion Paul was a 
disciple in the school of Gamaliel. I do not know what the customs of the 
Jewish schools were in that time, or whether they conferred any degrees 
on Paul, but I know that he was a learned man, and I suppose he had gath-
ered up the wisdom of the day as it could be learned in the Jewish schools. 
Speaking of himself in his letter to the Philippians, he says, “For we are 
the circumcision which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ 
Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. Though I might also have con-
fidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he 
might trust in the flesh, I more. Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock 
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching 
the law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the 
righteousness which is in the law, blameless.” And he speaks of this again 
to the Galatians: “For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the 
Jews’ religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, 
and wasted it:  and profited in the Jews’ religion above many mine equals 
in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of 
my fathers.” Phil. 3:3-6; Gal. 1:13, 14. That is where Paul stood when he 
entered the school of Christ. I want to follow his experience in the school 
of Christ, and see the degrees that he took.

The first degree is—
B. A.—Born again.
That is the first degree everyone takes in the school of Christ. Writ-

ing to the Corinthians Paul says, “And last of all He was seen of me also, 
as one born out of due time.” 1 Cor. 15:8. Christ said, “Marvel not that I 
said unto thee, Ye must be born again.” John 3:7. But right in connection 
with that “must” is another. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up. “Ye must be born 
again,” “the Son of man must be lifted up”, and in Him is the life for the 
new birth. The first degree then is Born again.
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The next degree that Paul took was—
M. A.—Moulded afresh.
Made over completely by the new life. Paul writes of this in Col. 3:9, 

10, “Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with 
his deeds; and have put on the new man which is renewed in knowledge, 
after the image of Him that created Him.” The first degree, Born again, is 
conferred upon us in order that the new life dwelling in us may mould and 
fashion us after the image of God.

The next degree is—
D. D.—Delivered Debtor.
After one has received the new birth, moulding him into the new life, 

to what then is he debtor? Said Paul, “I am a debtor both to the Greeks 
and to the Barbarians; both to the wise and to the unwise. So, as much as 
in me is, I am really to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also.” 
Rom. 1:14, 15. He had been delivered, and he felt himself a debtor to give 
to others what he had received. He took this degree and deserved it. His 
life was a manifestation that he was indeed a D. D. in Christ, a delivered 
debtor, who gave his life to give to others what God had given him.

I think Paul took the next degree also, that of—
LL. D.—Life Lovingly Dedicated.
These are the genuine degrees in God’s school, Born Again, Moulded 

Afresh, Delivered Debtor, a Life Lovingly Dedicated. What is this but 
life in God, life with God, and life for God? That was Paul’s experience, 
and God has set forth that experience for us, because it belongs to every 
child of God.

We might continue this lesson at great length, but I want these 
thoughts to abide in your minds. They are a great deal better to talk about 
and to think about than the cheap, common things of life. Let our minds 
be filled with the things of God, with the word of God, and then expect 
God to tell us great things about His word, and to reveal to us the deep 
things of God. And let us look for these degrees in our lives. No university 
founded by man can confer these degrees upon anyone, but in the school 
of Christ they are open to everyone. If anyone wants to carry about with 
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him degrees that are worth something, let him enter the school of Christ, 
and take the degrees given there.

If you will carry away with you these thoughts to-day, that God in 
Jesus Christ lived a life of perfection on earth, and that Jesus Christ now 
lives in heaven, our great high Priest, making intercession for us, receiving 
from the Father the promise of His Spirit that He may give it to us, in 
order that the very same character that appeared in the character of Jesus 
Christ to the glory of God may appear in you, and if you will believe in 
God to work that in you by crucifixion, by obedience, by self-sacrifice, by 
service, God will greatly bless your lives in Jesus Christ.
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All that man has lost through sin has been restored “through the 
redemption which is in Christ Jesus.” “For this purpose the Son 

of God was manifested that He might destroy [undo] the works of the 
devil.” 1 John 3:8. All this is accomplished for us, “not by works of righ-
teousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, 
by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost, which 
He shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour.” Titus 3:5, 6.

And yet God does not make His plan of salvation effective for any 
individual without his co-operation. God has honoured man by bestow-
ing upon him reasoning powers and the freedom of choice, and while 
man can by no means save himself, yet it is not God’s plan to save him 
contrary to his will. He says to him:  “Come now, and let us reason 
together, saith the Lord:  though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” 
Isa. 1:18. “He that will [willeth or chooseth] let him take of the water of 
life freely.” Rev. 22:17, R. V.

In the beginning “God created man in His own image,” “in the like-
ness of God made He him.” But this image has been marred and well 
nigh obliterated by sin. Yet “God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life” ( John 3:16), that thus through Him, “who is the 
image of the invisible God,” man might be “created in Christ Jesus unto 
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good works” (Eph. 2:10), and restored to the image of God, by being “con-
formed to the image of His Son.” Rom. 8:29. The wondrous provisions of 
God’s grace whereby “He might be just, and the justifier of him which 
believeth in Jesus” (Rom. 3:26) have nothing less than this in view, that “as 
we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the 
heavenly.” 1 Cor. 15:49.

The agency employed by God to bring about this result is called 
“the gospel,” which is defined to be “the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth.” Rom. 1:16. It is “the gospel of your salvation,” 
“the gospel of the grace of God,” “the gospel of peace,” the same gospel 
which was “preached before … unto Abraham” (Gal. 3:8), and afterwards 
to the children of Israel, “for unto us was the gospel preached, as well as 
unto them.” Heb. 4:2. This gospel of Christ is God’s divine power to save 
believers, “for therein is the righteousness of God revealed.” Rom. 1:17. 
The righteousness of God is revealed in the gospel; and for that reason the 
gospel “is the power of God unto salvation.” It is salvation from sin and 
restoration to a life of righteousness which are needed, and this experience 
is provided for us through the incarnation, the death, and the resurrection 
of Christ, who “was made in the likeness of men,” and “who was delivered 
for our offences, and was raised again for our justification.” Rom. 4:25. But 
this is the gospel; for we read:  “Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the 
gospel … by which also ye are saved…. For I delivered unto you first of all 
that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures; and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third 
day according to the Scriptures.” 1 Cor. 15:1-4.

The efficacy of the gospel is also presented in these words: “For 
Christ sent me not to baptise, but to preach the gospel; not with wisdom 
of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. For the 
preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which 
are saved it is the power of God.” 1 Cor. 1:17, 18. The gospel is the power 
of God to every one that believeth. A discourse concerning the cross is, to 
those who are saved, the power of God, because the cross of Christ—Christ 
the crucified Saviour dying for sin—is the central thought of the gospel. 
So also we read again:  “But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a 
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stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto them which 
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom 
of God.” 1 Cor. 1:23, 24.

From these scriptures it is evident that the efficacy of the gospel, its 
power to salvation, is found in the fact that it is “God’s joyful message … 
concerning His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,” who is “The Lord our Righ-
teousness.” Jer. 23:6. Thus it appears that the gospel becomes the power of 
God unto salvation because of the righteousness which is revealed in it, 
and that this righteousness is found only in Christ, and is inseparable from 
Him. This is “the hope of the gospel … which is Christ in you the hope of 
glory:  whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in 
all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.” “And 
ye are complete in Him.”

Wrong views concerning our relation to God’s plan of salvation for 
us have arisen from failing to comprehend the fulness of the character of 
God. While it is true that “He delighteth in mercy” and “taketh pleasure 
… in those that hope in His mercy,” it is also true that He is “of purer eyes 
than to behold evil,” and that He will “execute judgment and justice in the 
earth.” God requires that His own character, as revealed in Christ, should 
be the standard of character for His children. “Be ye therefore perfect, 
even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” Matt. 5:48. “But as He 
which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation.” 
1 Peter 1:15.

And abundant provision has been made in Christ that the expec-
tation of God for man may be fully met. For He “hath blessed us with 
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places [or things] in Christ,” and “hath 
chosen us in Him … that we should be holy and without blame before 
Him in love,” and “hath made us accepted in the beloved.” Eph. 1:3, 4, 6. 
But all this is for a definite purpose. It is that we “being made free from 
sin and become servants to God “ (Rom. 6:22) should be found “righ-
teous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of 
the Lord blameless.” Luke 1:6. “Thou shalt call His name Jesus, for He 
shall save His people from their sins.” Matt. 1:21. But there is no provision 
made to save people in their sins.
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In order that man may intelligently cooperate with God in His pur-
pose to restore His image in him, God has made a revelation to man of 
His own character as the standard of perfection, and the test of righteous-
ness. Since God designs to renew His likeness in us, we may know what 
He is by what He requires of us. The holiness, the righteousness, and the 
goodness of God are set forth in His law, which is declared to be “holy, 
just [righteous] and good,” and the perfection which He requires of us 
will be revealed in a life which is in harmony with “that good and accept-
able and perfect will of God.” Rom. 12:2.

Because “a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the 
faith of Jesus Christ” (Gal. 2:16), and because we “are not under the law 
but under grace” (Rom. 6:14), some have fallen into the error of supposing 
that Christians have nothing whatever to do with the law of God. It is 
therefore well worth our while to consider the purposes served by the law, 
and the relation between the law and the gospel.

In order that it may be true of us that “the blood of Jesus Christ His 
Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7), we must “confess our sins” (1 
John 1:9), and we must be made aware of sin before we can confess it. This 
brings out the first purpose of the law, for by the law is the knowledge of 
sin (Rom. 3 :20), and “I had not known sin, but by the law; for I had not 
known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.” Rom. 7:7. The 
way in which the law reveals sin appears from the fact that “all unrigh-
teousness is sin “ (1 John 5:17), and that the law reveals unrighteousness 
by defining righteousness. The law, being a transcript of the righteous 
character of God, is used by the Holy Spirit to “reprove the world of sin” 
( John 16:8), by showing men that they are “wretched, and miserable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked” (Rev. 3:17) when their own characters are 
placed in contrast with the purity and holiness of God. When we thus see 
God we exclaim with Isaiah, “Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am 
a man of unclean lips” (Isa. 6:5), and with Job we say, “I abhor myself and 
repent in dust and ashes.” Job 42:6. All this is made plain in the Scripture. 
“Righteous art Thou, O Lord, and upright are Thy judgments. Thy testi-
monies that Thou hast commanded are righteous and very faithful!” “My 
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tongue shall speak of Thy word; for all Thy commandments are righteous-
ness.” Ps. 119:137, 138, 172.

But while the law thus makes known sin to us by setting forth the 
righteous character of God, and being itself righteousness, it is yet utterly 
unable to confer that righteousness upon us. “I do not frustrate the grace 
of God; for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.” 
Gal. 2:21. “For if there had been a law given which could have given life, 
verily righteousness should have been by the law. But the Scripture hath 
concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might 
be given to them that believe.” Gal. 3:21, 22. Here is where the work of 
Christ avails for us, and the very object of that work is that the righteous-
ness defined by the law, and revealed in the gospel, may be fulfilled in us. 
“For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, 
God sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, con-
demned sin in the flesh; that the righteousness of the law might be ful-
filled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” Rom. 8:3, 4. 
“For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in Him.” 2 Cor. 5:21.

The righteousness of the law was fulfilled by Christ, who did “not 
come to destroy, but to fulfil” the law, and who by a life of perfect obedi-
ence to the Father’s will, wherein He “became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross,” was “made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption.” 1 Cor. 1:30. “For as by one man’s disobe-
dience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be 
made righteous. Moreover the law entered that the offence might abound. 
But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound; that as sin hath 
reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto 
eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.” Rom. 5:19-21.

The work accomplished by Christ in behalf of man is more than to 
pay the penalty for a broken law; it includes the bringing of man into 
harmony with that law. He “gave Himself for us, that He might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works.” Titus 2:14. For this it became necessary not only that righ-
teousness should be imputed to us, but imparted to us; not only that Christ 
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should live for us, but that He should live in us; not only that we should be 
“justified by faith “ (Rom. 5:1), but that we should be “sanctified by faith.” 
Acts 26:18. So the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us (and we 
beheld His glory [His character], the glory [the character] as of the only 
begotten of the Father), full of grace and truth.” John 1:14. Angels could 
convey messages for God, and could do deeds for God, but only the Son 
of God could reveal the righteousness of God by being God.

In His life among men Christ became the righteousness which was 
defined in the law. “The law was given by Moses but grace and truth [grace 
and the reality] came by Jesus Christ.” John 1:17. In the law, considered 
merely as a code, we have only the form of truth, but Christ is the Truth. 
“Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and makest thy boast 
of God, and knowest His will, and approvest the things that are more 
excellent, being instructed out of the law; and art confident that thou 
thyself art a guide of the blind, a light of them which are in darkness, an 
instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, which has the form of knowl-
edge and of the truth in the law.” Rom. 2:17-20. The law gives the form, 
but Christ is the reality. Christ had the law in His heart, and so His life 
was the law in living characters. This was set forth in the prophecy con-
cerning His work centuries before He was “made of a woman”:  “I delight 
to do Thy will, O My God; yea, Thy law is within My heart.” Ps. 40:8.

In His teaching Christ interpreted the spiritual character of the law, 
showing that to hate was to commit murder, to think impurely was to 
commit adultery, to covet was to be an idolater, and His life was so com-
pletely in harmony with the sacred precepts as interpreted by Him that 
He could challenge those who were constantly seeking something against 
Him with the inquiry, “Which of you convinceth Me of sin?” John 8:46.

And He “who did no sin” (1 Peter 2:22) wrought out this life of 
perfect righteousness not for Himself but for us, that the image of God 
might be again revealed in our lives. The law was within the heart of 
Christ, and He came to do the will of God, in order that the same law 
might be written in our hearts, and that we might be restored to the bless-
edness of doing God’s will; that the form might become the reality in us. 
This is accomplished for each individual by his acceptance of the work of 
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Christ for him through faith in the word of God, by opening the door of 
his heart to Christ, that He may become the very life of his life, so that he 
may be “saved by His life.” Rom. 5:10. This is righteousness by faith. This 
is being “found in Him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of 
the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness 
which is of God by faith.” Phil. 3: 9.

Thus we see that the law first gives knowledge of sin. It sets up a per-
fect standard of righteousness, and so defines the righteousness required; 
but it cannot confer that righteousness. It does not make one a sinner; it 
simply reveals the fact that he is a sinner. It cannot give righteousness; it 
simply shows the need of righteousness. But God, who requires the righ-
teousness of the law in our characters, has made provision that this righ-
teousness shall be brought to us in Christ, who is the centre of the gospel. 
The standard of character which is defined by the law is presented to us in 
Christ in the gospel. So we read:  “But now the righteousness of God with-
out the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; 
even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ, unto all 
and upon all them that believe; for there is no difference; for all have sinned 
and come short of the glory [the character] of God; being justified freely by 
His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus; whom God hath 
set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His 
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbear-
ance of God; to declare, I say, at this time His righteousness; that He might 
be just and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.” Rom. 3:21-26. By 
the law sin is revealed; in the gospel righteousness is revealed. By the law 
the disease is made known; in the gospel of Christ the cure is found. This 
is the first step in the relation between the law and the gospel.

After we have come to Christ and are justified by faith, without the 
deeds of the law (Rom. 3: 28), after we have become “the children of God 
by faith in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3: 26), having received Him who is righ-
teousness and the living law, what then is our relation to the law? This will 
perhaps best appear by considering the results of genuine faith in Christ.

To believe on Christ is to receive Christ; not to assent to a creed, but 
to accept a life; not to strive for the maintenance of certain outward forms, 
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but to become “partakers of the divine nature.” 2 Peter 1:4. Creeds and 
forms cannot save people from their sins. Terrible is the catalogue of the 
sins of those “having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof.” 2 
Tim. 3:1-5. A new life must be imparted before man can “live unto God.” 
“Except a man be born from above, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
John 3:3. “For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but 
a new creation.” Gal. 6:15, R.V. This experience depends upon the faith 
which each one exercises for himself, and “it is of faith, that it might be 
by grace.” Rom. 4:16. To all who sincerely pray the prayer, “Create in me a 
clean heart,” (Ps. 51:10), the reply comes, “Believe ye that I am able to do 
this? … According to your faith be it unto you.” Matt. 9:28, 29. “And this 
is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith” (1 John 5:4); but 
faith for victory is the “faith which worketh by love.” Gal. 5: 6.

“Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid:  yea, we 
establish the law.” Rom. 3:31. “This is the victory which overcometh the 
world, even our Christ made present with all His glorious power by faith;” 
but this is the Christ in whose heart is the law of God; who said of Himself, 
“I have kept my Father’s commandments” ( John 15:10); who was and is the 
law of God in life, so that when the prayer, “that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts by faith” (Eph. 3:17), is answered, the law in Christ is “written not 
with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but 
in fleshy tables of the heart.” 2 Cor. 3:3. And thus do we establish the law.

“Where there is not only belief in God’s word, but a submission of 
the will to Him—where the heart is yielded to Him, the affections fixed 
upon Him, there is faith, faith that works by love and purifies the soul. 
Through this faith the heart is renewed in the image of God. And the 
heart that in its unrenewed state is not subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be, now delights in its holy precepts.” “God is love.” 1 John 
4:8. His law is an expression of His love, and Christ is that law of love 
expressed in life; so when we receive Christ into our hearts, then love, the 
fruit of the Spirit, is received into our hearts, and “when the principle of 
love is implanted in the heart, … the new covenant promise is fulfilled, I 
will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them” 
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(Heb. 8:10)[SC60]; for “love is the fulfilling of the law.” Rom. 13:10. And 
thus do we “establish the law” by faith.

But after the law is thus by faith established in the heart by abiding 
in Christ, and having Him, who is the living law, abide in us, then the fruit 
of such a union with Christ will appear in the life. “He that abideth in Me, 
and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit” ( John 15:5), and thus 
are we “filled with the fruits of righteousness.” Phil. 1:11. And now the 
law, which revealed sin but could not confer righteousness, witnesses to 
the character of the righteousness which we have received through faith 
in Christ. “But now the righteousness of God without the law is mani-
fested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets.” Rom. 3:21. The law 
reveals sin by defining righteousness, by showing us the character of God. 
The gospel reveals righteousness. “Therein is the righteousness of God 
revealed.” Rom.1:17. We receive this righteousness as the free gift of God 
in receiving Jesus Christ. The law cannot give us what we need. It urges us 
to Christ, where we receive what it demands but cannot bestow. Then we 
return to the same law, and it bears witness to the fact that the righteous-
ness we have received in Christ Jesus is the very righteousness which it 
demands but cannot impart.

This was God’s plan for those who would believe in Christ. “God 
offered them in His Son the perfect righteousness of the law.” [MB54.] 
If they would open their hearts fully to receive Christ, then the very life 
of God, His love, would dwell in them, transforming them into His own 
image; and thus through God’s free gift they would possess the righteous-
ness which the law requires.

The words “abolish,” “take away, “destroy,” and “change” have been 
so persistently connected with the law by some public teachers that there 
exists in the minds of many people the honest conviction that all which 
is expressed by these words was done to the law by Christ. It is true that 
He came to “abolish” something, and to “take away” something, and to 
“destroy” something, and to “change” something; but it is important that 
we-should know just what it was that He abolished, and what it was that 
He took away, and what it was that He destroyed, and what it was that 
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He intended to change by His work in behalf of man. This we can easily 
learn from the Scriptures.

What Was Abolished.

It is said of our Saviour, Jesus Christ, that He “hath abolished death, 
and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.” 2 Tim. 
1:10. Death is the result of sin. “Sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death.” James 1:15. But “sin is the transgression of the law.” 1 John 3:4. 
Christ, therefore, came to abolish that which is the result of being out of 
harmony with the law, and He did it, not by abolishing the law, but by 
bringing us into harmony with the law.

What Was Taken Away.

We read that Christ “was manifested to take away our sins.” 1 John 
3:5. He is the sin-bearer, “who His own self carried up our sins in His 
body to the tree, that we having died unto sins, might live unto righteous-
ness.” 1 Peter 2:24, R.V., margin. Sin is lawlessness, and Christ was mani-
fested to take away, not the law, but lawlessness.

What He Came to Destroy.

The attitude of Christ toward the law is set forth in the prophecy 
which says:  “He will magnify the law and make it honourable.” Isa. 42:21. 
In His sermon on the mount, which is itself but the interpretation of the 
principles contained in the words spoken from Mount Sinai, Christ said:  
“Think not that I am come to destroy the law or the prophets; I am, not 
come to destroy, but to fulfil.” Matt. 5:17. He “came to explain the rela-
tion of the law of God to man, and to illustrate its precepts by His own 
example of obedience.” [Desire of Ages (DA), p. 308] But we are taught 
that “for this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might 
destroy the works of the devil.” 1 John 3:8. The works of the devil are those 
which are contrary to God’s law. “The devil sinneth from the beginning,” 
and in every case “sin is the transgression of the law.”

Furthermore, Christ came to destroy the devil himself. Satan had 
introduced into this world rebellion against God and His law, and Christ’s 
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mission and work were to put an end to that rebellion and the instigator 
of it. In order to do that, He took our flesh, “that through death He might 
destroy him that had the power of death, that is the devil.” Heb. 2:14.

What He Came to Change.

It is a blessed thing to know that a change was wrought by Christ 
in giving Himself for man. There was certainly need that a change should 
be made. Men were far from righteousness, “being alienated from the life 
of God through the ignorance that is in them” (Eph. 4:18), “having no 
hope and without God in the world.” Eph. 2:12. “But God, who is rich in 
mercy, … hath quickened us together with Christ, … and hath raised us 
up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” 
Eph. 2:4-6. And thus “we all … are changed into the same image from glory 
to glory.” 2 Cor. 3:18. But more even than a change of character has been 
provided for us, for “we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious 
body.” Phil. 3:20, 21. “We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump.” 1 Cor. 15:51, 
52. Glorious change! A renewed character and a renewed body! This is the 
fulness of the salvation provided for us in Jesus Christ.

It thus becomes evident from the teaching of the Scriptures that 
Christ came to abolish, not, the law, but death; to take away, not the 
law, but our sins; to destroy, not the law, but the devil and his works; to 
change, not the law, but us. He did all this “by the sacrifice of Himself.” 
Heb. 9:26. If the law could have been changed or abolished, Christ need 
not have died.

Sin Transient; the Law Eternal.

In different ways God teaches that sin is transient, while the law is 
eternal. While Jesus was teaching on one occasion “the scribes and Phari-
sees brought unto Him a woman taken in adultery,” and asked what should 
be done in such a case, not because they desired to be instructed, but 
“tempting Him, that they might have to accuse Him.” After her accusers 
had made their charge, “Jesus stooped down, and with His finger wrote on 
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the ground.” John 8:3, 6. “Although doing this without apparent design, 
Jesus was tracing on the ground, in legible characters, the particular sins 
of which the woman’s accusers were guilty.” [The Spirit of Prophecy, Vol. 2 
(2SP), p. 350] Thus Jesus wrote the record of sins in the sand. How easily 
could this record be obliterated! A gust of wind or a dash of water, and it 
is gone! But God wrote His law with His finger upon tables of stone,—an 
unchangeable and imperishable record of His own character. This same 
law He writes in the heart of the believer, there to remain to all eternity; 
for “he that doeth the will of God abideth forever.” 1 John 2:17. Sin, and 
death the result of sin, may be taken away; for “the blood of Jesus Christ, 
His Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7), and “death is swallowed up 
in victory, (1 Cor. 15:54), but “all Thy commandments are righteousness” 
and “Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness.” Ps.119:172, 142. 
“Hearken unto Me, ye that know righteousness, the people in whose heart 
is My law;” “My salvation shall be forever, and My righteousness shall not 
be abolished.” Isa. 51:7, 6. “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and to-day, 
yea, and forever.” Heb. 13:8, R.V.

The very charge made against God by Satan was that His plan of gov-
ernment was defective, and His law imperfect, and the whole controversy 
between Christ and Satan has been waged over this point:  Shall God’s 
rule be acknowledged and His law respected in this world, or shall the 
rebellion succeed, and the kingdom of Satan be established here? Is it not 
clear, therefore, that everyone who today takes the position that God’s law 
has been changed or abolished is really putting himself on the side of the 
“god of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4) and in opposition to “the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ”? Eph.1:3. But God will show to the satisfaction 
of the universe, even in the very face of Satan’s work, that His law is perfect 
and His government just. “Who shall not fear Thee, O Lord, and glorify 
Thy name? for Thou only art holy; for all nations shall come and worship 
before Thee; for Thy judgments are made manifest.” Rev. 15:4.

A Standard Needed.

But if God’s law has been changed or abolished, there is no longer 
any standard by which to test the character of the righteousness which 
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men claim to have received by faith. Each one is then at liberty to erect 
his own standard to suit his own inclinations. Such teaching as this is now 
bearing its legitimate fruit in the world. God’s holy law is not brought to 
bear upon the consciences of men to convince of sin, as in former days; 
hence the need of the Saviour is not felt to the same degree; and without 
a standard with which to test their professed righteousness, the coun-
terfeit passes for the genuine, and religion is reproached. It is universally 
acknowledged that there is need of having a standard in all the transac-
tions between man and man, and so we have the standard of weight, the 
standard of measure, etc. Without these standards there would be the 
utmost confusion in the business world. Moreover, these standards must 
not be variable. A variable standard is no standard at all. But is man wiser 
than God? “Were men free to depart from the Lord’s requirements, and 
set up a standard of duty for themselves, there would be a variety of stan-
dards to suit different minds, and the government would be taken out of 
the Lord’s hands. The law of self would be erected, the will of man would 
be supreme, and the high and holy will of God—His purpose of love 
toward His creatures—would be dishonoured, disrespected.” [MB51, 52.]

Office of the Law.

The office of the law in making known sin, and in witnessing to the 
righteousness obtained through faith in Christ may be illustrated by the 
way in which a mirror is used. A man may learn by looking into it that 
his face is smirched with smut. The mirror did not put the smut there, 
neither can it take it away. It simply reveals its presence. Some other 
means must be used to remove the dirt; but when this is done, the same 
mirror testifies that his face is clean. But suppose the man should destroy 
or throw away the mirror because it revealed the presence of the dirt, and 
yet, not fully satisfied with this course, should endeavour to make himself 
clean, what will now satisfy him of the success of his efforts? He may feel 
better because he has made some effort to be clean; but at the same time 
he may have done only an incomplete work, or he may have made mat-
ters worse. So we are defiled by sin. The law reveals that fact, yet cannot 
cleanse; but there is “a fountain opened to the house of David and to 
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the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness” (Zech. 13:1), 
in which we may wash and be clean. The law testifies to the character of 
the work wrought for us by “Him that loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in His own blood.” Rev. 1:5. But if the law is variable or has been 
abolished, we are left in uncertainty. Then self-righteousness may pass for 
righteousness because one feels satisfied in trying to meet the standard 
which he himself has set up.

The Pledge of An Immutable Law.

The fact that the law of God is not done away, is the pledge of our 
security in heaven. “So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by 
the law of liberty.” James 2:12. That law is the standard in the judgment. 
Harmony with the law of God is the condition of the entrance into the 
kingdom. Everyone who applies for admission is tested by it. The law is 
a transcript of God’s character. Everyone must meet this standard in its 
perfection, and those who do not reach it are shut out of the kingdom. We 
cannot meet the standard except as we receive Christ; but when we have 
received Christ, we know we have that which will meet the test. If anyone 
could be admitted to the kingdom who was out of harmony with God’s 
law, sin would be transferred into the world to come. The very fact that the 
law of God is neither changed nor abolished is our safety in the eternal 
kingdom, the pledge that “affliction shall not rise up the second time.”

The Law Out of Christ and the Law in Christ.

Observe the difference between the law of God as a rigid code and 
the same law coming to us in Christ. A command which out of Christ is 
a rigid code, in Christ becomes a living promise. The law, out of Christ, 
simply a rigid code, says, “Thou shalt,” and “thou shalt not.” But that 
same law in Christ becomes a living promise. “Whereby are given unto us 
exceeding great and precious promises.” 2 Pet. 1:4. “In every command or 
injunction that God gives, there is a promise, the most positive, underly-
ing the commandment.” [MB76.] When we read:  “Blessed are the meek, 
for they shall inherit the earth,” that is clearly a promise. When we read 
in the law:  “Thou shalt not kill,” we read it out of Christ simply as a 
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command, or we may know it in Christ as a living promise. That is, He 
in His life promises each one, “Thou shalt not kill.” I cannot of myself 
help hating, which is breaking the sixth commandment. I am trying not 
to do it, and yet I do it. I turn about, and find that that same command 
in Christ, written by the Spirit of the living God on the fleshy tables of 
the heart, has brightened into a promise, and it says, “I have a promise to 
make to you. You have received Me; you shall not kill.”

Outside of Christ, as a code, the law says, “ Thou shalt not steal;” but 
I cannot help it. Then I turn about, and find that that law in Christ has 
brightened into a promise, and it reads to me, “You are the one that has 
been stealing. I have a promise to make to you. You shall not steal.”

The law reveals sin by defining righteousness, and then drives us to 
Christ, who is the centre of the gospel. There the righteousness of the law 
is revealed. [See Appendix A, Section A.]

Complete Obedience.

Partial obedience is a very thorny path; full obedience is the easy 
yoke promised us. When we tell the Lord that we will keep all His com-
mandments, He immediately takes possession of us, and says we shall. 
We do not abolish the law through faith; on the contrary, “it is faith, and 
faith only, that makes us partakers of the grace of Christ, which enables us 
to render obedience.” [SC60, 61.] But this is accomplished, not by com-
manding the believer, “Thou shalt,” but by shedding abroad in his heart 
the love of God which gives him the blessed assurance of “Thou wilt.” 
Not, thou must fulfil the law, else thou canst not live; but, because thou art 
now living in “the Living One,” thou wilt fulfil the law. This is righteous-
ness by faith. This is the gospel.

The same standard of righteousness has been set before man in all 
ages. In olden time the instruction was:  “Fear God and keep His com-
mandments; for this is the whole duty of man.” Eccl. 12:13. And the death 
of Christ did not make any change in this teaching; for “circumcision is 
nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the command-
ments of God” (1 Cor. 7:19), and “this is the love of God, that we keep His 
commandments; and His commandments are not grievous.” 1 John 5:3. 
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Furthermore, the provision has been the same in all ages for meeting this 
standard of righteousness. The Lord said of old, through the prophet:  “A 
new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you; and 
I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an 
heart of flesh. And I will put My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk 
in My statutes, and ye shall keep My judgments, and do them.” Ezek. 36:26, 
27. The same ground of hope for success in the Christian life is held out 
to us in the inspired prayer of the great apostle: “Now the God of peace, 
… make you perfect in every good work to do His will, working in you that 
which is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ.” Heb. 13:20, 21.

A Summary.

We are now prepared to summarise the results of our study upon 
the relation between the law and the gospel. We have found that the law 
reveals sin by defining the standard of righteousness, and that in the gospel 
the righteousness required by the law is revealed. We have found that the 
gospel is the gospel of Christ, and that the righteousness which is revealed 
in it is the righteousness wrought out for us by Christ through a life of 
perfect obedience to the law of God. Thus the gospel is God’s provision 
not merely for fulfilling the requirements of the law for us in Christ, but 
also for fulfilling the requirements of the same law in us through Christ, 
and this is accomplished by receiving Christ, the very embodiment of the 
law, into our hearts by faith, so that “it is no longer I that live, but Christ 
liveth in me.” Gal. 2:20, R.V., margin.

The fruit of such a union with Christ is seen in a life which is in har-
mony with that same law which was the inspiration of His life, and the 
law which at first revealed sin now bears witness to the genuine character 
of that righteousness “which is by faith of Jesus Christ.” And thus what 
the law could not do in that it was weak through our flesh, has been done 
for us by putting that same law into the flesh in Christ, and through Him 
into our flesh, “that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us 
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” Rom. 8:4.

This brings us to the conclusion that THE GOSPEL IS SIMPLY 
THE LAW IN CHRIST, and therefore an attempt to abolish the law is 
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an attempt to abolish Christ and the gospel, and an attempt to change 
the law is in attempt to change the character of Christ and to thwart the 
purpose of the gospel. A heart filled with love to Christ and the spirit of 
truth will seek no such results, but will thankfully say: “Abundant peace 
have they who love Thy law; and it is no stumbling block to them.” Ps. 
119:165, Spurrill’s Translation. See margin of A.V.
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aPPendix a – statements on tHe 
laW and gosPel Blended

These exhibits begin with a letter written within days of the publica-
tion of the final section of Prescott’s talk “The Law in Christ.” The 

other statements are given chronologically beginning in 1888. Emphasis 
in all is supplied. Bracketed sections are observations of the compiler.

a. June 6, 1896 (letter 96, 1896 to uriaH 
smitH, in 1888 MaTerials, PP. 1574-1576)

[A highly significant correlation exists between the concepts in the 
last two paragraphs in Prescott’s last sermon, in the section above enti-
tled “The Law out of Christ and the Law in Christ,” as well as the final 
text Prescott used, and a letter Ellen White wrote five days after these 
paragraphs were published. This letter to Uriah Smith shows further the 
endorsement by the Holy Spirit of the insights that Prescott was sharing. 
The letter in its entirety follows.]

“sunnyside” cooranBong, n.s.W., June 6, 1896.
Eld. U. Smith, 

Battle Creek, Mich.
Dear Brother:
(The enclosed pages present a few points which were opened to Sister 

White last night, and which she wished sent to you. She has for some days 
been suffering from the effects of cold and overwork, and is to-day unable 
to read or write. The matter was written out as she presented it. We sent 
some copies of articles and letters by the S.F. mail, which Sister White 
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desired you to read; but as we were not certain that you were in Battle 
Creek, they were addressed to Elder Tenney, with direction that he read 
and forward to you. Yours in the work, M. Davis)

“The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might 
be justified by faith.” [Gal. 3:24.] In this scripture, the Holy Spirit through 
the apostle is speaking especially of the moral law. The law reveals sin 
to us, and causes us to feel our need of Christ, and to flee unto him for 
pardon and peace by exercising repentance toward God and faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ.

An unwillingness to yield up preconceived opinions, and to accept 
this truth, lay at the foundation of a large share of the opposition mani-
fested at Minneapolis against the Lord’s message through Brethren Wag-
goner and Jones. By exciting that opposition, Satan succeeded in shutting 
away from our people, in a great measure, the special power of the Holy 
Spirit that God longed to impart to them. The enemy prevented them 
from obtaining that efficiency which might have been their’s in carry-
ing the truth to the world, as the apostles proclaimed it after the day of 
Pentecost. The light that is to lighten the whole earth with its glory was 
resisted, and by the action of our own brethren has been in a great degree 
kept away from the world.

-----------
The law of ten commandments is not to be looked upon as much 

from the prohibitory side, as from the mercy side. Its prohibitions are the 
sure guarantee of happiness in obedience. As received in Christ, it works 
in us the purity of character that will bring joy to us through eternal ages. 
To the obedient it is a wall of protection. We behold in it the goodness of 
God, who by revealing to men the immutable principles of righteousness, 
seeks to shield them from the evils that result from transgression.

We are not to regard God as waiting to punish the sinner for his sin. 
The sinner brings the punishment upon himself. His own actions start a 
train of circumstances that bring the sure result. Every act of transgression 
reacts upon the sinner, works in him a change of character, and makes it 
more easy for him to transgress again. By choosing to sin, men separate 
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themselves from God, cut themselves off from the channel of blessing, 
and the sure result is ruin and death.

The law is an expression of God’s idea:  when we receive it in Christ 
it becomes our idea; it lifts us above the power of natural desires and ten-
dencies, above temptations that lead to sin. “Great peace have they that 
love thy law; and nothing shall offend them,”— cause them to stumble.

There is no peace in unrighteousness; the wicked are at war with 
God. But he who receives the righteousness of the law in Christ is in 
harmony with heaven. “Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness 
and peace have kissed each other.”

B. novemBer 1888 (ms 15, 1888, “to BretHren assemBled 
at general conference”, in 1888 MaTerials, PP 164-166)

 [This manuscript was addressed to those in attendance at 
the Minneapolis Conference. Reference is made to the 1886 

General Conference, which occurred while Ellen White 
was in Switzerland, and at which G. I. Butler distributed 

his booklet The Law in the Book of Galatians.]

I know it would be dangerous to denounce Dr. Waggoner’s posi-
tion as wholly erroneous. This would please the enemy. I see the beauty 
of truth in the presentation of the righteousness of Christ in relation to 
the law as the doctor has placed it before us. You say, many of you, it is 
light and truth. Yet you have not presented it in this light heretofore. Is 
it not possible that through earnest, prayerful searching of the Scriptures 
he has seen still greater light on some points? That which has been pre-
sented harmonizes perfectly with the light which God has been pleased to 
give me during all the years of my experience. If our ministering brethren 
would accept the doctrine which has been presented so clearly—the righ-
teousness of Christ in connection with the law—and I know they need 
to accept this, their prejudices would not have a controlling power, and 
the people would be fed with their portion of meat in due season. Let us 
take our Bibles, and with humble prayer and a teachable spirit, come to 
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the great Teacher of the world; let us pray as did David, “Open thou mine 
eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law” (Ps. 119:18).

… The truth must be presented as it is in Jesus; if there are any 
among us who become stirred up because ideas contrary from what they 
have believed are presented in this meeting, then stop your unsanctified 
criticisms and candidly investigate the subject, and it will sanctify the soul.

Two years ago, while in Switzerland, I was addressed in the night 
season by a voice which said, “Follow me.” I thought I arose, and fol-
lowed my guide. I seemed to be in the Tabernacle at Battle Creek, and 
my guide gave instructions in regard to many things at the conference. I 
will give in substance a few things that were said: “The Spirit of God has 
not had a controlling influence in this meeting. The spirit that controlled 
the Pharisees is coming in among this people, who have been greatly 
favored of God.”

Many things were spoken which I will not now present to you. I was 
told that there was need of great spiritual revival among the men who 
bear responsibilities in the cause of God. There was not perfection in all 
points on either side of the question under discussion. We must search the 
Scriptures for evidences of truth. “There are but few, even of those who 
claim to believe it, that comprehend the third angel’s message, and yet this 
is the message for this time. It is present truth. But how few take up this 
message in its true bearing, and present it to the people in its power! With 
many it has but little force.”

Said my guide, “There is much light yet to shine forth from the law 
of God and the gospel of righteousness. This message, understood in 
its true character, and proclaimed in the Spirit, will lighten the earth 
with its glory. The great decisive question is to be brought before all 
nations, tongues, and peoples. The closing work of the third angel’s mes-
sage will be attended with a power that will send the rays of the Sun of 
Righteousness into all the highways and byways of life, and decisions will 
be made for God as supreme Governor; His law will be looked upon as 
the rule of His government.”
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c. may 27, 1890 (rH article, “living cHannels 
of ligHt,” in 1888 MaTerials, P. 674)

There should be deep searching of the Scriptures that the ministers 
of God may declare the whole counsel of God. The relation of Christ 
to the law is but faintly comprehended. Some preach the law, and feel 
that their brethren are not doing their whole duty if they do not present 
the subject in the very same way in which they do. These brethren shrink 
from the presentation of justification by faith, but just as soon as Christ 
is discovered in his true position in relation to the law, the misconcep-
tion that has existed on this important matter will be removed. The law 
and the gospel are so blended that the truth cannot be presented as it 
is in Jesus, without blending these subjects in perfect agreement. The 
law is the gospel of Christ veiled; the gospel of Jesus is nothing more or 
less than the law defined, showing its far-reaching principles. “Search the 
Scriptures,” is the injunction of our Lord. Search to find out what is truth. 
God has given us a test whereby to prove doctrine:  “To the law and to the 
testimony; if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is 
no light in them.” Search the Scriptures diligently, earnestly, unweariedly, 
to find out what God has revealed concerning yourself, your duties, your 
work, your responsibilities, your future, that you may make no mistake in 
seeking for eternal life. You may, in searching the Scriptures, know the 
mind and the will of God; and although the truth does not coincide with 
your ideas, you may have grace to lay down every prejudice in favor of your 
own customs and practices, and see what is truth, pure and unadulterated. 
Here is the word of the Lord. Obey it from the heart. Christ is full of pity-
ing tenderness to all who repent. He will pardon the transgressor.

d. decemBer 27, 1890 (diary, WasHington, 
d.c., in 1888 MaTerials, PP. 779, 783)

I feel the burden on my soul to present not only the law but the 
gospel. One is not complete without the other….

The law and the gospel go hand in hand. The one is the complement 
of the other. The law without faith in the gospel of Christ cannot save the 
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transgressor of law. The gospel without the law is inefficient and pow-
erless. The law and the gospel are a perfect whole. The Lord Jesus laid 
the foundation of the building, and He lays “the headstone thereof with 
shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it.” Zech. 4:7. He is the Author and 
Finisher of our faith, the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, 
the first and the last. The two blended—the gospel of Christ and the law 
of God—produce the love and faith unfeigned.

e. 1890 (ms36, 1890, “danger of false ideas on 
Justification By faitH,” in 1888 MaTerials, P. 822)
…On the one hand, religionists generally have divorced the law and 

the gospel, while we have, on the other hand, almost done the same from 
another standpoint. We have not held up before the people the righteous-
ness of Christ and the full significance of His great plan of redemption. 
We have left out Christ and His matchless love, brought in theories and 
reasonings, and preached argumentative discourses.

f. feBruary 27, 1891 (diary, “cHrist our 
rigHteousness,” in 1888 MaTerials, P. 892)

The law and the gospel, revealed in the Word, are to be preached to the 
people; for the law and the gospel, blended, will convict of sin. … Both the 
law and the gospel are blended. In no discourse are they to be divorced. 

g. decemBer 13, 1892 (rH article, “let tHe trumPet 
give a certain sound,” in 1888 MaTerials, P. 1079, 1080)

As the bow in the cloud is formed by the union of the sunlight and 
the shower, so the rainbow encircling the throne represents the combined 
power of mercy and justice. It is not justice alone that is to be main-
tained; for this would eclipse the glory of the rainbow of promise above 
the throne; men could see only the penalty of the law. Were there no jus-
tice, no penalty, there would be no stability to the government of God. It 
is the mingling of judgment and mercy that makes salvation complete. It 



Appendix A – Law and Gospel Blended |  153

is the blending of the two that leads us, as we view the world’s Redeemer, 
and the law of Jehovah, to exclaim, “Thy gentleness hath made me great.” 
We know that the gospel is a perfect and complete system, revealing the 
immutability of the law of God. It inspires the heart with hope, and with 
love to God. Mercy invites us to enter through the gates into the city of 
God, and justice is satisfied to accord to every obedient soul full privileges 
as a member of the royal family, a child of the heavenly King. If we were 
defective in character, we could not pass the gates that mercy has opened 
to the obedient; for justice stands at the entrance, and demands holiness 
in all who would see God. Were justice extinct, and were it possible for 
divine mercy to open the gates to the whole race, irrespective of character, 
there would be a worse condition of disaffection and rebellion in heaven 
than before Satan was expelled. The peace, happiness, and harmony of 
heaven would be broken. The change from earth to heaven will not change 
men’s character; the happiness of the redeemed in heaven results from 
the character formed in this life after the image of Christ. The saints in 
heaven will first have been saints on earth.

H. marcH 20, 1894 (rH article, “cHrist tHe center 
of tHe message,” in 1888 MaTerials, P. 1225)

In the love of God has been opened the most marvelous vein of pre-
cious truth, and the treasures of the grace of Christ are laid open before 
the church and the world. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” What love is this,—what marvelous, unfathomable 
love!— that would lead Christ to die for us while we were yet sinners. 
What a loss it is to the soul who understands the strong claims of the law, 
and who yet fails to understand the grace of Christ which doth much 
more abound. It is true that the law of God reveals the love of God when 
it is preached as the truth in Jesus; for the gift of Christ to this guilty 
world must be largely dwelt upon in every discourse. It is no wonder that 
hearts have not been melted by the truth, when it has been presented in a 
cold and lifeless manner. No wonder faith has staggered at the promises of 
God, when ministers and workers have failed to present Jesus in his rela-
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tion to the law of God. How often should they have assured the people 
that “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how 
shall he not with him also freely give us all things?”

i. may 1, 1895 (letter 57, 1895 to o. a. 
olsen, in 1888 MaTerials, PP. 1338, 1339)

Unless he makes it his life business to behold the uplifted Saviour, 
and by faith accept the merits which it is his privilege to claim, the sinner 
can no more be saved than Peter could walk upon the water unless he kept 
his eyes fixed steadily upon Jesus. Now, it has been Satan’s determined 
purpose to eclipse the view of Jesus, and lead man to look to man, and 
trust to man, and be educated to expect help from man. For years the 
church has been looking to man and expecting much from man, but not 
looking to Jesus, in whom our hopes of eternal life are centered. Therefore 
God gave to His servants a testimony that presented the truth as it is in 
Jesus, which is the third angel’s message in clear, distinct lines.

John’s words are [to be] sounded by God’s people, that all may dis-
cern the light and walk in the light: “He that cometh from above is above 
all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: He that 
cometh from heaven is above all. And what He hath seen and heard, 
that He testifieth; and no man receiveth His testimony. He that hath 
received His testimony hath set to his seal that God is true. For He 
whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the 
Spirit by measure unto Him. The Father loveth the Son, and hath given 
all things into His hands. He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of 
God abideth on him.”

This is the testimony that must go throughout the length and 
breadth of the world. It presents the law and the gospel, binding up the 
two in a perfect whole. (See Romans 5, and 1 John 3:9 to the close of 
the chapter.) These precious scriptures will be impressed upon every heart 
that is opened to receive them. “The entrance of Thy words giveth light; it 
giveth understanding unto the simple”— those who are contrite in heart. 
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“As many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons 
of God, even to them that believe on His name.” These have not a mere 
nominal faith, a theory of truth, a legal religion, but they believe to a pur-
pose, appropriating to themselves the richest gifts of God. They plead for 
the gift, that they may give to others. They can say, “Of His fullness have 
all we received, and grace for grace.”

J. may 25, 1896 (The BiBle echo article, 
“PreacHing tHe laW and tHe gosPel”)

[This is another significant correlation between what Ellen White 
was writing on the law and the gospel, and Prescott’s presentations. 
In a column immediately adjacent to the sixth section of Prescott’s 
article on “The Law in Christ; Or, The Relation Between the Law 
and the Gospel” published May 25, 1896 in The Bible Echo is a two 
paragraph article by Ellen White entitled “Preaching the Law and 
the Gospel.” Since The Bible Echo was a missionary journal addressed 
to non-Adventists, she clearly is writing to the “religionists” who 
“generally have divorced the law and the gospel” by leaving out the 
law. Her appeal to Seventh-day Adventists, “on the other hand,” 
was to present the gospel, not just the law, as MS36, 1890 clearly 
stated. (See Section E.) This sentence can be found in the published 
Ellen White collection in ST, March 12, 1896 par. 5.]

… The gospel has been published to a large part of the human race; 
but the law of God, the foundation of His government, has been clouded 
by the superstitions and inventions of men…. 
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aPPendix B – statements on 
tHe commandments of god 

and tHe faitH of Jesus of equal 
imPortance

These exhibits come from a search of the Ellen G. White 1888 Materi-
als for her use of the phrases “the commandments of God” and “the 

faith of Jesus” as found in Rev. 14:12. What we discover is very instructive. 
Note especially Section A, p. 217, where she equates “the commandments 
of God and the faith of Jesus” with “the law and the gospel going hand 
in hand.” The phrases have been highlighted, along with other pertinent 
concepts. The page locations in the Ellen G. White 1888 Materials are 
noted in brackets at the end of the paragraphs.

a. decemBer 1888 (ms 24, 1888, 
“looking Back at minneaPolis”)

Elder E. J. Waggoner had the privilege granted him of speaking 
plainly and presenting his views upon justification by faith and the righ-
teousness of Christ in relation to the law. This was no new light, but it 
was old light placed where it should be in the third angel’s message. What 
is the burden of that message? John sees a people. He says, “Here is the 
patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of 
God, and the faith of Jesus” (Rev. 14:12). This people John beholds just 
before he sees the Son of man “having on his head a golden crown, and in 
his hand a sharp sickle” (verse 14). [p. 211]

The faith of Jesus has been overlooked and treated in an indifferent, 
careless manner. It has not occupied the prominent position in which it 
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was revealed to John. Faith in Christ as the sinner’s only hope has been 
largely left out, not only of the discourses given but of the religious experi-
ence of very many who claim to believe the third angel’s message. At this 
meeting I bore testimony that the most precious light had been shining 
forth from the Scriptures in the presentation of the great subject of the 
righteousness of Christ connected with the law, which should be con-
stantly kept before the sinner as his only hope of salvation. This was not 
new light to me for it had come to me from higher authority for the last 
forty-four years, and I had presented it to our people by pen and voice in 
the testimonies of His Spirit. But very few had responded except by assent 
to the testimonies borne upon this subject. There was altogether too little 
spoken and written upon this great question. The discourses of some might 
be correctly represented as like the offering of Cain--Christless. [p. 212]

The third angel’s message is the proclamation of the command-
ments of God and the faith of Jesus Christ. The commandments of 
God have been proclaimed, but the faith of Jesus Christ has not been 
proclaimed by Seventh-day Adventists as of equal importance, the law 
and the gospel going hand in hand. I cannot find language to express 
this subject in its fullness.

“The faith of Jesus.” It is talked of, but not understood. What con-
stitutes the faith of Jesus, that belongs, to the third angel’s message? Jesus 
becoming our sin-bearer that He might become our sin-pardoning Sav-
iour. He was treated as we deserve to be treated. He came to our world and 
took our sins that we might take His righteousness. Faith in the ability of 
Christ to save us amply and fully and entirely is the faith of Jesus. [p. 217]

B. June 1889 (ms30, 1889, “exPerience 
folloWing tHe minneaPolis conference”)

The message that was given to the people in these meetings pre-
sented in clear lines not alone the commandments of God--a part of the 
third angel’s message--but the faith of Jesus, which comprehends more 
than is generally supposed. And it will be well for the third angel’s mes-
sage to be proclaimed in all its parts, for the people need every jot and 
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tittle of it. If we proclaim the commandments of God and leave the other 
half scarcely touched, the message is marred in our hands. [p. 367]

I have not left anything undone that I have had any evidence it was 
my duty to do. And as far as Battle Creek is concerned I can do no more 
than I have done. Those who have not united with me and the messengers 
of God in this work, but whose influence has been to create doubt and 
unbelief, I do not judge. Every jot of influence that has been cast on the 
side of the enemy will meet its reward according to its works. God was 
working with me to present to the people a message in regard to the faith 
of Jesus and the righteousness of Christ. There have been those who have 
not worked in harmony but in a way to counteract the work God has 
given me to do. I must leave them with the Lord. [p. 370]

The Lord is not pleased to have man trusting in his own ability or 
good deeds or in a legal religion, but in God, the living God. The pres-
ent message that God has made it the duty of His servants to give to the 
people is no new or novel thing. It is an old truth that has been lost sight 
of, just as Satan made his masterly efforts that it should be. The Lord has 
a work for every one of His loyal people to do to bring the faith of Jesus 
into the right place where it belongs--in the third angel’s message. The 
law has its important position but is powerless unless the righteousness 
of Christ is placed beside the law to give its glory to the whole royal stan-
dard of righteousness. “Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment 
holy, and just, and good” (Rom. 7:12). [p. 375]

Stand out of the way, Brethren. Do not interpose yourselves between 
God and His work. If you have no burden of the message yourselves, then 
prepare the way for those who have the burden of the message, for there 
are many souls to come out of the ranks of the world, out of the churches-
-even the Catholic church--whose zeal will far exceed that of those who 
have stood in rank and file to proclaim the truth heretofore. For this 
reason the eleventh hour laborers will receive their penny. These will see 
the battle coming and will give the trumpet a certain sound. When the 
crisis is upon us, when the season of calamity shall come, they will come 
to the front, gird themselves with the whole armor of God, and exalt 
His law, adhere to the faith of Jesus, and maintain the cause of religious 
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liberty which Reformers defended with toil and for which they sacrificed 
their lives. [p. 378]

c. sePtemBer 13, 1889 (ms27, 1889, 
“counsels to ministers”)

The soul-saving message, the third angel’s message, is the message 
to be given to the world. The commandments of God and the faith of 
Jesus are both important, immensely important, and must be given with 
equal force and power. The first part of the message has been dwelt upon 
mostly, the last part casually. The faith of Jesus is not comprehended. We 
must talk it, we must live it, we must pray it, and educate the people to 
bring this part of the message into their home life. “Let this mind be in 
you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” Phil. 2:5. [p. 430]

d. octoBer 1889 (ms22, 1889, diary entries)
We will not be able to meet the trials of this time without God. We 

are not to have the courage and fortitude of martyrs of old until brought 
into the position they were in. The Lord proportions His grace to meet 
every emergency. We are to receive daily supplies of grace for each daily 
emergency. Thus we grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and if persecution comes upon us, if we must be enclosed in 
prison walls for the faith of Jesus and the keeping of God’s holy law, “As 
thy days, so shall thy strength be.” Should there be a return of persecution 
there would be grace given to arouse every energy of the soul to show a 
true heroism. But there is a large amount of nominal Christianity which 
has not its origin in God, the Source of all power and might. God gives us 
not power to make us independent and self-sufficient. We must ever make 
God our only dependence. [p. 460]
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e. decemBer 1889 (ms18, 1889, “address in 
regard to tHe sunday movement”)

We should diligently study the Word of God, and pray in faith that 
God will restrain the powers of darkness, for as yet the message has gone 
to comparatively few, and the world is to be lightened with its glory. The 
present truth--the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus--has 
not yet been sounded as it must be. There are many almost within the 
shadow of our own doors for whose salvation no personal effort has ever 
been made. (p. 502)

f. 1889 (ms13, 1889 “standing By tHe landmarks”)
The passing of the time in 1844 was a period of great events, open-

ing to our astonished eyes the cleansing of the sanctuary transpiring in 
heaven, and having decided relation to God’s people upon the earth, [also] 
the first and second angels’ messages and the third, unfurling the banner 
on which was inscribed, “The commandments of God and the faith of 
Jesus.” One of the landmarks under this message was the temple of God, 
seen by His truth-loving people in heaven, and the ark containing the law 
of God. The light of the Sabbath of the fourth commandment flashed its 
strong rays in the pathway of the transgressors of God’s law. The nonim-
mortality of the wicked is an old landmark. I can call to mind nothing 
more that can come under the head of the old landmarks. All this cry 
about changing the old landmarks is all imaginary. [p. 518]

g. novemBer 1890 (letter 1f, 1890, “to BretHren 
in resPonsiBle Positions”) [tHe ParagraPHs are 

also on P. 1078 and 1080 in tHe 12/06/1892 article 
entitled “let tHe trumPet give a certain 

sound”, in rH12/06/1892 and 12/13/1892, WHicH 
is almost identical to tHe 11/1890 letter.]

While you hold the banner of truth firmly, proclaiming the law of 
God, let every soul remember that the faith of Jesus is connected with the 
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commandments of God. The third angel is represented as flying in the 
midst of heaven, symbolizing the work of those who proclaim the first, 
second, and third angels’ messages; all are linked together. The evidences of 
the abiding, ever-living truth of these grand messages that mean so much 
to us, that have awakened such intense opposition from the religious world, 
are not extinct. Satan is constantly seeking to cast his hellish shadow about 
these messages, so that the remnant people of God shall not clearly discern 
their import, their time and place; but they live, and are to exert their power 
upon our religious experience while time shall last. [p. 724]

The rainbow above the throne, the bow of promise, testifies to the 
whole world that God will never forget His people in their struggle. Let 
Jesus be our theme. Let us with pen and voice present, not only the com-
mandments of God, but the faith of Jesus. This will promote real heart 
piety as nothing else can. While we present the fact that men are subjects 
of a divine moral government, their reason teaches them that this is truth, 
that they owe allegiance to Jehovah. This life is our time of probation. We 
are placed under the discipline and government of God to form charac-
ters and acquire habits for the higher life. Temptations will come upon us. 
Iniquity abounds; where you least expect it, dark chapters will open that are 
most terrible, to weigh down the soul; but we need not fail nor be discour-
aged while we know that the bow of promise is above the throne of God. 
We shall be subject to heavy trials, opposition, bereavement, affliction; but 
we know that Jesus passed through all these. These experiences are valuable 
to us. The advantages are not by any means confined to this short life. They 
reach into eternal ages. Through patience, faith, and hope, in all the chang-
ing scenes of life, we are forming characters for everlasting life. Everything 
shall work together for good to those that love God. [p. 728]

H. marcH 24, 1891 (sermon, “our Present 
dangers”, gc Bulletin 04/13/1891)

There is the highest reason for us to prize the true Sabbath and stand 
in its defense, for it is the sign which distinguishes the people of God 
from the world. The commandment that the world makes void is the one 
to which, for this very reason, God’s people will give greater honor. It 
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is when the unbelieving cast contempt upon the word of God that the 
faithful Calebs are called for. It is then that they will stand firm at the 
post of duty, without parade, and without swerving because of reproach. 
The unbelieving spies stood ready to destroy Caleb. He saw the stones 
in the hands of those who had brought a false report, but this did not 
deter him; he had a message, and he would bear it. The same spirit will be 
manifested to-day by those who are true to God. The psalmist says, “They 
have made void thy law. Therefore I love thy commandments above gold; 
yea, above fine gold.” When men press close to the side of Jesus, when 
Christ is abiding in their hearts by faith, their love for the command-
ments of God grows stronger in proportion to the contempt which the 
world heaps upon his holy precepts. It is at this time that the true Sabbath 
must be brought before the people by both pen and voice. As the fourth 
commandment and those who observe it are ignored and despised, the 
faithful feel that it is the time not to hide their faith but to exalt the law of 
Jehovah by unfurling the banner on which is inscribed the message of the 
third angel, the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. [p. 902]

i. January 16, 1896 (letter 6, 1896, “to BretHren 
WHo occuPy resPonsiBle Positions in tHe Work”)
One of the dangers to which God’s people will be exposed is this, 

The delusions that are coming upon a world that has turned from the 
truth. Those will be of such deceptive power, that the apostle under the 
inspiration of the Spirit of God, declares. “If it were possible, they shall 
deceive the very elect.” Our work now is to confirm our souls in the faith,-
-that faith which is a working faith, which works by love and purifies the 
soul. Faith, living, active, working faith, we must have. Christ demands 
this of us. Verily Christ hath need of us now to represent him, not the 
cold, harsh, denunciatory, overbearing and ruling power of the prince of 
darkness. Those who are Christ’s friends will now do whatsoever he com-
mands them. Stand, therefore, having on the whole armor, and having 
done all, to stand. Let the soul temple be cleansed of prejudice, of that 
root of bitterness, and hatred, whereby many are being defiled. Cling to 
the mighty one. Communicate to others light, with cheerful words, and 
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with courage in the Lord. Labor to diffuse that faith and confidence that 
has been your own consolation. Let it be heard from every lip and voice, 
“Here is the patience of the saints, here are they that keep the command-
ments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” “Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed 
is he that watcheth and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and 
they see his shame.” “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to him; for 
the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 
And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and 
white: “for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.” [p. 1483]

Who will now understand these things that I write. There are men 
who have known the truth, who have feasted upon the truth, who are now 
divided between infidel sentiments. There is only a step between them and 
the precipice of eternal ruin. The Lord is coming, but those who ventured 
to resist the light that God gave in rich measure at Minneapolis, who 
have not humbled their hearts before God, will follow on in the path of 
resistance, saying, “Who is the Lord that I should obey His voice?” The 
banner all will bear who voice the message of the third angel, is being cov-
ered with another color that virtually kills it. This is being done. Will our 
people now hold fast to the truth. “Here is the patience of the saints: here 
are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” 
This is our standard. Hold it aloft; for it is truth. [p. 1485]

J. aPril 15, 1901 (sermon, “an aPPeal to our 
ministers” in gc Bulletin 04/16/1901)

Very many will get up some test that is not given in the word of 
God. We have our test in the Bible,--the commandments of God and the 
testimony of Jesus Christ. “Here are they that keep the commandments 
of God and have the faith of Jesus.” This is the true test, but many other 
tests will arise among the people. They will come in in multitudes, spring-
ing up from this one and that one. There will be a continual rising up of 
some foreign thing to call attention from the true test of God. [p. 1752]



aPPendix c – comment on J. s. 
WasHBurn’s 1890’s evangelism

See the RH01/26/1989 Article entitled “J. S. Washburn:  Unsung Hero-
-Would British Adventism have survived without him?” by David N. 

Marshall. First paragraph:
Judson S. Washburn could be called the unsung hero of Adventism 
in Britain. Born in Waukon, Iowa, in 1863, Washburn was 25 at the 
time of the “righteousness by faith” General Conference of 1888. He, 
along with a small group of pastors, emerged from that session with 
a new fervor, a new perspective on every Adventist belief, and began 
to preach revival.
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